Ul TL «TY E R 8 


f 


PROM AN. 
AMERICAN FARMER; 


DESCRIBING 
CERTAIN PROVINCIAL SITUATIONS, 
' MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS, 

NOT GENERALLY KNOWN; 


| . AND CONVEYING 
SOME IDEA OF THE LATE AND PRESENT 
INTERIOR CIRCUMSTANCES- : 


— 


BRITISH COLONIES. 


WORTH AMERICA. 


WRITTEN FOR THE INFORMATION OF A 
| FRIEND IN ENGLAND, | 
By J. HECTOR ST. JOHN, 

A FARMER IN PENNSYLVANIA. * 


4 


ELF AS Tr] 


EBRINTED BY JAMES MAGEE, AT THE BIBLE 
AND CROWN, Ne 9, BRIDGE-STREET. 


M,DCC,LXXXILb, . 


TIS... 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


155 Ty E following Letters are the genuthe 
production of the American Farmer whoſe 
name they bear. They were privately writ- 
ten to gratify the curiofity of a friend; and 
are made public, becauſe they contain much - 
authentic information, little known on this 
fide the Atlantic: they cannot therefore fail 
of being highly intereſting to the people of © 
England, at a time. when every body's at- 
"rention is diretled toward the affairs Ame- 
Ned. 5 | 6 


That theſe letters are the actual reſult of - 
'a private correſpondence, may fairly be in- 
ferred (excluffve of other evidence) from the 
tile and manner in which they are conceru- 
ed; for though plain and familiar, and 
ſometimes animated, they are by no means 
exempt from ſuch inaccuracies as muſt una- 
voidably occur in the rapid effufions of a can 
*. efſedly inexperienced writer. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Our Farmer kad long been an eye—witneſs 
of tranſaftions that have deformed the face 
of America: he is one of thoſe who dreaded, 
and has ſeverely felt, the deſolating conſe- 
queuces of a rupture between the parent flate- 
and her colonies: for he has been driven 
from a fituation, the enjoyment of which, the 
reader will find pathetically deſcribed in the 
early letters of this volume. The unhappy 
conteſt, is at length however, drawing to- 
ward a, pericd; and it is now. only left us 
to hope, that the obviaus intereſts and mutual 
wants of both countries, may in due time, 
and in ſpite of all obſtacles, happily re-unite 
them. | | | 


Should our Farmer's letters be found ta 
afford matter of uſeful entertainment to an 
intelligent and candid public, a ſecond volume 
equally interreſting with thoſe now publiſhed, 
may ſoon be expected: 
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T.O THE YT 
ABBE RAYNAL, F. R. 8. 


B EH OLD, Sir, an humble American 
Planter, a ſimple cultivator of the earth, ad- 
dreſſing you from the farther ſide of the At- 
lantic; and preſuming to fix your name at 
the head of his trifling lucubrations. I wiſſi 
they were worthy of ſo great an honour. 
Yet why ſhould not I be permitted'to diſcloſe 
thoſe ſentiments which I have fo often felt 

from my heart? A few years ſince, I met 
accidentally with your Political and Philoſo- 
phical Hiſtory, and peruſed it with infinite 

pleaſure. For the firſt time in my life I re- 
flected on the relative ſtate of nations, I trac- 
ed the extended ramifications of a commerce 
which ought to unite, but how convulſes the 
world; I admiredthat univerſal benevolence, 
that diffuſive good-will, which is not confined 
to the narrow limits of your own country ; 
but on the contrary extends to the whole hu- 
man race. As an eloquent and powerful ad- 
vocate, you have pleaded the cauſe of huma- 
nity in eſpouſing that of the poor Africans: 
you viewed theſe provinces of North America 
in their true light, as the aſylum of freedom; 
as the cradle of future nations, and the refuge 
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of diſtreſſed Europeans. Why then ſhould F 
refrain from loving and reſpecting a man 
whoſe writings I ſo much admire ? Theſe two 
ſentiments, are inſeparable, at leaſt in my 
breaſt. I conceived your genius to be pre- 


ſent at the head of my ſtudy: under its invi- 


fible but powerful ws Fax: I proſecuted my 
{mall labours : and now, permit me to ſanc- 
tify them under the auſpices of your name.. 
Let the fincerity of the motives which urge 


me, prevent you from thinking that this well 


meant addreſs contains aught but the pureft 


tribute of reverence and affection. There is, 


no doubt, a ſceret communion among =_ 
men out the world; a mental afhni 
connecting them by a ſimilitude of ſenti- 


ments: then why, tho' an American, ſhould - 
not I be 


permitted to ſhare in that extenſive 
intellectual conſanguinity ? Yes, I do: and 
tho' the name of a man who poſſeſſes neither 
titles nor places, who never roſe above the 
humble rank of a farmer, may appear inſig- 


nificant; yet, as the aw T4 I have ex- 


preſſed, are alſo the echo of thoſe of my 
countrymen; on their behalf as well as on 
my own, give me leave to ſubſcribe . 2 


Sir, 
Your very ſincere admirer, * 


Ke in « | 
Cor e HECTOR'SF. JOHN, 
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127 TER 
INTRODUCTION. 


Who would- have thought that becauſe I re- 
ceived you with hoſpitality and kindneſs, you ſhould 
imagine me capable of writing with propriety and 
Kad, ' Yaur gratitude miſleads your judgment. 
knowledge which I acquired from your Conver- 
fation bas amply repaid me for your five weeks ,en- 
tertainment. I gave you nothing more than what 
common hoſpitality dictated; but could any other 
gueſt have inſtructed me as 2 did? You conducted 
me, on the map, from one European country to ano- 
ther; told me many extraordi things of our fam- 
ed mother-country, of which I knew very little; of 
its internal navigation, agriculture, arts, manufac- 
tures, and trade: you guided me through an exten- 
we maze, and I abundantly profited by the journey; 
contraſt therefore proves the debt of gratitude to 
be on my fide. The treatment 4 received at my 
hauſe proceeded from the warmth of my heart, 1 
from the correſponding — of my wife; Wwhat 
* | * eee 
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you now deſire, muſt flow from a very limited power 
of mind: the taſk requires recollection, and a variety 
of talents which I do not poſſeſs. It is tue I can de- 
ſcribe our American modes of farming, our manners, 
and peculiar cuſtoms, with ſome degree of propriety, 
becauſe I have ever attentively ſtudied them ; but my 
knowledge extends no farther. And is this local and 
unadorned information ſufficient to anſwer all your 
expectations, and to ſatisfy your curiofity ? I am ſur- 
prized that in the courſe of your American travels, 
you ſhould not have found out 1 more enlight- 
ened and better educated than I am; your predilec- 
tion excites my wonder much more than my vanity; 
my ſhare of the latter being confined merely to the 
neatneſs of my rural operations. 
My father left me a few muſty books, which his 
father brought from England with him; but what 
help can I draw from a library conſiſting moſtly of 
Scotch Divinity, the Navigation of Sir Francis Drake, 
the Hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth, and a few miſcella- 
neous volumes? Our Miniſter often comes to ſee me 
though he lives upwards of twenty miles diſtant. _ I 


have ſhewn him your letter, afked his advice, and 


ſolicited his aſſiſtance ; he tells me, that he hath no 
time to ſpare, for that like the reſt of us muſt till his 
farm, and is moreover to ſtudy what he is to fay on 
the ſabbath. My wife, (and I never do any thing 
without conſulting her) laughs, and tells me, that 
you cannot be in earneſt, What! ſays ſhe, James, 
wouldſt thee pretend to ſend epiſtles to a great Euro- 

an man, 2 hath lived abundance of time in that 

ig houſe called Cambridge; where, they ſay, that 
worldly learning 1s ſo abundant, that people gets it 
only by breathing the air of the place? Wouldſt not 
thee be aſhamed to write unto a man who has never 
in his life done a fingle day's work, no, not even 


| felled a tree; who hath expended the Lord knigws 
how many years in ſtudying ſtars, geometry, ſtories, #4 


and flies, and in reading folio books? Who hath tra- 
velled, as he told us, to the city of Rome itſelf ! 
Only think of a London man going to Rome! Where 

„ 1 is 
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is it that theſe Engliſh folks won't go? One who 
bath ſeen the factory of brimſtone at Suvius, and 
town of Pompey under ground! vouldſt thou pre- 
tend to letter it with a perſon who hath been to 
Paris, to the Alps, to ö and who. hath 
ſeen ſo many fine things up and down the old coun- 
tries; who hath come over the great ſea unto us, and 
bath journeyed from our New Hampſhire in the Eaſt 


to our Charles Town in the South; who hath viſited 


all our great cities, knows moſt of our famous law- 


yers and cunning folks; who hath converſed with ve- 


ry many king's men, governors, and counſellors, and 
yet pitches upon thee. far his correſpondent, as thee 
calls it? ſurely he means to jeer thee! I am ſure he 
bear — 5 be in a real fair earneſt. K thee 
mu this letter over again, paragraph by para- 
graph, and warily obſerve — thee canſt per- 
ceive ſome words of jeſting ; ſomething that bath + 
more than one meaning : | now 1 think on it, huſ- 
band, I with thee woudiſt let me fee his letter; tho” 
I am but a woman, as thee mayeſt tay, yet I under- 
ſtand the purport of words in- good meaſure, for 
when I was a girl, father ſent us to the very bet 
maſter in the precin&.—She then read it herſelf very 
gitentively : our miniſter was preſent, we liſtened to, 
and weighed every ſyllable : we all unanimouſly con- 
cluded that you maſt have been in a ſober earneſt in- 
tention, as my wife calls it; and your requeſt appeaij- 
ed to be candid and ſincere. Then again, on recol- , 
letting the difference between your ſphere of life and 
mine, a new fit of aſtoniſhment ſeized us all! 

Our miniſter- took the letter from my wife, and 
read it to himſelf; he made us obſerve the two laſt 
phraſes, and we weighed the contents to the beſt of 
our abilities. The concluſion we all drew, made me 
reſolve at laſt to write.——Yau fay you want nothing 
of me but what lies within the reach of my. experience 
and knowledge; this I underſtand very well; the dif- 


 ficulty is, how to collect, digeſt, and arrange what I 


know? Next you aſſert, that writing letters is nothing 
more than talking on paper; which, I muſt confeſs, ap- 
B 2 peared 
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d to me quite a new thought.— Well then, ob- 
ſerved our miniſter, neigbbour James, as you can 
talk well, I am fore you muſt write tolerably well al- 
fo; imagine, then, that Mr. F. B. is till here, and ſim- 
ply write down what you would ſay to him. Suppoſe 
the queſtions he will put to you in his future letters to 
be aſked by him viva vc, as we uſed to call it at 
the college; then let your anſwers be conceived and 
expreſſed exactly in the ſame language as if he was 
preſent. This is all that he requires from you, and [ 
am fure the taſk is not difficult. He is your friend: 
who would be -aſhamed to write to ſuch a perſon ? 
Atthough he is a man of learning and tafte, yet I am 
fure he will read your letters with ꝓleaſure; if they _ 
be not elegant, they will ſmell of the woods, and be 
a little wild; I know your turn, they will contain 
ſome matters which he never knew before. Some 
people are ſo fond of novelty, that they will overlook 
many errors of language for the ſake of information. 
We are all apt to love and admire exotics, tho they 
may be often inferior 40-what ave poſſeſs; and that is 
the reaſon I imagine, why ſo many perſons are conti- 
nually going to viſit Italy.— That country is the daily 
reſort of modern travellers. 561 
James. I ſhould like to know what is there to be 
ſeen ſo goodly and profitable, that ſo many ſhould 
wiſh to viſit no other count; 7? 
Miniſter. I do not very well know. I fancy their 
object is to trace the veſtiges.of a once. flourĩſhing +peo- 
ple now extint, There they amuſe themſelves in 
viewing the ruins of temples and other buildings which 
have very little affinity with thoſe of the preſent age, 
and muſt therefore impart a knowledge which appears 
uſeleſs and trifling. 1 have often wondered that no 
ſkilful botanifts or learned men ſhòuld come over here; 


methinks there would be much more real ſatisfaction 
in obſerving among us, the humble rudiments and em- 
bryos of ſociety ſpreading every where, the recent 
foundation of our towns, and the ſettlements of 
many rural diſtricts. I am ſure that the rapidity o 
their growth would be more pleaſing to-behold, mw f 
_ ES "> the 
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the ruins of old towers, uſeleſs aqueducts, or impend- 
ing battlements. — | 94: 4 | 
James. What you ſay, Miniſter, ſeems. very true: 
do go on: I always love to hear you talk. 
Minifter, Don't you think, neighbour James, that 
the mind of a good and enlightened iſhman would 
be more improved in remarking, throughout theſe pro- 
vinces the cauſes which render ſo many people happy ? 
In delineating the unnoticed means by which we daily 
increaſe the extent 'of our ſettlements? How we con- 
vert huge foreſts into pleaſing fields, and exhibit thro 
theſe tharteen provinces ſo ſingular a diſplay of eaſy 
- ſubſiſtence and political felicity... - „ 
In Italy all the objects of contemplation, all the re- 
veries of the traveller, muſt have a reference to antient 
enerations, and to very diſtant periods, clouded. with 
miſt of ages. Here, on the contrary, every thi 
is modern, eful and benign. Here we have 
no war to deſolate our fields: our religion does noe 
reſs the cultiyators: we are ſtrangers to thoſe feu- 
inſtitutions which have enſlaved ſo many. Here 
nature opens her broad lap to receive the perpetual 
acceſſion of new comers, and to ſupply them with food. 
I am ſure I cannot be called a partial American when 


I fay, that the ſpectacle afforded. by theſe pleaſing 


' ſcenes muſt be more entertaining, and more philoſophi- 
cal than thatwhich ariſes from beholding the muſty ruins 
of Rome. Here every thing would inſpire the reflecting 
traveller with the moſt philanthropic ideas; his imagi- 
nation, inſtead of ſubmitung to the painful and uſeleſs 
retroſpect of revolutions, deſolations and plagues, would, 
on the contrary, - wiſely ſpring. forward to the antici- 
fields of future culuvation and-improvement, to 
the future extent of thoſe ions which are to re- 
pleniſh and embelliſh this boundleſs continent. There 
the half-ruined amphitheatres, and the putrid fevers of 
the Campania, muſt, fill the mind with the moſt me- 
lancholy reflections, whulſt he is ſeeking for the origin, 
B 3 7 and 
#* The troubles, that now convulſe the American colonies, had 
not broke out whea this, and ſorae of (he following letters were 
written, . 


ſurrounded, and for the cauſe of fo 
Here he 12 very 
man 


others half depopulated. 
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and the intention ef thoſe ſtructures with which he is 
t a detay.— 
Innings and 
ſociety, which can be traced no 


outlines of 


where now but in this part of the world. The reſt 


of (the earth, I am told, is in ſome places too full, in 
ed. Mifpuided religion, ny, 
and abſurd laws, every where depreſs and affliet man- 
kind. Here we have in ſome meaſure regained the 
antient dignity of our Tpecies ; out laws are fimple and 
juſt, we ate a race of cuſtivators, bur cultivation is 
unrefttained, and therefore every thing is proſperous 
and flouriſhing, For my part Thad rather admire the 
ample barn of one of our opulent farmers, who himfelf 
felled the firft tree in his plantation, and was the firſt 
founder of his ſettlement, than ſtudy the dimenſions of 


| the temple of Ceres. 1 had rather record the progref- 


ſive ſteps of this induſtrious farmer, throughout all the 
ſtages of his labours and other operations, than exa- 
mine how modern Italian convents can be fupported 


- with6ut doing any thing but ſinging and praying. 


However confined the field of ſpeculation might be 


here, the time of Engliſh travellers would nor be 


wholly loft. The new and unexpected aſpect of our 
extenſive. ſettlements; of our fine rivers; that great 
field of action way _—_— .— = — _ 
peace with-which ſo many people live together, wou 
eatly intereſt the obſerver ! for whatever difficulties 


| there might happen in the obje@ of their reſearches, 
that hoſpitality which prevails from one end of the | 


continent to the other, would in all parts facilitate 
their - excurſions. As it is from the ſurface of the 
und which we till, that we have guthered the wealth 


gro 
we poſſeſs, the ſurface of that ground is therefore the 


only thing that has hitherto! beta known. It will re- 
re the induſtry of "ſubſeqtent' ages, the energy of 
re generations, ere mankind here will have leiſure: 


add abilities to penetrate deep, and, in the bowels of 


this continent, ſearch for the fubterranean riches it no 

doubt contajns.-—Neighbour James, we want much the 

aſſiſtance of men of leiſure and knowledge, we want. 
| eminent 


* 
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| ſx. YO: chemiſts to inform our iron maſters ; to teach 
us how to make and prepare moft of the colobrs we 
uſe. Hers we have none equal to this taſk. If ang 
uſeful diſcoveries are theref6re made r A = 
are the effects of chance, or elſe ariſe from that reſtle 
e which is the principal characteriſtic of theſe 
colonies 

James. Oh could 1 expteſs myſelf gs you do, my 
vide I ſhould not balance a pet way e 1 hoy 
rather be anxious to commence a cotreſpond 
would do me credit. | 

Miniſter, You can write ith a exits 906 880d 40 

will improve very faſt ;. truſt to my prophecy, your let- 
ters, at leaſt, will have the merit of coming from the 
edge of the great wildernels, three hundred 88 * 
the ſee, and three thouſand miles over that ſea: tlils 
will be no detriment 10. them take my word for it. 


You intend one of your children for the gown, hd, 


knows but Mr. F. B. may give you ſome affiftance 
when the lad comes to have concerns with the biſhop ; 
it is good for American farmers to have friends even 
in England. What he requires of you is but fimple— 
whats ave ſpeak out among ourſelves, we call convet- 
fation, and a lettef is yl converſation put down in 
bier ald white. 
bee quite perſuade me—if he lavghs at 
Oy ** i wil bo ro with my rea 
——_ it will be well meant let the 

S „ 0 * T will write r k, and | 
fo let him have the 2 — e of of og gr om the 
bad, the uſeful from the triflitig,; let him ſelect what 
he may want, . and. reject what > aot anſwer his put» 
. T After all, it is but treating Mr. F. B. now that 

is in London, 4s T iedned Ii when he was in Am&- 
rica under this roof; that is, with the beſt things I had; 
given with a good intention; and the beſt Manner T 
was able. Very different, James, very born en 
deed, fid bay. with, T like” aot thy compariſpn ;, our a 
{mall houſe and cellar, our orchard and garden 
ed what he wanted ; one half of his time Mr. F. B. 


poor _ lived upon Sonny but fruit-pies, or * 
| By 


Words; I felt copious, -and / now J can abundant! 


8 © . INTRODUCTORY LETTER. | 
es and milk. Now theſe things were ſuch as Ged had 


| given us, myſelf and wench did the reſt ; we were not 


e creators of theſe victuals, we only cooked them as 
well and as neat as we could, The firſt thing, James, 
is to know what ſort of materials thee haſt within thy 
own ſelf, and then whether thee canſt diſh them up.— _ 
Well, well, wife, thee art wrong for once: if I was 
filled with wotldly vanity, thy rebuke would be timely, 
but thee knoweſt that I have but little of that. How 
ſhall I know what I am capable of till I try? Hadſt 
thee never employed- thyſelf in thy father's houſe to 
learn and to practiſe the many branches of houſe-keep- 
ing that thy parents were for, thee wouldſt 
ba ve made but a forry wife for an American farmer; 
thee never ſhouldſt have been mine. I married thee 
not for What thee hadſt, but for what thee kneweſt; 
doeſt not thee obſerve what Mr. F. B. ſays beſide? he 


"tells me, that the art of writing is juſt like unto every 


other art of man ; that it is acquired by habir, and by 
perſeverance, That is fingularly true, faid our mini- 
ter, he that ſhall write a letter every day of the week, 
will, on Saturday, perceive the ſixth flowing from his 

n much more readily than the firſt. I obſerved when 
Fi firſt entered into the miniſtry and began to preach the 


F 


to a parched ſoil, which pr 


word, I felt perplexed and dry, w mind was like un- 
odncer 


nothing, not even 


weeds. By the bleſſing of heaven, and my perſeve- 


rance in ſtudy, I grew richer in thoughts, phraſes and 
from any text that occurs'to my mind. 'So wi 

it be with you, neighbour James ; begin therefore with- 
out delay ; and Mr F. B's letters may be of great ſer- 


vice to you: he will, no doubt, inform you of many 


things: correſpondence conſiſts in reciprocal letters, 
Leave off your diffidence, and I will do my beſt to help 
you whenever I have any leiſure. Well then, I aw 
reſolved, I faid, to follow your counſel ; my letters 
all not be ſent, nor will I receive any, without read- 
ing them to you and my wife; women are curious, 
they love o know their huſband's ſecrets ; it will not 
be the firſt thing which 1 have ſubmitted to your joint 

id opintons, 
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ons. Whenever you come ts dine with us, theſe 
all be the laſt diſh- on the table. Nor will they be 


the moſt unpalatabte, anſwered the man. Nature 


hath given you a tolerable ſhare of ſenſe, and that is 
one of her beſt gifts let me tell 1 She has given 
you beſides ſome perſpicuity, which qualifies you to 
diſtinguiſh intereſting objects; a warmth of imagina- 
tion which enables you to think with quickneſs ; you 
often extract uſeful reflections from objects which pre- 
ſented none to my mind: you have a tender and a 
well meaning heart, you love deſcription, and your 
pencil, aſſure yourſelf, is not a bad one for the pencil 
of a farmer; it ſeems. to be held without any labour; 
your miad is. what we called at Vale college a Tabula 


raſa, where ſpontaneous and ſtrong impreſſions are de- 


lineated with facility. Ah, neighbour! had you re- 
ceived but half the-educationof Mr. F. B you had been 
a worthy correſpondent indeed. But perhaps you. wil 
be a more entertaining one dreſſed in your ſimple A- 
merican garb, than if you were clad in all the gowns 
of Cambridge. You will appear to him ſomething 
like one of our wild American plants, irregularly lux- 


uriant in its various branches, which an European 


ſcholar may probably think ill placed and uſeleſs. If 
our foil is not remarkable as yet for the excellence of 
its fruits, this exuberance is however a ſtrong proof of 
fertility, which wants nothing but the progreſſive know- 
ledge acquired by time to amend and to correct. It 
is eaſier to retrench than it is to add: I do not mean 


to flatter you, neighbour James, adulation would ill 


become my character, you may therefore believe what 
your paſtor ſays. Were I in Europe I ſhould be tired 


with perpetually ſeeing eſpaliers, plaſhed hedges, and 


trees dwarfed into pigmies. Do let Mr. F. B. fee on 
paper a fe American wild cherry- trees, ſuch as na- 
ture forms them here, in all her unconfined vigour, 
in all the amplitude of theis extended limbs and 
ſpreading ramifications, let him ſee that we are poſſeſſ- 
ed with ſtrong vegetated embryos. After all, why 


ſhould not a farmer be allowed to make uſe of his 
mental faculdies as well 1 — 3 becauſe a man 


5 works 


* 


10 INTRODUCTORY LETTER, 


works, is not he to think, and if he thinks uſefully, 
why ſhould not he in his leiſure hours ſet down his. 
thoughts? I have compoſed many à good ſermon as 1 
followed my. plough. The eyes not being then en- 


aged on any particular object, leaves the mind free 
— 42 of many uſeful ideas, It is not in 
the noiſy ſhop of a blackſmith or of a carpenter, that 
theſe ſtudious moments can be enjoyed; it is as we 
filently till. the ground, and muſe along the odorife- 
rous Rom of our low lands, uninterrupted either 
by ſtones or ſtumps ; it is there that the ſalubrious ef- 
fluvia of the earth animate our ſpirits and ſerve to in- 
ſpire us; every other avocation of our farms are ſe- 
vere labours compared to this pleaſing occupation: of 
all the taſks which mine impoſes on me ploughing is 
the moſt agreeable, becauſe I can think as I work; 
my mind is at leiſure ; my labour flows from inſtinct, 
as well as that of my horſes; there is no kind of dif- 
ference between us in our different ſhares of that opera- 
tion; one of them keeps the furrow, the other avoids it; 
at the end of my field they turn either to the right or left 
as they are bid, whilſt I thou htleſsly hold and guide the 
Plough to which they are harneſſed. Do therefore, 
neighbour, begin this correſpondence, and perſevere, 
difhculties will vaniſh in proportion as you draw near 
them, you'll be ſurprized at yourſelf by and by: when 
- you come to look back you'll fay as I have often ſaid to 
myſelf; had I been diffident I had never proceeded 
thus far. Would you painfully till your ſtony up-land 
and neglect the fine rich bottom which lies before your 
door? Had you never tried, you never had learned 
how to mend and make your ploughs. It will be no 
{mall pleafure ro your children to tell hereafter, that 
their father was not only one of the moſt induſtrious 
farmers in the country, but one of. the beſt writers. 
When you have once begun, do as when you begin 
breaking up your ſummer fallow, you never conſider 
what remains to be done, you view rd what. you 


have ploughed. Therefore, neighbour James, take 
my advice; it will go well with you, I am ſure it 
will »> And do you really think ſo, Sir? Your 

„ counſel, 
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counſel, which I haye long followed, weighs much 
with me, I verily believe that I muſt write to Mr. F. 
B. by the firſt veſſel. If thee perfiſteſt in being 
ſuch a fool hardy man, faid my wife, for God's fake 
let it be kept a profound: ſecret among us; if it were 
onde known abroad that thee writeft to a great and 
rich man over at London, there would be no end of 
the talk of the people; ſome would vow that thee art 
ding to turn an author, others would pretend to 
oreſee ſome great alterations in the welfare of thy 


family; ſome would fay this, ſome would ſay that: 


who would wiſh to become the ſubject of public talk? 


Weigh this matter well before thee beginneſt, James 


— conſider that a great deal of thy time, and of thy 
reputation is at ſtake as I ma _ Wert thee to 
write as well as friend Edmund, whofe ſpeeches I of- 
ten ſee in our papers, it would be the very ſelf fame 
thing; thee wouldit be equally accuſed of idleneſs, 
and vain notions not befitting thy condition. Our co- 
lonel would be often coming here to know what it is that 
thee canſt write ſo much about. Some would imagine 
that thee wanteſt to become either an aſſembly-man or a 


magiſtrate, which God forbid ; and that thee art tel- 


ling the king's men abundance of things. Inſtead of 
being well looked upon as now, and living in peace 
with all the world, our neighbours would be making 
ſtrange ſurmiſes: I had rather be as we are, neither 
better nor worſe than the reſt of our country folks. 
Thee knoweſt what J mean, though I ſhould be ſorry 
to deprive thee of any honeſt recreation. "Therefore 
as I have faid before, let it be as great a ſecret as if 


it was ſome heinous crime ; the miniſter, J am ſure, 


will not divulge it; as for my part, though I am a 
woman, yet I know what it is to be a wife, —I would 
not have thee, James, paſs for what the world calleth 
a writer; no, not for a peek of gold, as the faying is. 
Thy father before thee was a plain dealing, honeſt 
man, punctual in all things; he. was one of yea and 
nay, of few words, all he minded was his farm and 
his work. I wonder from whence thee haſt got this 
love of the pen? Had he ſpent his time in ſending 

; epiſties 
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epiſtles to and fro, he never would have left thee this 
goodly plantation, free from debt. All I ay is in. 
| good — you ple over ſea may write to-' 
our town's folks, becauſe they have nothing elſe to do. 

Theſe Engliſhmen are ſtrange people; becauſe 
ean live 2 what they call bank notes, wi 

| nan, ere 
fame is goodly country never would have been 
| 
| 


. 
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tilled and cleared with theſe notes. I am ſure when 
Mr. F. B. was here, he ſaw thee ſweat and take a- 
bundance of pains ; he often told me how the Ameri- 
Cans worked a great deal harder than the home Engliſh- 
men ; for there he told us, that they have no trees to 
cut down, no fences to make, no. negroes to buy and 
to clothe: and. now I think on it, when wilt thee ſend 
| him thoſe trees he beſpoke? But if they have no trees 
1 to cut down, they have gold in abundance, they 
ſay; for they rake it and ſcrape it from all parts 
Y far and near. I have often heard my grandfa- 
| ther tell how they live there by writing. By writ- 
. ing they ſend this cargo unto us, that to the Weſt, 
| and the other to the Eaft-Indies. But, James, thee 
1 knoweſt that it is not by writing that we ſhall pay the 
blackſmith, the miniſter, the weaver, the taylor, and 
| the Engliſh ſhop. But as thee art an early man fol- 
1 low thine own inclinations; thee wanteſt ſome reſt, I 
| am fure, and why ſhouldſt thee not employ it as. it 
| may ſeem meet unto thee.—However let it be a great 
| ſecret; how wouldſt thee bear to be called at our 
country meetings, the man of the pen? If this ſcheme 
of thine was once known, travellers as they go along 
would point out to our houſe, ſaying, here liveth the 
ſcribbling farmer: better hear them as uſual obſerve, 
here liveth the warm ſubſtantial family, that never 
begrudgeth a meal of victuals, or a meſs of oats, to 
any one that ſteps in. Look how fat and well clad 
1 their negroes are. 2653 OR: 
Thus, Sir, have I given you an unaffected and 
candid detail of the converſation which determined me 
to accept of your inyitation. I thought it neceſſary 


thus to begin; and to let you into theſe primary fe- 
_ crets, 


— — 
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erets, to the end that you may not hereafter reproach 
me with any degree of preſumption. - You'll plainly 
ſee the motives which have induced me to begin, the 
fears which I have entertained, and the principles on 
which my diffidence hath been founded. I have now 
nothing to do but to proſecute my taſł Remember 
you are to give. me my ſubjeQs, and on no otlier ſhall - 
I write, leff you ſhould: — me for an injudicious 
choice However incorre& my ſtile, however unex- 
pert my methods, however trifling my obſervations 
may hereafter appeap to you, aſſure yourſelf they will 
all be the genuine dictater of my mind; and I hope will 
prove acceptable on that account. Remember that 
you have laid the foundation of this correſpondence ; 
you well know that I am neither a philoſopher, politi- 
cian, divine, nor naturaliſt, ' but a ſimple farmer. I 
flatter myſelf, therefore, that you receive my letters 
as conceived, not according to ſcientific rules to which 
I am a perfect ſtranger, but agreeable to the ſponta- 
neous 1 which each ſubjet may inſpire. 
This is only line I am able to follow; the line 
which nature has herſelf traced for me: this was the 
venant which I made with you, and with which you 
med to be well pleaſed. Had you wanted the ſtile 
of the learned, the refleQions of the patriot, the diſ- 
cuſſions of the politician, the curious obſervations of 
the naturaliſt, the pleaſing .garb of the man of taſte, 
ſurely you would have applied to ſome of thoſe men 
of letters with which our cities abound. But fince on 
the contrary, and for what reaſon I know not, you 
wiſh to correſpond with. a cultivator of the earth, 
with a ſimple citizen, you muſt receive my letters for 
better or worſe, | 


LETTER 
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ON THE SITUATION, FEELINGS, AND PLE As 
SURES OF AN AMERICAN FARMER, _. 


S you are the. firſt enff$htened European I have 
ever had the pleaſure of being acquainted with, you 
will not be ſurprized that I ſhould, according to your 
earneſt deſire and my promiſe, 2 anxious of pre- 
ſerving your friendſhip and correſpondence. By your 
accounts, I obſerve a material difference ſubſilte be- 
tween your huſbandry, modes, and cuſtoms, and 
ours; every thing is local; could we enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the Engliſh farmer, we thould be much 
— — but this wiſh, like many others, 
implies a contradiction; and could the Englith farmer 
ba ve ſome of thoſe privileges we poſſeſs, they would 
be the firſt of their claſs in the world. Good and 
evil I ſee is to be found in all ſocieties, and it is in 
vain to ſeek for any ſpot where thoſe ingredients are 
not mixed. I therefore reſt ſatisfied, thank God 
that my lat is to be an American farmer, inſtead of a 
Ruſſian boor, or an Hungarian peaſant. I thank you 
kindly for the idea, however dreadful, which you 
have given me of their lot and condition; your obſer- 
vations have confirmed me in the juſtneſs of my ideas, 
and I am happter now than I thought myſelf before. 
It is ſtrange that miſery, when viewed in others 
ſhould become to us a ſort of real good, though l 
am far from rejoicing to hear that there are in the 
world men fo thoroughly wretched ; they are no 
doubt as harmleſs, induſtrious, and willing to work 
as we*are, Hard is their fate to be thus condemned 
to a ſlavery worſe than that of our negroes. Yet 
when I entertained ſome thoughts of felling 
f 4 farm. I thought it afforded but a dull repetition 
0 


the ſame labours and pleaſure. I thought the for- 
mer tedious and heavy, the latter few and inſipid; 
but when I came to conſider myſelf as diveſted 7 my 
8 | arn, 
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farm, I then found the world ſo wide, and every place 
ſo full, that 1 n to fear leſt there would be no 
room for me. y farm, my houſe, my barn, pre- 
ſented to my imagination, objects from which I ad- 
duced quite new ideas; they were more forcible than 
before. Why ſhould not I find myſelf happy, ſaid I, 
where my father was before? He left me no good 
books it is true, —— me no other education than 
the art of reading and writing; but he left me a good 
farm, and his experience; he left me free from debts, 
and no kind of difficulties to ſtruggle with. I marri- 
ed, and this perfectly reconciled me to my ſituation; 
my _ n — at — 2 and 
leaſing; it no r ap y Itary 
- 2 when I — to work 2 my fields 1 work- 
ed with more alacrity and ſprightlineſs; I felt that I 
did not work for myſelf alone, and this encouraged 
me much. My wife would often come with her knit- 
ting in her hand, and fit under the ſhady trees, praiſ- 
ing the ſtraightneſs of my furrows, and the docility of 
my horſes; this ſwelled my heart and made every 

thing light and pleaſant, and I regretted: that I had 
not married before. | I felt myſelf happy in my new 
ſituation, and where is that ſtation which can confer 
a more ſubſtantial ſyſtem of felicity than that of an 
American farmer, poſſeſſing freedom of action, free- 
dom of thoughts, ruled by a mode of government 
which requires but little from us? I owe nothing, but 
a pepper corn to my country, a ſmall tribute to my 
king, with loyalty and due reſpect; I know no other 
landlord than the lord of all land, to whom I owe the 
moſt fincere gratitude, My father left me three hun- 
dred and ſeventy-one acres of land, forty-ſeven of 
which are good timothy meadow, an excellent or- 
.chard, a -good houſe, and a ſubſtantial barn: It is 
my duty to think how happy I am that he lived to 
build and to pay for all bes improvements; what 
are the labours which I have to undergo, what 
are my fatigues when compared to his, who had eve- 
ry thing to do, from the firſt tree he felled to the ſi · 
niſhing of his houſe ? Every year I kill from 1,5 00 to 
, 2,000 


by 
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2000 weight of pork, 1,200 of beef, half a dbzen of 
good wethers in harveſt : of fowls my wife has always 
à great ſtock: what can I wiſh more? My negroes 
are tolerably faithful and healthy ; by a long ſeries of 
mduſtry and honeſt dealings, my father 'Jeft behind 
him the name of a goed man; I have but to tread his 
gow to be happy and. a good man like him, I 
know enough of the law to regulate my little con- 
eerns with propnety, nor do I dread its-power ; theſe 
are the grand outlines of my ſituation, but as I can 
fee] much more than I am able to expreſs, I bardly 
know how to proceed. When my firſt ſon was born, 
the whole train of wy ideas were ſuddenly altered; 
never was there a. C that ated fo quickly and 
powerfully ; I ceaſed to ramble in imagination thro” 
the wide world; my excurſions fince have not ex- 
ceeded the bounds of my farm, and all my principal 
pleaſures are now centred within its ſcanty limits: but 
at the ſame time there is not an operation belonging 
to it in which I do not find ſome food for uſeful re- 
flections. This is the reafon, I ſuppoſe, that when 
you was here, you uſed, in your refined ſtile, to de- 
nominate me the farmer of feelings ; how rude muſt 
thoſe feelings be in him who daily holds the axe or the 
plough, how much more refined on the contrary thoſe 
of the European, whoſe mind is improved by educa- 


uf tion, example, books, and by every acquired advan- 


tage! Thoſe feelings, however, 1 will delineate as 
well as I can, agreeably to your earneſt requeſt. 
When I eontemplate my wife, ym fire-fide, while 
the either ſpins, knits, darns, or fuckles our child, I 
cannot deſcribe the various emotions ef love, of gra- 
titude, of eonſcious pride whieh thrill in my heart, 
and often overflow in in voluntary tears. I feel the neceſ- 
ſity, the ſweet pleaſure of acting my part, the part of 
an huſband and father, with an attention and _ 
ety which may entitle me to my geod fortune. It is 
true theſe pleaſing images vaniſh with the ſinoke of 
my pipe, but though they diſappear from my mind, 
* the impreſſion they have made on my heart is indeli- 
ble. When I play with the infant, my warm imagi- 
nation 
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nation runs forward, and eagerly anticipates his fature 
temper and conſtitution, I would willingly open the 
book of fate, and know in which page his deftiny is 
delineated ; alas! where is the father who in thoſe 
moments of paternal extacy can delineate one half of 
the thoughts which dilate his heart? I am ſure I can» 
not; then again I fear for the health of thoſe who are 
become — dear to me, and in their — 4 ſevere- 
| for the joys 1 experienced while they were 
<A wi! Whenever 1. 0 — it is always involunta- 
ry. I never return home without feeling ſome pleaf- 
emotion, which I often ſuppreſs: as uſeleſs and 
fooliſh, The inſtam I enter on my own land, the 
bright idea of property, of excluſive right, of inde- 
ndence exalt my mind. Precious foil, I fay to my- 
ſelf, by what ſingular cuſtom of law is it that thou 
- waſt made to conſtitute the riches of the freeholder ? 
What ſheuld we American farmers be without the 
diſtinct poſſeſſion of that ſoil? It feeds, it clothes us, 
from it we draw even a great exnberancy, our beft 
meat, our richeft drink, the very honey of our bees 
comes from this privileged ſpot. * No wonder we 
ſhould thus cheriſh its poſſeſſion, no wonder that fo 
many Europeans who have never been able to fay 
that ſuch portion of land was theirs, croſs the Atlan- 
tic to realize that happineſs: This. formerly rude foi - 
has been converted, by my father into a pleaſant farm, 
and in return it has eſtabliſhed all our rights; on it is 
founded our rank, our freedom, our power as citi- 
- Zens, our importance as inhabitants of ſuch a diſtrict. 
Theſe images I muſt confeſs I always behold with 
pleaſure, and extend them as far as my imagination 
can reach: for this is what may be called true 
and the only philoſophy of an American farmer. Pray 
do not laugh in thus ſeeing an artleſs countryman 
tracing himſelf through the ſimple modifications of his 
life; remember that you have required it, therefore 
with candor, though with diffidence, I endeavour to 
follow the -thread of my feelings, but I cannat tell 
you all. Often when I plow my low ground, I place 
wy little boy on à chair which ſcrews to the beam _ 
| 0 
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the plough—its motion and that of the horſes pleaſe 
him, he is perfectly happy and begins to chat. As 1 
lean over the handle, various are the thoughts which 
*croud into my mind. I am now doing for him, I ſay, 
what my father formerly did for me, may God enable 
hun to live that he may perform the fame operations 
for the ſame purpoſes when I am worn out and old! 
I relieve his mother of ſome trouble while I have him 
with me, the odoriferous furrow exhilerates his ſpirits, 
and ſeems to do the child a great deal of good, for 
he looks more blooming ſince I, have adopted that 
practice; can more pleaſure, more dignity be added 
to that primary occupation? The father thus plough- 
ing with his child, and to feed his family, is inferior 
only to the emperor of China, ploughing as an exam- 
le to his gpgdom. In the evening when I return 
home through my tow grounds, I am aſtoniſhed at the 
myriads of inſects which I perceive dancing in the beams 
of the ſetting ſun. I was before ſcarcely acquainted 
with their exiſtence, they are ſo ſmall that it is difficult 
to diſtinguiſh them; they are carefully improving this 
ſhort evening ſpace, not daring to expoſe themſelves 
to the blaze of our meridian fun. I never ſee an e 
brought on my table but I feel penetrated with the 
wonderful change it would have undergone but for 
my gluttony ; it might have been a gentle uſeful hen 
leading her chickens with a care and vigilance which 
ſhame to many women, A. cock perhaps, ar- 
rayed with the moſt majeſtic plumes, tender to its 
mate, bold, courageous, endowed with an aſtoniſhing 
inſtinct, with thoughts, with memory, and every di- 
ſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the reaſon of man. I 
never ſee my trees drop their leaves and their fruit in 
the autumn, and bud again in the ſpring, without 
wonder: the ſagacity of thoſe animals which have 
long been the tenants of my farm, aſtoniſh me : 
ſome of them ſeem to ſurpaſs even men in memory 


and fagacity. I could tell you fingular inſtances of 
that kind, What then is this inſtinct which we ſo 
debaſe, and of which we are taught to entertain ſo 
diminutive an idea? My bees, above any other te- 

a ‚ nants 
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nants of my farm, attract my attention and reſpect; I 
am aſtoniſhed to ſee that nothing exiſts but what has its 


enemy, one ſpecies purſue and live upon the- other: 


unfortunately our kingbirds are the deſtroyers of thoſe 
induſtrious inſets ; but on the other hand, theſe birds 
preſerve our fields from the depredation of crows which 
they purſue on the wing with great vigilance and aſto- 
niſhing dexterity, Thus divided by two intereſted mo- 
tives, I have long reſiſted the deſire I had to kill them, 
until laſt year, when- I thought they increaſed too 
much, and my indulgence had been carried too far; 
it was at the time of ſwarming when they all came 


and fixed themſelves on the neighbouring trees, from 


whence they catched thoſe that returned loaded from 
the fields. This made me reſolve to kill as many as 1 
could, and I was juſt ready to fire, when a bunch of 
dees as big as my fiſt, iſſued from one of the hives, 
ruſhed on one of the birds, and probably ſtung him, 
for he inſtantly ſcreamed, and flew, not as before, in 
an irregular manner, but in a direct line. He was 
followed by the ſame bold phalanx, at a conſiderable 
diſtance, which unfortunately becoming too ſure of 
victory, quitted their military array and diſbanded 
themſelves. - By this inconſiderate ſtep they loft all 
that aggregate of force which had made the bird fly 
off, Perceiving their diſorder he immediately return- 
ed and ſnapped as many as he wanted; nay he had 
eyen the impudence to alight on the very twig from 
which the bees had drove him. I killed him and im- 
mediately opened his craw, from which I took 171 
bees ; I laid them all on a blanket in the ſun, and to 
2 great ſurprize 54 returned to life, licked them- 
ſelves clean, and Joyfully went back to the hive; 
where they probably informed their companions of 
ſuch an adventure and eſcape, as 1 believe had never 
| happened before to American bees! I draw a great 
fund of pleaſure from the quails which inhabit my 
farm; they abundantly repay me, by their various 
notes and peculiar tamenels, for the inviolable hoſpi- 
tality I conſtantly ſhew them in the winter. Inſtead 
of perfidiouſly taking advantage of their great and af- 


fecting 
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fecting diſtreſs, when nature offers nothing but a Bar- 
ren univerſal bed of ſnow, when irreſiſtible neceſſſty 
forces them to my barn doors, I permit them to feed 
unmoleſted ; and it is not the leaſt agreeable ſpectacle 
which that dreary ſeaſon 1 when J ſee thoſe 
beautiful birds, tamed by „intermingling with 
all my cattle and ſheep, ſeeking in ſecurity for the 
pour canty grain which but for them would be uſe- 
eſs and loſt, Often in the angles of the fences where 
the motion'of the wind prevents the ſnow from ſettling, 
F carry them both chaff and grain; the one to feed 
them, the other to prevent their tender feet fronr 
freezing faſt to the earth as T have frequently obſerv- 
ed them to do. I do not know an * in which 
the fingular barbarity of man is ſo ſtrongly dehneated, 
as in the catching and murthering thoſe harmleſs birds, 
at that cruel ſeaſon of the year. Mr. , one of 
the moſt famous and extraordinary farmers that has 
ever done honour to the province of Connecticut, by 
his timely and humane aſſiſtance in a hard winter, 
faved this ſpecies from being entirely deſtroyed; 
They periſhed all over the country, none of their de- 
Kghrful. whiſtlings were heard the next ſpring, but up- 
on this gentleman's farm; and to his humanity we 
owe the continuation of their muſic. When the ſeve- 
rities of that ſeaſon have diſpirited all my cattle, no 
farmer ever attends them with more pleaſure than 

do; it is one of thoſt duties which is ſweetened. with 
the moſt rational fatisfaction. I amuſe myſelf in be- 
holding their different tempers, actions, and the va- 
rious effects of their inſtinct now powerfully impelled 
by the force of hunger. I trace their various incli- 
nations, and the different effects of their paſſions; 
which are exactly the fame as among men; the law 
is to us preciſely what I am in my barn yard, a bri- 
dle and check to prevent the ſtrong and greedy from 
oppreſſing the timid and weak. Conſcious of ſuperi- 
ority they always ftrive to encroach on their neigh- 
bours ; unſatisfied with their portion, they eagerly 
fwallow it in order to have an opportunity of taking 
what is given to others, except they ate prevented. 
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some I chide, others, unmindful of my admonitions, 
receive ſome blows. Could victuals thus be given te 
men without the aſſiſtance of any language, 1 am ſure 
they would not behave better to one another, nor 
more philoſophically than my cattie do. The ſame 
ſpirit prevails in the ftable ; but there I have to do 
with more generous animals, there my well known 
voice has immediate influence, and ſoon reſtores pant 

and tranquitlity. - Thus by ſaperior knowledge I go- 
vern all my catile as wiſe men are obliged to govern 
fools and the ignorant. A variety of other thoughts 


croud on my mind at that peculiar inſtant, but they 


all vaniſh by the time I return home. If in a cold 


Waight I ſwiftly travel in my fledge, carried along at 
the rate of twelve miles an hour, many are the reflec- 


tions excited by ſurrounding Gircumſtances. - 1; aſk 
myſelf what fort of an agent. is that which we call 
froſt ? Our miniſter compares it to needles, the points 
of which enter our pores. What is become of the 
heat of the ſummer, in what part of the world is it 
that the N. W. keeps theſe grand magazines of nitre? 
when I ſee in the morning a river over which I can 
travel, that in the evening kefare was liquid, I am a- 
ſtoniſhed indeed! What is become af thoſe millions 
of inſets which played in our ſummer fields, and in 
our evening. meadows ; they were ſo puny and fo de- 
licate, the period of their exiſtence was ſo ſhort, that 
one cannot help wondering how they could learn, in 
that ſhont ſpace, the ſublime art to hide themſelves 
and their offspring in ſo perfect a manner as to baffle 
the rigour of the ſeaſon, and preſerve that precious 


embrio of life, that ſmall partion of -ethereal heat, 


which if once deſtroyed would deſtroy the ſpecies ! 
Whence that irreſiſtible propenſity to ſleep, fo common 
in all thoſe who. are ſeverely attacked by the. froſt. 
Dreary as this; ſeaſon appears, yet it has like all others 
its miracles, it preſents to man a variety of problems 
which he can never reſolve ; among the reſt, we have 
here a ſet of ſinall birds which never appear until the 
ſnow falls; 22 all others, they dwell and ap- 
pear to delight in that element. 

| It 
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It is my bees, however, which afford me the maſt 
pleaſing and extenfive themes; let me look at them 
when I will, their government, their induſtry, their 
quarrels, their paſſions, always preſent me with ſome- 
thing new; for which rea ſon, when weary with la- 
bour, my common place of reft is under my locuſt- 
trees, cloſe by my bee-houſe. By their movements I 
can predict the weather, and can tell the day of their 
ſwarming ; but the moſt difficult point is, when on 


the wing, to know whether they want to go to the ; 


woods or not. If they have previouſly pitched in 


ſome hollow trees, it is not the allurements of falt 


and water, of fennel, hickory leaves, &c. nor the fineſt 
box, that can induce them to ſtay ; they will prefer ü 

beſt poliſhed ma- 1 * 
hogany hive. When that is the caſe with mine, 1 


thoſe rude, rough habitations to 


ſeldom thwart their inclinations ; it is in freedom that 
they work: were I to confine them, they would 
dwindle away and quit their labour. In fuch excur- 
ſions we only part for a while; I am generally ſure 
to find them again the following fail. -This elope- 
ment of theirs only adds to my recreations; I know 
how to deceive even their ſuperlative inſtin& ; nor do 
I fear loſing them, though eighteen miles from my 
houſe, and lodged in the moſt lofty trees, in the moit 
impervious of our foreſts. I once took you along 
with mg in one of theſe rambles, and yet you inſiſt on 
my repeating the detail of our operations: it brings 
back into my mind many of the uſeful and entertain- 
ing reflections with which you fo happily beguiled our 
tedious hours. 

After I have done ſowing, by way of recreation, I 
prepare for a week's jaunt in the woods, not to hunt 
either the deer or the bears, as neighbours do, 
but to catch the more harmleſs bees, I cannot boaſt 
that this chace is ſo noble, or ſo famous among men, 
but I find it leſs fatiguing, and full as profitable; and 
the laſt conſideration is the only one that moves me. 
I take with me my dog, as a companion, for he is 
- uſeleſs as to this game; my gun, for no man you 
know ought to enter the woods without one 3 my 

| ; et, 


AMERICAN FARMER, 23 


blanket, ſome proviſions, ſome wax, vermillion, ho- 
ney, and a ſmall pocket compaſs. With theſe imple- 
ments I proceed to ſuch woods as are at a confidera- 
ble diſtance from any ſettlements. I carefully exa- 
mine whether they abound with large trees, if fo, I 
make a ſmall fire on ſome flat ſtones, in a convenient 
place; on the fire I put ſome wax; cloſe by this fire, 
on another ſtone, I drop honey in diſtin drops, 
which 1 ſurround with ſmall quantities of vermillion, 
laid on the ſtone ; and then I retire carefully to watch 
whether any bees appear. If there are any in that 
neighbourhood, I reft aſſured that the ſmell of the burnt 
wax will unavoidably attract them; they will ſoon find 
out the honey, for they are fond of preying on that which 
is not their own; and in their approach they will neceſ- 
EF farily tinge themſelves with ſome particles of vermil- 
lion, which will adhere long to their bodies. I next 
fix my compaſs, to find out their courſe, which they 
keep invariably ſtraight when they are returning'home 
loaded. By the aſſiltance of my watch, I obſerve how 
long thoſe are — which are marked with ver- 
million. Thus poſſeſſed of the courſe, and, in ſome 
0 meaſure, of the diftince, which I can eaſily gueſs at, 
y I follow the firſt, and ſeldom fail of coming to the 
4t tree where thoſe republics are lodged. I then mark 
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g it; and thus, with patience, I have found out ſome- 
IN times eleven ſwarms in a ſeaſon; and it is inconceiva- 
7s ble what a quantity of honey theſe trees will ſome- 
n- times afford. It entirely depends on the ſize of the 
ur hollow, as the bees never reſt nor ſwarm till it is all 


repleniſned; for, like men, it is only the want of 
room that induces them to quit the maternal hive. 
Next, I proceed to ſome of the neareſt ſettlements, . 
where I procure proper aſſiſtance to cut down the 
trees, get all my prey ſecured, and then return home 
with my prize. The firſt bees I ever procured were 
thus foynd in the woods by mere accident ; for at 
that time I had no kind of Gl in this method of tra- 
cing them. The body of the tree being perfectly 
ſound, they had lodged themſelves in the hollow of 
my One of its principal limbs, which I carefully awed off, 
et, and 
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and with a good deal of labour and induſtry, brought 


it home, where I fixed it up again in the fame poſition” | 


in which I found it growing. This was in April; I 
had five ſwarms that year, and they have been ever 
ſince very proſperous. This buſineſs generally takes 
up a week of my time every fall, — to me it is a 

week of ſalitary eaſe and relaxation. | 
The ſeed is by that time cammitted to the ground; 
there is nathing very material to do at home, 
and this additional quantity of honey enables me to 
be more generous to my home bees, and my wife to 
make a due quantity of mead. The reaſon, Sir, that 
you found mine better than that 'of .others, is, that 
the puts two gallons of brandy in each barrel, which 
ripens it, and takes off that ſweet, luſcious taſte, 
which it is apt to retain a Jong time. If we find any 
where in the woods (no matter on whoſe land) what 
is called a hee-tree, we muſt mark it; in the fall of 
the year when we. propoſe to cut it down, aur duty is 
to inform the proprietor of the land, who is entitled 
to half the contents; if this is not complied with we 
are expoſed to an action of treſpaſs, as well as he who 
ſhould go and cut down a bee-tree which he had nei- 
ther found out nor. marked. x 
We have twice a year the pleaſure of catching 
pigeons, whoſe numbers are ſometimes fo aſtoniſhing 
as to obſcure the ſun in their flight. Where is it that 
they hatch? for ſuch multitudes muſt require an im- 

menſe quantity of food. I fancy they-breed towar 
the plains of Ohio, and thoſe about lake Michigan, 
which abound in wild gats; though L have never kill- 
ed any that had that grain in their craws. In one of 
them, laſt year, I found ſome Jundigeſted rice. Now 
the neareſt rice fields from where 1 live, myſt be at 
leaſt 560 miles; and either their digeſtion muſt be ſu- 

ſpended while they are flying, or elſe they muſt fl 
with the celerity of the =C We catch them with 
a net extended on the ground, to which they are al- 
lured by what we call ame wild pigeons, made blind, 
and faſtened to a long ſtring; his ſhort flights, and 
his repeated calls, never fail to bring them own. 
e 
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The greateſt number I ever catched was fourteen doz- 
en, though, much larger quantities have often been 
trapped. I have frequently ſeen them at the market 
ſo cheap, that for a penny you ht have as many 
as you could carry away; and yet from the extreme 
cheapneſs you muſt not conclude, that they are but 
an ordinary food; on the contrary, I think they are 
excellent. Every farmer has a tame wild pigeon in a 
cage at his door all the year round, in order to be 
ready whenever the ſeaſon comes for catching them. 
The pleaſure I * from the —— of the 
birds in the ſpring, is rior to my poor deſcription, 
as the —_— 122 of their tuneful notes is for 
ever new to me. generally riſe from bed about that 
indiſtin& interval, which, properly ſpeaking, is neither 
night nor day; for this is the moment of the moſt uni- 
verſal vocal choir. . Who can liſten unmoved, to the 
ſweet love tales of our robins, told from tree to 
tree? or to the ſhrill cat birds? The ſublime accents 
of the thruſh from on high, always retard my ſteps that 
I may liſten to the delicious muſic. The variegated 
appearances of the dew drops, as they hang to the 
different objects, muſt preſent even to a clowntſh ima- 
gination, the moſt voluptuous ideas. The aſtoniſhing 
art which all birds diſplay in the conftruQtion of their 
neſts; ill provided as we may ſuppoſe them with pro- 
per tools, their neatnefs, their convenience; always 
make me aſhamed of the ſlovenlineſs of our houtes ; 
their love to their dame, their incefſant careful atten- 
tion, and the peculiar ſongs they addreſs to her while 
ſhe tediouſly incubates their ese remind me of my 
duty; could I ever forget it? Their affection to their 
belpleſs little ones, is à lively precept; and in ſhort, 
the whole economy of what we. proudly call the brute 
creation, is admirable in every circumſtance z-and vain 
min, though adorned with the additional gift of rea» 
ſon, might learn from the perfection of inſtinct, how 
to regulate the follies, and how to temper the errors 
which this ſecond gift often makes him commit, This 
is'a ſubject on which I have. often beſtowed the moſt 
ſerious thoughts; I have "a bluſhed within myſelf, 
| | W-. and 


1 k 4 LES 4 — We its Dre =. AE Wim. ud * N . 5 


/ OR, 


Qs Ro T 


26 SITUATION, xc. OF AN 


and been greatly aſtoniſhed, when I have compared 
the unerring they all follow, all juft, all proper, 
all wiſe, up to the 1 degree of perfection, with 
the coarſe, the imperfect ſyſtems of men, not merely 
as governors and kings, but as maſters, as huſbands, 
as fathers, as citizens. But this is a ſanctuary in 
which an ignorant farmer muſt not preſume to enter. 
If ever man was permitted to receive and enjoy ſome 
bleſſings that was wy alleviate- the many ſorrows to 
which he is expoted, it is certainly. in the country, 
when he attentively conſiders thoſe raviſhing ſcenes 
with which he is every where ſurrounded, This is 
the only time of the year in which I am avaritious of 
every moment, I therefore loſe norle that can add to 
this ſimple and inoffenſive happineſs. I roam early 
throughout all my fields; not the leaft operation do I 
rform, which ,is not accompanied with the moſt 
pleaſing obſervations; were I to extend them as far as 
1 have carried them, I ſhould become tedious ; you 
would think me guilty of affectation, and I ſhould per- 
haps repreſent many things as pleaſurable, from which 
you might not perhaps receive the leaſt agreeable emo- 
tions. But, believe me, what I write is alt true and real. 
Some time ago, as I fat ſmoaking a contemplative 
pipe in my piazza, I faw with-amazement, a remark- 
able inſtance of ſelfiſhneſs diſplayed in a very ſmall 
bird, which I had hitherto reſpected for its inoffenſive- 
neſs. Three nefts were placed 'almoſt contiguous to 
each other in my piazza: that of a ſwallow was affixed 
in the corner next to the houſe, that of a phebe in the o- 
ther, a wren — — a little box which I had made on 
purpoſe, and hung between. Be not furprized at their 
tameneſs, all my family had long been taught to re- 
them as well as myſelf. e wren had ſhewn 
— figns of diſlike to the box which I had given 
it, but 1 knew not on what account; at laſt it reſoly- 
ed, ſmall as it was, to drive the ſwallow from its own 
habitation, and to my very out ſurprize, it ſucceed- 
ed. Impudence often gets the better of modeſty, and 
this exploit was no ſooner performed, than it removed 
every material to its own box, with the moſt * 
ra 


* 


AMERICAN FARMER. 2 
rable dexterity ; the ſigns of triumph appeared very 
viſible, it fluttered its wings with uncommon velocity, 
an univerſal joy was perceivable in all its movements. 
Where did this little bird learn that ſpirit of injuſtice? 
It was not endowed with what we term reaſon! Here 
then is a proof that both thoſe gifts border very near 
on one another; for we ſee the perfection of the one 
mixing with the errors of the other! The peaceable 
fwallow, like the paſſive Quaker, meekly fat at a ſmall 
diftance, and never offered the leaſt reſiſtance ; but no 
ſooner was the plunder carried away, than the injured 
bird went to work with: unabated ardour, and in a 
few days the depredations were repaired. To 
vent however, a repetition of the ſame violence, I re- 
moved the wren's box to. another of the houſe. 

In the middle of my parlour, I have, you may re- 
member, à curious republic of induſtrious hornets ; 
their neſt hangs to the ceiling, by the ſame twig on 
which it was 2 admirably built and contrived in the 
woods. Its removal did not diſpleaſe them, for they 
find in my houſe. plenty of food; and I have left a 
hole open in one of the panes of the window, which 
anſwers all their purpoſes. By this kind ulage, they 
are become quite harmleſs; they hve on the flies, 
which are very troubleſome to us throughout the ſum- 
mer; they are conſtantly buſy in catching them, even 
on the eye-lids of my children. It is ſurprizing how 
quickly they ſmeat them with a ſort of glue, leſt they 
might eſcape, and when thus prepared, they carry 
them to their neſts, as food for their young- ones. 
Theſe-globular neſts, are moſt ingenioufly divided into 
many: ſtories, all provided with cells, and proper com- 
munications. The materials with which this fabric is 
built, they procure from the cottony-furze, with which 
our oak rails are covered; this ſubſtance, tempered 
with glue, produces a ſort of paſte-board, which is 
very „and reſiſts all the inclemeacies of the 
weathat.. by their aſſiſtance, I am but little: troubled. 
with flies. All my family are ſo accuſtomed with their 
ſtrong. buzzing, . that no one takes. any notice of 
them; and though they are fierce and vindictive, yet 
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, kindneſs and hoſpitality have made them uſeful and 
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barmleſs. | be of . 
We have a great variety of waſps; moſt of them 
build their neſts in mud, which they fix againſt the 
— * of our roofs, as nigh the pitch as they can. 
Theſe aggregates repreſent nothing, at firſt view, but 
coarſe and irregular lumps, but if you break them, 
you will obſerve, that the inſide of them contains a 
great number of oblong cells, in which they depoſit 
their eggs, and in which they bury themſelves in the- 
fall of the year. Thus immured, they ſecurely paſs 
through the ſeverity of that ſeaſon, and on the return 
of the ſun are enabled to perforate their cells, and to 
open themſelves a paſſage from theſe receſſes into the 
ſunſhine. The yellow waſps, which build under 
und, in our meadows, are much more to be dread- 
ed, for when the mower unwittingly pafſes his ſcythe 
over their holes they immediately ſally forth with a 
fury. and velocity ſuperior even'to the ſtrength of man. 
They make the boldeſt fly, and the only remedy is to 
lie down and cover our heads with hay, for it is only 
at the head they aim their blows ;- nor is there any 
poſſibility of finiſhing that part of the work until, by 
means of fire and hrimſtone, they are ſilenced. But 


though I have been obliged to execute this dreadful 


ſentence, in my own defence, I have often thought it 
a great pity, for the ſake of a little hay, to lay waſte 
ſo ingemious a ſubterranean town, furniſhed with eve- 
- ee and built with a moſt ſurprizing me- 


I never ſhould have done were I to recount: the 
many objects which involuntarily ſtrike my — 
in the midſt of my work, and — ord me 
the moſt pleaſing relief. Theſe may appear inſignifi- 
cant trifles to a perſon ho has travelled through Eu- 
rope and America, and is acquainted with and 
with many, ſciences ; but fuch ſunple objects of con- 
templation ſuffice me, who have no time to beſtow on 
more extenſive obſervations. Happily theſe require 
no ſtudy, they are obvious, they gild the moments I 
decicate to them, and enliven the ſevere labours _ 
| 8 5 : © per- 
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I perform, At home, my happineſs ſprings from very 
different objects; the a Box. amet -of my chil- 
dren's reaſon, the ſtudy of their dawning tempers at- 
tract all my paternal attention. I have to contrive lit- 
tle puniſhments for their little faults, ſmall encourage- - 
ments for their good actions, and a variety of other 
expedients dictated by various oceaſions. But theſe 
are themes unworthy your peruſal, and which ought 
not to be carried beyond the walls of my houſe, being 
domeſtic myſteries adapted only to the locality of the 
ſmall ſanctuary wherein my family reſides. Some- 
times I delight in inventing and executing machines, 
which ns >> my wife's: labour. I have been tolera - 
bly ſucce ful that way; and theſe, Sir, are the nar- 
row circles within which I conftantly revolve, and 
what can I wiſh for beyond them ? I bleſs God for all 
the good he has given me; I envy no man's proſperi- 
ty, and with no other portion of happineſs than that I 
2 to teach the fame philoſophy to my children; 
and give each of them a farm, ſhew- them how to 

cultivate it, and be like their father, good, ſubſtantial 
independent American farmers—an apellation which 
will be the moſt fortunate one, a man of my claſs can 
poſſeſs, ſo long as our civil government continues to 
thed bleſſings on our huſbandry. Adieu. 
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4 I WISH I could: be acquainted with the feelings 

7 and thoughts which muſt agitate the heart and preſent 

9 themſelves to the mind of an enlightened Engliſhman, 
. when he firſt lands on this continent. He muſt greatly 
. rejoice that he lived at a time to ſee this fair country 
4 diſcovered and ſettled ;: he muſt neceſſarily feel a ſhare 
Ef of national pride, when he views the chain of ſettle- 

| ments which embelliſhes theſe extended ſhores When 

| he fays to himſelf, this is the work of my country- 
40 men, who, when convulſed by factions, afflicted by a 
oh variety of miſeries and wants, reſtleſs and impatient, 
took refuge here. They brought along with them 
1 their national genius, to which my 1 owe 
what liberty way enjoy, and what ſubſtance they poſ- 
ſeſs. Here he ſees the induſtry of his native country 
m diſplayed in a new manner, and traces in their works 
ui, the embrio of all the arts, ſciences, and-ingenuity which. 
| flouriſh in Europe. Here he beholds fair cities, ſub- 
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ſtantial villages, extenſive fields, an immenſe country- 
* filled with decent houſes, good roads, orchards, mea- 
. dows, and bridges, where an hundred years ago all 
1 was wild, woody and uncultivated! What a train of 
"1g pleaſing ideas this fair ſpectacle muſt ſuggeſt ; it is a 


ll | proſpe& which muſt inſpire a good citizen with the 
"ih moſt heartfelt pleaſure. The difficulty conſiſts in the 
bi manner of viewing ſo extenſive a ſcene. He is arri- 
* ved on a new continent; a modern ſociety offers it- 
N. ſelf to his contemplation, different from what he had 
oF hitherto ſeen. It is not compoſed, as in Europe, of 
I great Lords who poſſeſs every thing, and of a herd of 
1 people who have nothing. Here are no ariſtocratical 
10 families, no courts, no kings, no biſhops, no eccleſi- 
4 aſtical dominion; no inviſible power giving to a few a 
yt ' very 4 
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very viſible one; no great manufacturers 22 
thouſands, no great refinements of luxury. The rich 
and the poor are not ſo far removed from each other 


as they are in Europe. Some few towns excepted, 
we are all tillers of the earth, from Nova Scotia to 


Weſt Florida. We are a people of cultivators, ſcat- 
tered over an immenſe territory, communicating with 
each other by means of good roads and navigable ri- 
vers, united by the ſilken bands of mild government, 
all reſpecting the laws without dreading their power, 
becauſe they are equitable. We are all animated with 
the ſpirit of an induſtry which is unfettered and unre- 
ſtrained, becauſe each perſon works for himſelf. If he 
travels through our rural diſtricts he views not the 
hoſtile caſtle, and the haughty manſion, contraſted 

with the clay- built hut and miſerable cabbin, where 
cattle and men help to keep each other warm, and 
dwell in meanneſs, ſmoke and indigence. A pleaſing 


uniformity of decent competence appears throughout 


our habitations. The meaneſt of our log-houſes is a 
dry and comfortable habitation. Lawyer or merchant 
are the faireſt titles our towns afford; that of a farmer 
is the only appellation of the rural inhabitants of our 
country. It muſt take ſome time ere he can reconcile 
himſelf to our dictionary, which is but ſhort in words 
of dignity, and names of honour. There, on a Sun- 
day, he ſees a congregation of reſpectable farmers and 
their wives, all clad in neat homeſpun, well mounted, or 
riding in their own humble waggons. There is not 
among them an _— faving the unlettered magi- 
ſtrate. There he: a parſon as ſimple as his flock, 
a farmer who does not riot on the labour of others. 
We have no princes, for whom we toil, ſtarve, and 
bleed: we are the moſt perfect ſociety now exiſting 


in the world. Here man is free as he ought to be; 


nor is this pleaſing equality fo tranſitory as many others 
are. Many ages wull not ſee the ſhores of our great 
lakes repleniſhed with inland nations, nor the unknown 
bounds of North America entirely peopled. Who can 
tell the millions of men whom it feed and con- 

: 9 ͤ C2 tain? 
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tain? for no European ſoot has as yet travelled half 
the extent of this mighty continent ! ? 1 

The next wiſh of this traveller will be to know 
whence came all theſe people? they are a mixture of 
Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſh, — Dutch, Germans, and 
Swedes. From this promiſcuous breed, that race now 
called Americans have ariſen. The eaſtern provinces 
muſt indeed be excepted, as being the unmixed de- 
ſcendents of Engliſhmen, I have heard many wiſh 
that they had been more intermixed alſo: for m 
part, I am no wiſher, and think it much better as it 
happened. They exhibit a moſt conſpicuous figure 
in this great and variegated picture; they too enter 
for & great ſhare in the pleafing perſpective diſplayed 
in theſe thirteen provinces. I know it is faſhionable to 
«refle& on them, but I reſpect them for what they have 
done; for the accuracy and wiſdom with which th 
have ſettled their territory; for the decency of their 
manners; for their early love of letters; their ancient 
college, the firſt in this hemiſphere; for their induſtry; 
which to me who am but a farmer, is the criterion'of 
every thing. There never was Rs e, fituated as 
they are, who with ſo ungrateful a foil have done more 
in. ſo ſhort a time. Do you think that the monarchi- 
cal ingredients which are more prevalent in other go- 
vernments, have purged them from all foul ſtains? 
Their hiſtories aſſert the contrarrx. 

In this great American aſylum, the poor of Europe 
have by ſome means met together, and in conſequence 
of various cauſes; to what purpoſe ſhould they aſk 
one another what countrymen the are? Alas, two 
thirds of them had no country. Can a wretch who 
wanders about, who works and ſtarves, whoſe life is 
a continual ſcene of fore affliction or pinching penu- 
ry; can that man call England or any other kingdom 
his country? A country that had no bread for him, 
whoſe. fields procured him no harveſt, who met with 
nothing but the frowns of the rich, the ſeverity of the 
laws, with jails. and puniſnments; who owned not a 
ſingle foot of the extenſive furface of this plannet ? 
No! urged by a variety of motives, here they — 

very 
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Every thing has tended to regenerate them; new laws, 
a new mode of living. a new ſocial ſyſtem; here they 
are become men: in Europe they were as fo many | 
uſeleſs plants, wanting vegetative mould, and refreſh- 

ing ſhowers; they withered, and were mowed down 

by want, hunger, and war; but now by the. power of 
tranſplantation, like all other plants they have taken 
root and- flouriſhed ; Formerly they were not num- 
bered in any civil liſt of their country, except in thoſe 
of the poor; here they rank as citizens. By what 
inviſible power has this ſurpriſing metamorphoſis been 
performed? By that of the laws and that of their in- 
duſtry. The laws, the indulgent laws, protect them 
as they arrive; ſtamping on them the ſymbol of adop- 
tion; they receive ample rewards for their labours ; 
theſe accumulated rewards procure: them lands; thoſe - 
lands confer on them the title of freemen, and to that 
title every benefit is affixed which men can poſlibly 
require. This is the great operation daily performed 
by our laws. From whence proceed theſe laws? 
From our government. Whence that government? 
It is derived from the original genius and ſtrong deſire 
of the people ratified apd confirmed by the crown. 
This is the great chain which links us all, this is the 
picture which every province exhibits, Nova Scotia 
excepted. Thiere the crown has done all; either there 
were no people who had genius, or it was not much 
attended to: the conſequence is, that the province is 
very thinly inhabited indeed; the power of the 
crown in conjunction with the muſketos has prevent- 
ed men from ſettling there- Vet ſome part of it 
flouriſhed once; and it contained a mild harmleſs ſet 


of people. But for the fault of a few leaders, the 


whole were baniſhed. The greateſt poliucal error 
the crown ever committed in America, was to cut 
off 1 from a country which wanted nothing but 
Men i 2045 p 
What attachment can a poor European emigrant 
have for a country where he had — The 
knowledge of the langunge, the love of a few kindred 
as poor as himſelf, were 1 7 only. cords that tied * 
; . . 5 . | # 
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protection, and conſequence: 


his country is now that which 2 him land, bread, 
bi panis ibi patria, is 
the motto of all emigrants. What then is the Ameri- 


can, this new man? He is either an European, or the 


deſcendant of an European, hence that ſtrange mixture 
of blood, Which you will find in no other country. I 


could point out to you a family whoſe grandfather was 


an Engliſhman, whoſe wife was Dutch, whoſe fon 
marned a.French woman, and whoſe preſent four ſons 
have now four wives of different nations. He is an 
American, who leaving bebind him all his antient pre- 
judices and manners, receives new ones from the new 
mode of life he has embraced, the new. government 
he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes an 
American by being received in the broad lap of our great 
Alma Mater. Here individuals of all nations are melt» 
ed into a new race of men, whoſe labours and poſte- 
rity will one day cauſe great changes in the world. 
Americans are the weſtern pilgrims, who are carrying 
along with them that great maſs of arts, ſciences, vi- 
gour and induſtry which began long fince in the caſt ; 
they will finiſh the great circle. The Americans were 
once ſcattered all over Europe; here they are incor» 
porated into one of. the fineſt ſyſtems of population 
which has ever appeared, and which will hereafter 
become diſtin by the power of the different climates 
they inhabit. The American ought therefore to love 


this country much better than that wherein either he 


or his forefathers were. born. Here the rewards. of 
his induſtry follow. with equal ſteps, the progreſs of + 
his labour; his labour is founded on the: baſis of na- 
ture, ſelf-intereft ; can it want à ſtronger allurement f 
Wives and children, who before in vain demanded of 
him a morſel of bread, now, fat and frolickſome, 
gladly help their father to clear thoſe fields whence 
exuberant crops are to ariſe to feed and to clothe them 
all without any part being claimed, either by a de- 
ſpotic prince, a rich abbot, or a mighty lord. Here 
religion demands. but little of him ; a ſmall voluntary 
ſalary to the miniſter, and gratitude to God; can he 
refule theſe? The American is a new man, who acts 


upon 
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upon new principles; he muſt therefore entertain new 
ideas, and form new opinions. From involuntary 
idleneſs, ſervile dependance, penury, and uſeleſs la- 
bour, he has paſſed to toils of a very different nature, 
rewarded by ample ſubſiſtence This is an American. 

Britiſn America is divided into many provinces, 
forming a large aſſociation, ſcattered along a coaſt 
29 miles extent, and about two hundred wide. 
This fociety J would fain examine, at leaſt ſuch as it 
appears in the middle provinces; if it does not afford 
that variety of tinges and gradations which may be 
obſerved in Europe, we have colours peculiar to our- 
ſelves. For inſtance, it is natural to conceive that 
thoſe who live near the ſea, muſt be very different 
from thoſe who live in the woods; the intermediate 
ſpace will afford a ſeparate and diſtinct claſs. Fry 5 
Men are like plants; the goodneſs and flavour of 
the fruit proceeds from the peculiar ſoil and expoſition 
in which they grow. We are nothing but what we 
derive from-the air we breathe, the climate we inha- 
bit, the — — we obey, the ſyſtem of religion 
we profeſs, and the nature of our employment. Here 
you will find but few crimes ; theſe have acquired as 
yet no root among us. I wiſh I were able to trace all 
my ideas; if my 1gnorance prevents me from deſcrib- 
ing them properly, I hope I ſhall be able to delineate 
a few of the outlines, which are all I propoſe: * 
Thoſe who live near the fea, feed more on fiſh than 
on fleſh, and often encounter that borſterous element. 
This renders them more bold and enterprizing ; this 
leads them to neglect the confined occupations of the 
land. They ſee and converſe with a variety of people; 
their intercourſe with mankind becomes extenſive. 
The ſea inſpires them with a love of traffic, a deſire 
of tranſporting produce from one place to another ; 
leads them to a variety of refources which ſupply the 
place of labour. Thoſe who inbabit the middle ſet- 
tlements, by far the moſt numerous, muſt be very dif- 
ferent ; the ſimple cultivation of the earth purifies them, 
but the indulgencies of the government, the ſoft re- 
monſtrances of religion, the rank of * 3 
— zolders, 
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holders, muſt neceſſarily infpire them with ſentiments, 
* little known in Europe among people of the ſame 
claſs. What do I fay? Europe has no ſuch claſs of 
men ; the early knowledge they acquire, the early 
bargains they make, give them a great degree of ſa- 
_ As freemen they will be er ride and 

ſti ee often the cauſe of law - ſuits; the nature 
of our laws and governments may be another. As 
citizens, it is eaſy to imagine, that they will carefully 
read the newſpapers, enter into every political diſqui- 
ſition, freely blame or cenſure governors and others. 
As farmers they will be careful and anxious to get as 
much as they can, becauſe what they get is their own. 
As northern men they will love the chearful cup. As 
Chriſtians, religion curbs them not in their opinions; 
the general indulgence leaves every one to think for 
themſelves in ſpiritual matters; the laws inſpect our | 
actious, our thoughts are = to God. Induſtry, good: 
living, ſelfiſhneſs, litigiouſneſs, country politics, the 
pride of freemen, religious indifference, are their cha- 


racteriſtics. If you recede ſtill farther from the ſea, 


ou will come into more modern ſettlements ; they ex- 
pibit the ſame ftrong lineaments, in a ruder appear- 
ance. Religion ſeems to have ſtill leſs influence, and 
their manners are leſs improved. 

Now we arrive near the great woods, near the laſt. 
inhabited diftrits ; there men 'feem to be placed ftill 
farther beyond the reach of government, which, in 
ſome meaſure, leaves them to themſelves. How can 
it pervade every corner; as they were driven there 
by misfortunes, neceſſity of beginnings, deſire of ac- 
quiring large tracts of land, idleneſs, frequent want 
of economy, ancient debts ; the re-union of ſuch peo- 
ple does not afford a very pleaſing ſpeQacle. When 
diſcord, want of unity and friendihip ; when either 
drunkenneſs or idleneſs prevail in ſuch remote diſtricts; 
contention, inactivity, and wretchedneſs muſt enſue. 
There are not the ſame remedies to theſe evils as in a 
long eſtabliſhed community. The few magiſtrates 
they have, are in general little better than the reſt ; 


they are often in a perfect ſtate of war; that of man 


againſt 
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againſt man, ſometimes decided by blows, ſometimes 
by means of the law; that of man againſt every wild 
inhabitant of theſe venerable woods; of which they 
are come to diſpoſſeſs them. Fhere men appear to be 
no better than carnivorous animals of a ſuperior rank, 
living on the fleſh of wild animals when they can 
catch them, and when they are not able, they ſubſiſt 
on the grain. He who would wiſh to ſee America in 
its proper light, and have a true idea of its feeble be- 
ginnings and barbarous rudiments, muſt viſit our ex- 
tended line of frontiers where the laſt ſettlers dwell, 
and where he may ſee the firſt labours of ſettlement, 
the mode of clearing the earth, in all their different 
appearances; where men are wholly left dependent on 
their native tempers, and on the ſpur of uncertain in- 
duſtry, which often fails when not ſanctified by the 
efficacy of « few moral rules. There, ,remote from 
the power of example, and check of ſhame, many fa- 
milies exhibit the moſt hideous parts of our ſociety. 
They are a kind of forlorn hope, preceding by ten or 
twelve years, the moſt reſpectable army of veterans 
which come after them. In that ſpace, proſperity will 
poliſh ſome, vice and the law will drive off the reſt, 
who, uniting again with others. like themſelves, will 
recede ſtill farther ; making room for more induſtrious. 
people, who will finiſh their improvements, convert 
the loghouſe into. a convenient habitation, and rejoic- 
ing that the firſt heavy labours are finiſhed, will 
change, in.a few years, that hitherto barbarous coun- 
try, into a fine, fertile, well regulated diſtrict. Such 
is our progreſs, ſuch is the march of the Europeans 
toward the interior parts of this continent. In all ſo- 
cieties there are off-caſts ; this impure part ſerves as 
our precurſors or pioneers ; my father himſelf was one 


of that claſs, but be came upon honeſt principles, and 
was therefore one of the few who held faſt ; by good 
conduct and temperance, he tranſmitted to me his. fair 
inheritance, when not above one in fourteen of his 
cotemporaries had the ſame good fortune. | 

Forty years ago, this ſmiling country was thus in- 
bebited ; it is naw purged, a general decency of man- 


ners 


| 
| 
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ners prevails throughout, and ſuch has been the fate 
* — cha ch 
clufive o racteriſtics, each pro- 
vince has its own, founded on the government, cli- 
mate, mode of huſbandry, cuftoms, and peculiarit 


of circumſtances. Europeans ſubmit inſenſibly to theſe 


great powers, and become, in the courſe of a few ge> 
nerations, not only Americans in general, but either 
Penſylvanians, Virginians, or provincials under ſome 
other name. Whoever traverſes the continent muſt 


eaſily obſerve thoſe ſtrong differences, which will 


grow more evident in time. The inhabitants of Ca- 
nada, Maſſachuſſet, the middle provinces, the ſouth- 
ern ones will be as different as their climates ; their 
only points of unity will be thoſe of religion and lan- 
guage. 5 | 

As I have endeavoured to ſhew you how Europeans 
become Americans; it may not be difagreeable to 
ſhew you likewiſe how the various Chriſtian ſeQs in- 
troduced, wear out, and how religious indifference 
becomes prevalent, When any conſiderable number 
of a particular ſe& happen to dwell contiguous to each 


other, they immediately erect a temple, and there 


worſhip the Divinity agreeable to their own peculiar 
ideas. Nobody diſturbs them. If any new ſect ſprings 
up in Europe, it may happen that many of its profeſ- 
ſors will come and ſettle in America. As they bring 
their zeal with them, they are at liberty to make pro- 
ſelytes if they can, and to build a meeting and to fol- 
low the diQates of their conſciences; for neither the 
government nor any other power interferes. If the 


are Rowen ſubjects, and are induſtrious, what is it 
to 


eir neighbours how and in what manner they 
think fit to addreſs their prayers to the Supreme Being ? 
But if the ſectaries are not ſettled cloſe together, if 
they are mixed with other denominations, their zeal 
will cool fer want of fuel, and will be extinguiſhed in 
a little time: Then the Americans become as to reli- 
gion, what they are as to country, allied to all. In 
m the 'name of Engliſhman, Frenchman, and Eu- 


ropean, is left; and in like manner, the ſtriet modes 


of 
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of Chriſtianity as praQtiſed in Europe, are loft alſo, 
This effect will extend itſelf ſtill farther hereafter, and 
though this may appear to you a ſtrange idea, yet it 
is a very true one. I ſhall be able per 


— hereafter 
to explain myſelf better, in the mean while, let the 
following example ſerve as my firſt juſtification : 
Let us ſuppoſe you and I to be travelling ; we ob- 
ſerye that in this houſe, to the right, lives « Catholic, 
who prays to God as be has been taught, and be- 
lie ves in tranſubſtantiation; he works and raiſes wheat, 
he has a large family of children, all hale and robuſt g 
his belief, hi yers offend nobody. About one 
- mile farther on the ſame road, his — — may 
be a good, honeſt, plodding German Lytheran, who 
addreſſes himſelf to the fame. God, the God of all, 
agreeably to the modes he has been educated in, and 
believes in conſubſtantiation; by fo doing, he ſcanda- 
lizes nobody; he alſo works in the fields, einbelliſhes 
the earth, clears ſwamps, Cc. What has the world 
to do with his Lutheran principles? He perſecutes no- 
body, and nobody — he viſits his neigh- 
bours, and his neighbours viſit him. Next to him 
lives a Secedar, the moſt enthufiaſtic of all ſectaries; 
his. zeal is hot and fiery, but ſeparated as he is from 
others of the ſame complexion, he has no congrega- 
tion of his own to reſort to, where he might cabal and 
mingle religious pride with worldly obſtinacy. He 
likewiſe ood crops, his houſe is "handſomely 
nainted, his orc is one of the faireſt in the neigh- 
urhood. How does it concern the welfare of the 
<ountry, or of the province at large, what this man's 
religious ſentiments are, or really whether he has any 
at all? He is a good farmer, he is a ſober, peaceable, 
ood citizen: William Penn himfelf would not with 
r more. This is the viſible character, the inviſible 
one is only gueſſed at, and is nobody's buſineſs. Next 
again, lives a Low Dutchman, who implicitly believes 
the rules laid down by the ſynod of Dort. He con- 
ceives no other idea of a clergyman than that of an 
hired man; if he does his work well, he will pay him 
the ſtipulated ſum ; if not, he will diſmiſs him, and do 


without 
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without his ſermons, and let his church be ſhut up for 
But notwithſtanding this coarſe idea, you will 

d his houſe and farm to be the neateſt in all the 
country ; and you will judge by his waggon and fat 


horſes, that he thinks more of the affairs of this world 


than of thoſe of the next. He is ſober and laborious, 
therefore he is all he ought to be as to the affairs of 


this life; as for thoſe of ns muſt truſt to the 


great Creator. ' Each of people inſtruct their 
children as well as they can, but theſe inſtructions are 
feeble compared to thoſe which are given to the youth 
of the pooreſt claſs in Europe. Their children will 
therefore grow up leſs zealous and more indifferent in 
matters of religion than their The fooliſh 
vanity, or rather the fury of making proſelytes, is uns 
known here; they have no time, the ſeaſons call for 
all their attention, and thus in a few years, this mixed 
neighbourhood will exhibit a ſtrange religious medley, 
that will be neither pure Catholiciſm nor pure Calvin- 
Am. A very perceptible indifference even in the firſt 
eneration, will become apparent; and it may happen, 
t the daughter of the Catholic will marry the ſon 
of the Seceder, and ſettle by themſelves at a diſtance 
from their parents. What religious education will 
they give their children? A very imperfe& one. If 
there happens to be in the neighbourhood any place of 
worſhip, we will ſuppoſe a Quaker's meeting ; rather 
than not ſhew their fine clothes, they will go to it, 
and ſome of them may perhaps attach themſelves to 
that ſociety. Others will remain in a perfect ſtate of 
indifference ; the children of theſe zealous parents will 
not be able to tel] what their religious principles are, 
and their grandchildren ſtill leſs. The neighbours 
hood of a place of worſhip generally leads them to it, 
and the action of going thither, is the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dence they can give of their attachment to any ſect. 
The Quakers are the only people who retain a fond- 
neſs for their own mode of worſhip; for be they ever 
fo far ſeparated from each other, they hold a ſort of 
communion with the ſociety, and ſeldom depart from 
its rules, at leaſt in this country. Thus all —_ 
3 mix 
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mixed as well as all nations; thus religious indiffer- 
ence is iniperceptibly difſeminated from one end of the 
continent to the other; which is at preſent onę of the 
ſtrongeſt charaQeriſtics of the Americans. - Where this 
will reach, no one can tell, perhaps it may leave a va- 
cuum fit to receive other ſyſtems. Perſecution, relt- 
gious pride, the love of contradiction, are the food of 
what the world commonly calls religion. Theſe mo- 
tives have ceaſed here; zeal in Europe is confined ; 
here it evaporates in the great diſtance it has to tra- 
vel; there it is a grain of powder incloſed, here. it 
2 away in the open air, and conſumes without 
But to return to our back ſettlers, I muſt tell you, 
that there is ſomething. in the proximity of the woods, 
which is very ſingular. It is with men as it is with 
the plants and animals that grow and live'in the fo- 
reſts; they are entirely different from thoſe that live 
in the plains. I will candidly tell pu all my thoughts, 
but you are not to expect that I ſhall advance any 
reaſons. By living in or near the woods, their actions 
are regulated by the wildneſs of the neighbourhood. - 
The- deer often come to eat their grain, the wolves 
to deſtroy their ſheep, the bears to kill their hogs, 
the foxes to catch their poultry. This ſurrounding 
hoſtility, immediately puts the gun into their hands; 
they watch theſe animals, they kill ſome ; and thus by 
defending their property, they foon become profeſſed 
hunters; this is the progreſs; once hunters, farewel 
to the plough. The chaſe renders them ferocious, 
loomy, and unſociable; a hunter wants no neigh- 
ur, he rather hates them, becauſe he dreads the 
competition. In a little time their ſucceſs in the woods 
makes them neglect their tillage. They truſt to the 
natural fecundity of the earth, and therefore do little ; 
careleſſneſs in — „often expoſes what little they 
ſow to deſtruction; they are not at home to watch; 
in order therefore to make up the deficiency, they go 
oftener to the woods. That new mode of life brings 
along with it a new ſet of manners, which I cannot. 
eaſily deſcribe, Theſe new manners being grafted — 
. ä 8 
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the old ſtock, produce a firange ſort of lawleſs profli- 
gacy, the impreſſions of which are indelible. The 
manners of the Indian natives are reſpectable, com- 
pared with this European medley. Their wives and 
children live in floth and inaQtivity ; and having no 
22 purſuits, b may judge what Education the 
atter receive. 

to contemplate but the example of theif parents; like 
them they grow up a mongrel breed, half civilized, 
half ſavage, _—_ nature ſtamps' on them ſome con- 
ſtitutional propenſities. That rich, that voluptuous 
ſentiment is gone which ſtruck them ſo forcibly ; the 
poſſefſion of their freeholds no longer conveys to their 
minds the fame pleafure and pride. To all theſe rea- 
ſons you muſt add, their lonely fituation, and you 
cannot imagine what an effect on manners the great 
diftances they live from each other has! - Conſider one 
of the laſt ſettlements in its firſt view: of what is it 
compoſed ?. Europeans who have not that ſufficient 
ſhare of knowledge they ought to. have, in order to 
proſper; —_— who have ſuddenly paſſed from op- 
preſſion, dread of government, and fear of laws, into 
the unlimited freedom of the woods. This ſudden 
change muſt have a very great effect on moſt men, 
and on. that claſs particularly. Eating of wild meat, 
whatever you may think, tends to alter their temper ; 
though all the proof I can adduce, is, that I have 
ſeen it: and having no place of worſhip to reſort to, 
what little fociety this might afford, is denied them. 
The Sunday meetings, exclufive of religious benefits, 
were the only ſocial bonds that might have inſpired 
them with ſome degree of emulation and neatneſs. Is 
it then ſurprizing to ſee men thus fituated, immerſed 
in great and heavy labours, degenerate a little ? It is 
rather a wonder the effect is not more diffuſive, The 
Moravians and the Quakers are the only inſtances in 
exception to what I have advanced. The firſt never 
ſettle fingly, it is a colony of the ſociety which emi- 
grates; they carry with them their forms, worſhip, 
rules, and decency; the others never begin ſo hard, 
they are always able to buy improvements, —_—_— 
| ere 
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there is a great advantage, for by that time the coun- 


try is recovered from its firſt barbarity. Thus our bad 


people are thoſe who are half cultivators and half hun- 
ters; and the worſt of them are thoſe who have de- 
generated altogether into the hunting ſtate. As old 


ploughmen and new men of the s, as Euro 8 


and new made Indians, they contract the vices of both; 
they adopt the moroſeneſ and ferecity of a native, 
without his mildneſs, or even his induſtry at home. 
If manners are not refined, at leaſt they are rendered 
ſimple and inoffenſive by tilling the earth; all our wants 
are lied by it, our time is divided between labour 
and reſt, and leaves none for the commiſſion of great 
miſdeeds, As hunters it is divided between the toit 
of the chaſe, the idleneſs of repoſe, or the indulgence; 
of inebriation. Hunting is but a licentious idle life, 
and if jt does not always pervert good diſpoſitions ; 
yet, when it is united with bad luck, it leads to want: 
want ſtimulates that ;propenſity to = pm injuſ- 
tice, too natural to needy men, which is the fatal gra- 


dation. After this explanation of the effects which fol- 


low by living in the woods, ſhall we yet vainly flatter 
ourſelves with the hope of converting the Indians? 
We ſhould rather begin with converting our back-ſett- 
lers; and now if I dare mention the name of religion, 
its ſweet accents would be loſt in the immenſity of theſe 
woods, Men thus ed, are not fit either to re- 
ceive or remember its mild inſtructions; they want 
temples and miniſters, but as ſoon as men ceaſe to 
remain at home, and begin to lead an erratic life, let 
them be either tawny or white, they ceaſe to be us 


diſciples. 

Thus have I faintly and imperfectly endeavoured 
to trace our ſociety from the ſea to our words; yet 

ou muſt not imagine that every perſon who moves 
back, acts upon the fame principles, or falls into the 
ſame. degeneracy.  , Many families carry with them all 
their decency of conduct, purity of morals, and reſ- 
pect of religion; but theſe are ſcarce, the power of 
example is ſometimes irreſiſtable. Even among theſe 


bach- ſettlers, their depravity is greater or leſs, accor- 


ding 


— 
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ding to what nation or province they belong. Were | 


to adduce proofs of this, T wight be accuſed of partiali- 


ty. If there happen to be ſome rich intervals, ſome fer- 
tile bottoms, in thoſe remote diſtricts, the people will 
there prefer tilling the land to hunting, and will at- 
tach themſelves to it; but even on theſe fertile ſpots 
you may plainly perceive the inhabitants to acquire a 
great degree of ruſticity and ſelfiſnneſs. 

It is in conſequence of this ſtraggling ſituation, and 
the aſtoniſhing power it has on — that the 
back: ſettlers of both the Carolinas, Virginia, and ma- 
ny other parts, have been long a fer of lawleſs people; 
it has been even dangerous to travel among them. Go- 
vernment can do nothing in fo extenſive a country, 
better it ſhould wink at theſe irregularities, than that 
it ſhould uſe means inconſiſtent with its uſual mildneſs. 
Time will efface thoſe ſtains: in proportion as the great 
body of population approaches them they will reform, 
and become poliſhed and ſubordinate. hatever has 
been ſaid of the four New-England provinces, no ſuch 
degeneracy of manners has ever tarniſhed their an- 
nals; their back-ſettlers have been kept within the 
bounds of decency, and government, by means of wiſe 
laws, and by the influence of religion. What a de- 
teſtable idea ſuch a people muſt have given to the na- 
tives of the Europeans! They trade with them, the 
worſt of people are permitted to do that which 
none but perſons of the beſt character ſhould be em- 
— 1 in. They get drunk with them, and often de- 

ud the Indians. Their avarice, removed from the 
eyes of their ſuperiors, knows no bounds; and aided 


by a little ſuperiority of knowledge, theſe traders de- 


ceive them, and even ſometimes ſhed blood. Hence 
thoſe ſhocking violations, thoſe ſudden devaſtations 
which have ſo often ſtained our frontiers, when hun- 
dreds of innocent people have been facrificed for the 


_ crimes of a few. [t was in conſequence of ſuch be- 


haviour, 'that the Indians took the hatchet againſt 'the 
Virginians in 1994. Thus are our firſt ſteps trod, 
thus are our-firſt trees felled, in general, by the moſt 
vicious of our people; and thus the path is * 

= or 
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for the arrival a ſecond and better claſs, the true Ame- 
rican freeholders ; the moſt reſpectable ſet of people 
in this part of the world: reſpeQtable for their in- 
duſtry, their happy independence, the great ſhare of 
freedom they poſſeſs, the good regulation of their fa- 
milies, and for extending the trade and dominion of 
our mother country. | 

Europe contains hardly any other diſtinctions but 
lords and tenants ; this fair country alone is ſettled 
by freeholders, the poſſeſſors of the foil they cultivate, 
members of the government they obey, and the framers 
of their own laws, by means of their repreſentatives. 
This is a thought which you have taught me to che- 
Tiſh ; our diſtance from Europe, far from diminiſhing, 
rather adds to our uſefulneſs and conſequence as men 
and ſubjects. Had our forefathers remained there, 
they would only have crouded it, and yy pro- 

longed thoſe convulſions which had. ſhook it fo long. 
Every induſtrious European who, tranſports himſelf 
here, may be compared to à ſprout growing at the 
foot of a great tree; it enjoys and draws but a little 
portion of ſap 5 wrench it from the parent roots, tranſ- 
plant it, and jt will become a tree bearing fruit alſo. 
Coloniſts are therefore intitled to the conſideration due 
to the moſt uſeful ſubjects; a hundred families barely 
exiſting in ſome parts of Scotland, will here in fix 
years, cauſe an annual exportation of 10,000 buſhels 
of wheat: leo buſhels being but a common quantity 
for an induſtrious family to ſell, if they cultivate good 
land, It is here then that the idle may be employed, 
the uſeleſs become uſeful, and the poor become rich; 
but by riches I do not mean gold and filver, we have 
but little of thoſe metals; I mean a better fort of 
wealth, cleared lands, . cattle, good houſes, good 
cloaths, and an increaſe of people to enjoy them. 

There is no wonder that this country has ſo many 
charms, and preſents to Europeans ſo many tempta- 
tions to remain in it. A traveller in Europe becomes 
a ſtranger as ſoon as he quits his own kingdom; but 
it is otherwiſe here. We know, properly ſpeaking; 
no ſtrangers ; this is every perſon's country; the var 

ety 
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ety of our ſoils, ſituations, climates, governments and 


produce, hath 'fomething which muſt pleaſe every bo- 
dy. No ſooner does an European arrive, no matter 
of what condition, than his eyes are opened upon the 
fair proſpect; he hears his language ſpoke, he retraces 
many of his own country manners, he perpetually 
hears the names of families and towns with which he 


is acquainted; he ſees happineſs and proſperity in all 


places diſſeminated ; he meets with hoſpitality, kind- 
neſs, and plenty every where: he beholds hardly any 
poor, he ſeldom hears of — 2 and executions; 
and he wonders at the elegance of our towns, thoſe 
miracles of induſtry and freedom. He cannot admire 
enough our rural diftrits, our convenient roads, good 
taverns, and our many accommodations ; he involun- 
tarily loves a country where every thing is ſo lovely. 


When in England, he was a mere Engliſhman: here 


he ſtands on a larger portion of the globe, not leſs 
than its fourth part, and may ſee the productions of 
the north, in iron and naval ſtores: the proviſions of 
Ireland, the grain of Egypt, the indigo, the rice of 
China. He does not find, as in Europe, a crouded 
ſociety, where every place 1s over-ſtocked; he does 
not feel that perpetual colliſion of parties, that difticul- 
ty of beginning, that contention - which overſets ſo 
many. There 1s room for every body in America; 
has he any particular talent, or induftry ; he exerts it 
in order to procure a livelihood, and it ſucceeds. Is 
he a merchant? the avenues of trade are infinite; is 
ke eminent in any reſpect? he will be employed and 
reſpected. Does he love a country life? pleaſant 
farms preſent themſelves; he may purchaſe what he 
wants, and thereby become an American farmer. Is 
he a labourer, ſober and induſtrious ; he need not go 
many miles, nor receive many informations before he 
will be hired, well fed at the table of his employer, 
and paid. four or five times more than he can get in 
Europe. Does he want uncultivated lands? thou- 
ſands of acres — themſelves, which he may pur- 
chaſe cheap. Whatever be his talents or inelina tions, 


if they are moderate, he may ſatisfy them. I do not 
mean 


WHAT IS AN AMERICAN. 47 


mean that every one who comes will grow rich in a 
little time; no, but he may procure an eaſy, decent 
maintenance, by his induſtry. Inſtead of ſtarving he 
will be fed, inſtead of being idle he will have employ- 
ment; and theſe are riches enough for ſuch men as 
come over here. The rich ſtay in Europe, it is only 
the middling and poor that emigrate. _ Would you 
wiſh to travel in independent idleneſs, from north to 
ſouth, you will find eaſy. acceſs, and the moſt chear- 
ful reception at every. houſe ; ſociety without oſtenta- 
tion, good cheer without pride, and every decent di- 
verſion which the country. affords, with little ex- 

ence. It is no wonder that the European who 

as ved here a few years, is deſirous to remain 
Europe with all its pomp, is net to be compar- 
ed to this continent, for men. of middle ſtations, os 


| labourers. 


An European, when he firſt arrives, ſeems limited 
in his intentions, as well as in his views; but he very 
ſuddenly alters his ſcale ; - two hundred miles for- 
merly appeared à very great diſtance, it is now but 
a trifle; he no ſooner breathes our air than he forms 
ſchemes, and embarks in defigns he never would 
have thought of in his own country. There the ple- 
nitude of ſociety confines many uſeful ideas, and of- 
ten extinguiſhes the moſt laudable ſchemes which 
here ripen into maturity. Thus Europeans become 
Americans, | | R 

But how is this accompliſhed in that croud of low, 
indigent people, who flock here every year from all 
parts of Europe? I will tell you; they no ſooner 
arrive than they immediately feel the good effects of 
that plenty of proviſions we poſſeſs: they fare on 
our beſt food, and are kindly, entertained ; their ta- 
lents, character, and pecuhar induſtry, are immediate- 
ly inquired into; they find countrymen every where 
difea nated, let them come from whatever part of 
Europe. Let me ſelect one as an epitome of the reſt; 
he is hired, he goes to work, and works moderately ; 
inſtead of being employed by a haughty perſon, he 
finds himſelf with bis equal, placed at. the * 

table 
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table of the farmer, or elſe at an inferior one as 
good ; his wages are high, his bed is not like that 
bed of ſorrow on which he uſed to lie: if he behaves 
with propriety, and is faithful, he is careſſed, and 
becomes as it were a member of the family. He 
begins to feel the effects of a - fort of reſurrection; 
hitherto he had not lived, but ſimply vegetated ; he 
now feels himſelf a man, becauſe he is treated as 
ſuch ; the laws of his own country had overlooked 
him in his inſignificancy; the laws of this cover him 
with their mantle. Judge what an alteration there 
muſt ariſe in the mind and the thoughts of this man ; 
he begins to forget his former ſervitude and depen- 
dence, his heart involuntarily ſwells and glows ; this 
firſt ſwell inſpires him with thoſe new thoughts. which 
conſtitute an American, What love can he entertain 
for a country where his exiſtence was a burden to 
him? if he is a generous. good man, the love of this 
new adoptive parent will fink deep into his heart. 
He looks around,” and ſees many a proſperous perſon, 
who but a few years before was as poor as himiſelf. 
This encourages him much, he begins to form ſome 
little ſcheme, the firſt, alas, he ever formed in his 
life. Tf he is wiſe he thus ſpends two or three years, 
in which time he acquires knowledge, the uſe of 
tools, the modes of working the lands, felling trees, 
&c, This prepares the foundation of a goad name, 
the moſt uſeful acquiſition he can make. He is en- 
couraged, he has gained. friends; he is adviſed and 
directed, he feels bold, he purchaſes ſome land; he 
gives all the money he has brought over, as well as 
what he has earned, and truſts to the God of harveſts for 
the diſcharge of the reſt. His good name procures 
him credit, he is now poſſeſſed of the deed, convey- 
ing to him and his poſterity the fee ſimple and abſo- 
lute property of two hundred acres of land fituated 
on ſuch a river, What an epocha in this man's life! 
He is become a freeholder, from — a German 
boor—he is now an American, a Pennſylvanian, an 
Engliſh ſubſect. He is naturalized, his name is en- 


rolled with thoſe of the other citizens of the province. 
Inſtead 
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Inſtead of being a vagrant, he has a place of reſi- 
dence; he is called the inhabitant of ſuch a country, 
ar of ſuch a diftrit, and for the firſt time in his life, 
counts for ſomething ; for. hitherto he had beeg a 
Cypher. I only. repeat what I have heard many fay, 
and no wonder their hearts ſhould glow, and be 
agitated with a multitude of feelings, not eaſy to 
deſcribe. From nothing to ftart into being; from a 
ſervant to the rank of a maſter; from being the ſlave 
of ſome deſpotic prince, to become a free man, in- 
veſted with lands, to which every municipal bleſſing 


is annexed! What a change indeed! It is in con- 


ſequence of that change that he becomes an Ameri- 
can. This great metamorphoſis has a double effect, 
it extinguiſhes all his European prejudices, he forgets 
that mechaniſm of ſubordination, that ſervility of diſ- 
poſition which poverty had taught him; and ſome- 
times he is apt to forget it too much, often paſſing 
from one extreme to the other. If he is a good man, 
ke forms ſchemes of future proſperity, he propoſes to 
educate his children better than he has been educated 
himſelf; he thinks of future mades of conduR, feels 
an ardor to labour he never felt before. Pride ſteps 
in and leads him to every thing that the laws do not 
forbid : ke reſpects them; with a heart-felt gratitude 
he looks toward the eaſt, toward that inſular govern- 
ment from whoſe wiſdom all his new felicity is de- 
rived, and under whoſe wings and proteQion he now 
lives, Theſe reflections conſtitute hun the good man 
and the good ſubject. Ye poor Europeans, ye, who 
ſweat, and work for the great—ye, who are obliged 
to give ſo many ſheaves to the church, ſo many to 
our lords, ſo many to your government, and have 
bardly any left for yourſelves—ye, who are held in 
leſs eftimation than favourite hunters or uſeleſs lap- 
dogs—ye, who only. breathe the air of nature, be- 
cauſe it cannot be with-held from you; .it is here 


that ye can conceive the poſlibility of thoſe feelings 


I have been deſcribing; it is here the laws of na- 
turalization invite every one to partake of our great 
labours and felicity, to till- unrented, untaxed lands! 

| — Many, 


— 
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Many, corrupted beyond. the power of amendment, 
bave brought with them all their vices, and diſregard- 
ing 'the advantages held to them, have gone on in 
their former career of iniquity, until they have been 
overtaken and puniſhed by our laws. It is not every 
emigrant who ſucceeds; no, it is only the ſober, the 
honeſt, and ioduſtrious: happy thoſe to whom this 
tranſition has ſerved as a powerful ſpur to labour, to 
proſperity, and to the good eftabliſkment of children, 
born in the days of their poverty: and who had\no 
other portion to expect but the rags of their parents, 
had it not been for their happy emigration. Others 
again have been led aſtray by this enchanting ſcene; 
Gir new pride, inſtead of leading them to the fields, 
has kept them in idleneſs; the idea of poſſeſſing lands 
is all that ſatisſies them though ſurrounded: with fer- 
tility, they have mouldered away their time in inacti- 
vity, milinformed huſbandry, and ineffectual endea- 
vours. How much wiſer, in general, the honeſt 
Germans than almoſt all other Europeans; they hire 
themſelves to ſome of their wealthy landſmen, and 
in that — learn every thing that is ne- 
ceſſary. They attentively conſider the proſperous 
induſtry of others, which imprints in their minds a 
ſtrong deſire of poſſeſſing the ſame advantages. This 
forcible idea never quits them, they launch forth, and 
by dint of ſobriety, rigid parſimony, and the moſt 
perſevering induſtry, they commonly ſucceed. Their 
aſtohiſhment at“ their firſt arrival from Germany is 


very great—it is to them a dream; the contraſt muſt 


be very powerful indeed; they obſerve their countrymen 
flouriſhing in every place; they travel through whole 
counties where not a word of Engliſh is ſpoken ; and 
in the names and the language of the people, they 
retrace Germany. They have been an uſeful acqui- 
ſition to this continent, and to Pennſylvania in par- 
ticular; to them it owes ſome ſhare of its proſperity; 
to their mechanical knowledge and patience, it owes _ 
the fineſt mills in all America, the beſt. teams of 
horſes, and many other adyantages. The recollec- 
3 x FS is ; * | 1 F L248 tion 
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tion of their former poverty and ſlavery never quits 
them as long as they ken : 12 

The Scotch and the Iriſh might have lived in their 
own country per as poor, but enjoying more civil 
advantages, the effects of their new ſituation do not 

ſtrike them ſo forcibly, nor has it ſo laſting an effect. | 
From whence the Scan I know not, but out | 
of twelve families of emigrants of each country, ge- | 
nerally ſeven. Scotch will ſucceed, nine German, and 
four Iriſh. The Scotch are frugal and laborious, but 
their wives cannot work ſo hard as the German women, 
who on the contrary vie wath their huſbands, and often 
ſhare with them the moſt ſevere toils of the field, 
which they underſtand better. They bave therefore 
nothing to ſtruggle againſt, but the common caſual - 
ties of nature. The Iriſh do not Pr ſo well; 
they love to drink and to quarrel; they are litigious, 
and ſoon take to the gun, which is the ruin of every 
thing; they ſeem beide to labour under a greater 
degree of ignorance in huſbandry than the others 
perhaps it is that their induſtry had leſs ſcape, an 
was leſs exerciſed at home. I have heard many 
relate, how the land was parcelled out in that king - 
dom; their andent conqueſt has been a great detri- 
ment to them, by over-letting their landed property. 
The lands poſſeſſed by a few, are leaſed down. af 
infinitum, and the occupiers often pay five guineas 
an acre. The poor are worſe lodged there than any 
where elſe in Europe; their potatoes, which are 
eaſily raiſed, are perhaps an inducement to lazi- 
9, their wages are too low and their. whiſkey too 
cheap. Wy | Et | 

Thats is no tracing obſervations of this kind, with- 
out making at the ſame time very great allowances, - 
as there are every where to be found, a great ma- 

ny exceptions. The Iriſh themſelves, from different 
parts of that kingdom, are very different. It is 
difficult to account far this ſurprizing locality, one 
would think on ſo ſmall an iſland an Iriſnman muſt 
be an Iriſhman: yet it is not ſo, they are diffe- 

ent in their aptitude 1, and in their love of labour. | | 
8 2 he 
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The Scotch on the contraty are all induſtrious 
and faving; they want nothing more than a field 
to exert themſelves in, and they are commonly ſure 
of ſucceeding. The only difficulty they labour un- 
der, is, that technical American knowledge which 
requires ſome time to obtain; it is not eaſy for 
thoſe who ſeldom faw''a tree, to conceive how it 
is to be felled, cut up, and ſplit into rails and 


__ 
1 I am fond of ſeeing and talking of proſperous 
families, I intend to finiſh this letter by relating to 
vou the hiſtory of an honeſt Scotch Hebridean, who 
came here in 1774, which will ſhew you in epitome, 
what the -Scotch can do, wherever they have room 
for the exertion of their induſtry, Whenever I hear 
of any new ſettlement, I pay it a viſit once or twice 
a year, on purpoſe to obſerve the different ſteps each 
ſettler-takes, the gradual improvements, the differ- 
ent tempers. of family, on which their proſpe- 
rity in a great meaſure depends; their different mo- 
difications of induſtry, their ingenuity, and contri- 
vance ; for being all , their life requires ſaga- 
city and prudence. In an evening I love to hear 
them tell their ſtories, they furniſh me with new 
ideas; I fit ſtill and liſten to their ancient nusfor- 
tunes, obſerving in many of them a ftrong _ 
of © gratitude to God, and the government. ny 
a well meant ſermon have I preached to ſome of 
them. When f found lazine6 and inattention 2 
vail, who could refrain from wiſhing well to theſe 
new 2 after having undergone ſo many 
fatigues. Who could with-hold d good advice? What 
a happy change it muſt be, to deſcend from the high, 
ſterile, bleak lands of Scotland, where every thing 
is barren and cold, and to reſt on ſome fertile farms 
in theſe middle provinces! Such a tranſition muſt 
have afforded the moſt pleaſing ſatisfaction. . 

Tbe following dialogue paſſed at an outſettlement, 
where I lately paid a viſit. T | 
Well, friend, how do you do now; I am come 
fiſty odd miles on purpoſe to ſee you; how do you go 

| | _—_— 
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on with new cutting and flaſhing? Very well, 
ood be ws learn 3 of the py. bravely, - we 
all make it out; we have a belly full of victuals 
every day, our cows run about, and come home full 
of milk, our hogs get fat of themſelves in the woods > 
Oh, this is a good country! God bleſs the King, 
and William Penn ; we ſhall do very well by and by, 
if we keep our healths. Your loghouſe looks neat 
and light, where did you get theſe ſhingles ? - One 
of our neighbours is a New-England man, and he 
ſhewed us how to fplit them out of cheſnut-trees. 
Now for a barn, but all in good time, here are fine 
trees 10 build it with, Wha is to frame it, ſure: ou 
don't underſtand that work yet ? A countfyman of 
ours who has been in America thefe ten years, offers 
to wait for his money until the ſecond; crop is lodged 
in it. What did you give for your land?) + Thirty- 
five ſhillings per acre, payable in ſeven years. How 
many acres have you got? An hundred and fifty. 
That is enough to begin with; is not your land pret- 
ty hard to clear? Yes, Sir, hard enough, but it 
would be harder ftill if it was ready cleared, for 
then we ſhonld have no timber, and I love the woods 
much; the land is nothing without them. Have 
_— found out any bees yet? No, Sir; and if 
we we ſhould not know what to do with them. 
I will tell you by and by. You are very kind. 
Farewel, honeſt man, God proſper you; whenever 
you travel toward , inquire for J. 8. he will 
entertain you kindly, provided you bring him good 
tidings from your family and farm. In this manner I 
often viſit them, and carefully examine their houſes, 
theif modes of ingenuny, their different ways; and 
make them relate all they know, and deſcribe all 
they feel. Theſe are ſcenes which I believe you. 
would willingly ſhare with me.—I well remember 
your philanthropic turn of mind. Is it not better to 
contemplate under theſe humble roofs, the rudiments 
of future wealth and population, than to behold. the 
accumulated bundles of litigious papers in the office 
of a lawyer? To examine how the world is gradu- 
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ally ſettled, how the howling ſwamp is converted into 
+ pleafing meadow, the rough ridge into a fine field; 
and to hear the chearſtil whiſtling, the rural ſong, 
where there was no ſound heard before, fave the yell 
of the ſavage; the ſcreech of the owl, or the hiſſin 
of the ſnake? Here an European, fatigued with lux- 
ury, riches, and pleaſures, may find. a ſweet relax- 
anon in a ſeries of intereſting. „as affecting as 
they are new. England, which now contains ſo many 
domes, ſo many caſtles, was once like this, a place 
woody and marſhy ; its inhabitants, now the favou- 
rite. nation for arts and commerce, were — * 4 
like our neighbours, ' This country will flouriſh in its 
turn, and the fame obſervations will be made which 
J have juſt delineated. Poſterity will look back with 
avidity and pleaſure, to trace, if poſſible, the æra of 
this or that particular fertlement. | a 
Pray, what is the reaſon that the Scots are in ge- 
neral more religious, more faithful, more honeſt, and 
iaduſtrious than the Iriſh? 1 do not mean to inſinu- 
ate national: refleQions, . God forbid | it ill becomes 
any man, and much leſs an American; but as I 
know men are nothing of themſelves, and that they 
owe all their different modifications either to govern- 
ment or other local circumſtances, there muſt be 
ſome powerful cauſes which conftitute this great na- 
tional difference. | r fo 
Agreeable to the account which feveral Scqtchmen _ 
have given me of the north of Britain, of the Ork- 
neys, and the Hebride Iflands, they feem, on many 
accounts, to be unfit for the habitation of men; they 
appear to be calculated only for great ſheep paſtures. 
Who then can blame the inhabitants of theie coun- 
tries for tranſporting themifetves hither? This great 
continent muſt in time abſorb the pooreft part of Eu- 
rope; and this will happen in proportion as it becomes 
better known; and as war, taxation, oppreſſion, and 
miſery increaſe there. The Hebrides appear to be fit 
only for the refidence of malefactors, and it would 
be much better to ſend felons there than either to 


Virginia or Maryland. What a ſtrange as 


- " Gitizens. The Engliſh, 
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has our mother nog paid to two of the fineſt pro- 
vinces in America! England has. entertained in that 
reſpec; very miſtaken. ideas ; what was intended as a 
puniſhment, is become the good fortune of ſeveral ; 
many of thoſe: who have been tranſported as felons, . 
are now rich, and ſtrangers to the ſtings of thoſe 
woo wp bus x bees violations IG _ 
ey are become induſtrious, exemplary, 
t ſhould purchaſe 
the moſt northern and barren of thoſe iſlands; it 
ſhonid ſend over to us the honeſt, primitive He- 
brideans, ſettle them here on good lands, as a re- 
ward for their virtue and ancient povertx; and; ro- 
mow them with. a colony of her wicked! ſons... The 
verity of the climate, the inclemeney of the ſeaſons, 


would affii& and puniſh enough. Could there be 
found a ſpot better —_ ed to retaliate the injury it 
had received by their Crimes? Some of thoſe iſlands 
might be conſidered: as the hell of Great - Britain, 
where all evil ſpirits ſhould be ſent. Two eſſental 
2 be we roms by 8 — 
good people, by emigration, d be rendered 
happier; Ke bal ones would be placed were they 
ought to be. In a few years the dread: of being ſent 
to that wintry, region would have = much fronger 
effect, than that of: tranſportation. —Flus is no place 
: of puniſhmant; were I a poor hopeleſs, breadleſs 
Engliſhman, and not reſtrained by the power of 
ſhame, Eſhould be very thankful for the paſſage. - It 


the ſterility: of the foil, the: tempeſtuouſneſs of the fea, 


ia of very little importance how, and in what manner 


an indigent man arrives; for if he is but ſober, ho- 
neſt, and induſtrious, he has nothing more ta aſk of 
heaven; Let him go to work, he will have opportu- 
nities enough. to earn a comfortable ſupport, and 
even. the means of procuring ſome land; which ought 
to be the utmoſt with. of every perſon wiio has, heatth 
and hands to work, I knew a man that came to this, 
country, in the literal ſenſe of the expreſſion, ſtark- 
naked, -I.think he was a Frenchman, and a failor on 
board an Engliſh man * war. Being r 
LA | 4 | R 2 
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be had ſtripped himſelf and fwam aſhore ; where 
finding clothes and friends, he ſettled afterwards at 
Maraneck, in the county of Cheſter, in the province 
of New-York: he married and left a farm to 
each of his ſons. I knew another n who was 
but twelve years old when he was taken on the fron- 
tiers of Canada, by the Indians; at bis arrival at 
Albany he was purchaſed by a gentleman, who ge- 
neroufly bound him apprentice to a taylor. He lived 
to the age of ninety, and left behind him a fine eſtate 
and à numerous family, all well ſettled; many of 
them I am acquainted with —Where is then the in- 
duſtrious European who ought 20 deſpair ? | 
After a foreigner from any part of Europe is arriv- 
ed, and become à citizen let him devoutly liſten to 
the voice of our great parent, which ſays to him, 
Welcome to my ſhores, diſtreſſed European; bleſs 


* the hour in which thou didſt ſee my verdant fields, 


** my fair navigable rivers, and my green moun- 
I tains I—If thou wilt work, I have bread for thee ; 
if thou wilt be honeſt, ſober,” and induſtrious,” I 
have greater rewards to confer on thee—eaſe and 


independence. I will give thee fields: to feed and \ 


** clothe thee; a comfortable fire-fide to fit by, and 
< tell thy children by what means thou haſt proſper- 
ed; and a_decent bed to repoſe on. I | 'en- 
do thee beſide with the immunities of a freeman. 
If thou wilt carefully educate” thy children, teach 
them gratitude to Goc, and reverence to that go- 
„ vernment, that philanthropic government, which 
** has collected here fo many men and made them 
happy. I will alſo provide for thy progeny ;' and 
% to every good man this ought to be the moſt holy, 
the moſt powerful, the moſt earneſt wiſh he can 
«+ poſſibly form, as well as the moſt: conſolatory pro- 
ſpect when he dies. Go thou and work, and till; 
thou ſhalt proſper, provided thou be juſt, grateful 
4 and induſtrious. e Nen 52 2 
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LET hiſtorians give the detail of our charters, 
the ſucceſſion of our ſeveral governors, and of their 
adminiſtrations ; of our political ſrugghes, and of 
the foundation of our towns: let annalifts amuſe 
themſelves with collecting anecdotes of the eſtabliſh- 
ment of our modern provinces : eagles ſoar high 
I. a feebler bird, chearfully content myſelf with ſkip- 
ping from buſh to buſh, and living on 1 rp Ie? 
inſects. I am ſo habituated to draw all ood and 
pleaſure from the furface of the earth which I till, 
that I cannot, nor indeed am I able to quit it—l 
therefore preſe you. with a ſhort hiſtory of a ſimple 
Scotchman ; though it contain. not a ſingle remark- 
able event to amaze the reader; no tragical ſcene to 
convulſe the heart, or pathetic narrative to draw 
tears from ſympathetic eyes. All T wiſh to delineate 
is, the progreſſive ſteps of a poor man, adyancing 
from indigence to from oppreſſion to freedom; 
from obſcurity and contumely to = degree of con- 
ſequence not by virtue of an freaks of e but 
by the gradual operation 7 ſobriety, honeſty, and 
emigration. Theſe are the limited fields, through 
which I love to wander; ſureq to find in ſome; parte, 
the ſmile of new-born happineſs, the glad heart, in- 
ſpiring the chearful ſong, the glow of manly Pe 


excited by vivid hopes and riſing independence. 
always return from my . ‚ — ex- 
tremely happy, becauſe there I ſee good Bving almoſt 
under every roof, and proſperous endeavours almoſt 
in every field. But you may ſay, why don't you de- 
ſcribe ſome of the more ancient opulent ſettlements of 
our country, where even the eye of an European has 
ſometbing to admire? It is true, our American fields 
are in general pleaſing P behold, adorned and inter- 


mixed 
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mixed as they are with ſo many ſubſtantial, houſes, 
ſtouriſhing orchards, and copſes of woodlands ; the 
pride of our farms, the fource of every good we 


poſſeſs. But what I might obſerve there, is but na- 
tural and commen; for to draw comfortable ſubſiſt- 


ence from well fenced cultivated fields, is eaſy to 


conceive. A father dies and leaves a decent houſe 
and rich farm to his ſon; the fon modernizes the one, 
and carefully tifls che other; he marries the daugh- 
ter of a friend and neighbour; this is the common 
roſpect; but though it is rich and pleaſant, yet it ia 
ar from being ſo entertaining and inſtructive as the 
one now in my view, © A 
I had rather attend on the ſhore to welcome the 
1 European when he arrives, I obſerve him in 
is firſt moments of embarraſſment, trace him. 
throughout his pri difkculties, follow him ep 
by ſtep, until he pit his tent on ſome piece of 
land, and realizes that energetic wiſh which has; 
made him quit his native land, his - kindred, and. 
induced him to traverſe a boiſterous ocean. It is. 


there I want to obſerve his firſt thoughts and feel-- 


ings, the firſt eſſays of an i „ Which hitherto | 
has been fuppreffed.' I with to fee men cut down 
the firſt trees, erect their new buildings, till their; 
firſt fields, reap their firſt crops, and ſay for the 
örſt time in their lives, This is our own grain, 
* raiſed from American ſoil— on it we ſhall feed 
and grow fat, and convert the reſt into, gold 
and filver.” F want to ſee how the happy ef- 
fedis of their fobriety, honeſty, and dull are- 
rst diſplayed: and who would not take a pleaſure” 
in ſeeing theſe ſtrangers n as new country- 
men, ſtruggling with arduous diffculties, overcom- 
Ing them, and becoming 'happy. : 
Landing on this great continent is ke going to. 
ſea, they muſt have a compaſs, fome friendly di-. 
reQing needle; or elſe they will uſelefly err and. 
wander for a long time, even with a fair wind: 
et theſe are- the ftruggles through which eur fore- 
Edben have waded 2 
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ſopper. I made their hearts and we all re- 
e en Sore 


was ſurpriaed to hear 29 throu 
— 2 Fa the Indians 0 


them, more ſel than the rel, 8 
r ae that a 28 one; Eched,onl & hi 
tree o e ſoon t him down; he 
a Sr one | extremity | 
of the wings to the other. By Captain, ——, I bave 
ſent you the talons, on Which I have the heads of ſmall 
candlefticks. fixed. Pray keep them on the table of 
your ſtudy ga = ſake. 
* Contra expeQation, I found myſelf undes 
ty wp ke — Philadelphia, in order te 
| _ the purchaſe- money, and to have the deeds pro- 
perly recorded. I thaught litde of the journey. 
though. it was above two hundred miles, — 
was well acquainted with many friends, at- whoſe 
+ houſes I intended to ſtop. The third night after I 
left the woods, 2 — che moſt 
worthy citizen, T know; 4 to lodge at my 
houſe when you. was there. — inquired after 
+ your welfare, and defired I would make a _ 
mention of him to you. The neatneſs of theſe 
People is no p menon, yet I think- this excellent 
f family ſurpaſſes, every thing I know. No-fooner did 
J lie down to reſt than I thought myſelf in a moſt 
edoriferous arbour, . ſo ſweet — fragrunt were the 
Meets. Next morning 1 yu my hoſt in --3 orchard. 
deſtroying ,caterpillars. T think, — „ faid I, 
that thee art greatly departed from the good rules of 
the ſociety; thee» ſeemeth to have quitted that bap» 
py r for which it - hath+ hitherto. been fo re- 
rebuke, friend James, is a pretty 
heavy one; what motive canſt thee have for thus 
accuſing us? Thy kind wife made a miſtake laſt 
eveniyg, I faid; the put me on à bed of roſes, in- 
ſtead of a common one'; Jam not uſed to ſuch de: 
licacies. ' And is that all, friend James, that theses 
haſt to reproach us. with Thee wilt not call it-hux+ , 


; _ Ury I hope? thee cauſt but know that it is 2 


l 
joy i learned — 
cuſe indeed, ety . CELTICS it 
is founded upon truth. James m th done 
nothing more to th — Sip ons ae es all the 
Eee beds in the family ſhe ſprin- 

her linen with roſe- water before ſhe, puts it un- 
der the, proſs ; it ia her; fancy IIe 
to ſay. - But thee ſhalt not . 2 verily. I Will 
Er ks the een 
whilſt I. ate png on my work, before the iu, get 9p 
high. thou and · call thy miſtreſs 

a. What, I, is thy wife called by . 
did not know that before. T'll tell thee, 6 
2 e der E 2 700 
female: child born after wi 
tho reſt af our brethren; in compliment to the 
city he intended to build, was, called after the 
name he intended to give it; 200-0 rs 4 
one of the. daughters of her family, known b * 
name of Philadelphia. She ſoon came, and 9 
moſt friendly Mtercation, I gave up the point; breaks 
faſted, departed, and in four days reached the city. 
A week after news came that. a veſſel. was arrived 
with. Scotch emigrants. | Mr. C. and I went to the 
dock to ſee them diſembark. It was a ſcene, which 
inſpired me with a variety of thoughts: here are, ſaid 
I to my friend, a number of people, - driven by po- 
verty, and other adverſe cauſes, to. a foreign land, in 
which wr know nobody. The name of a ſtranger, 
inſtead of implying relief, . aſſiſtance, and kindneſs, 
on the 3 conveys very different ideas. They 
are now diſtreſſed ; their minds. are tacked! by 4 
variety of apprehenſions, fears, and hopes, It way 
this laſt 4 entiment which has bare them 
here. , people, I pray that heaven a 
may — — hoever were to ſee them thus 
gathered again in five or fix years, would behold.a 
more pleaſing ſight, to which this would ſerve as a 
very powerful contraſt, By their honeſty, the vigour _ 
af 2 — . and the benignity of government, their 


1 condition | 
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— the paſſage, and the indifferent proviſion on which 
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condition will be improved; they wilt be 
well clad, fat, * ready of that 1; ahey wit te 
which rty confers; they wilt da become uſeſu t 
citizens. Some of their poſterity may act conſpicuous 


= in our future American tranfations. Moſt of 
appeared pale and emaciated, from the length 


they had lived. The. number dren ſeemed as: 
ar as that of the peopſe; they had all paid fot- 
ing conveyed” here. The captain told us they 
were a quiet, peaceable, and harmleſs people, who. 
_ never dwelt in cities. This was a valuable 


cargo; they ſeemed, a few excepted, to be in the 


full vigour of their lives. Seve citizens, impetled: 


either by ſpontaneous attachments, or motives of hu- 


manity, took many of them to their houſes ; the eity, 


ble to its uſual wiſdom and humanity, order- 
them all to be lodged in the barraeks, and plenty 
of — to be given them. My friend" pitched. 
upon one alfo and led him to his houſe, with his 
wife, and a fon about fourteen — of go? age. The- 
majority of them had contraQte' and the year 
— by means of an agent; the yo depended en- 
tirety upon chance; we. 
was of this laſt-clafs, Poor man, he ſailed on re. 
1 the invitation, and gladly accepted it, bid 
din 
witch I did not underſtand. He gazed with unin- 
ted attention on every thing he ſaw; the- 


terrup 
houſes, the inhabitants, the negroes, and carriages? 
every thing appeared equally new to him; and we 


went flow, in order to give him time to feed on this. 
may variety. Good God; ſuid be, is this Phila- 


phia, that bleſſed 4 75 of bread and proviſions, of 


— aeee much? 1 am told it was 


s wife and fon to do the fame, in a language. 


the one who UG us. 


founded the ſame year in which my father was born; 


why it is finer than Greenock and Glaſgow, which 
are ten times as old. It is fo, faid my fnend to him, 
and when thee haſt been here a month, thee will. 


ſoon ſee that it is the capital of a fine province, of 
which thee art going to be a citizen: Greenock. 
enjoys 
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it contains, ſaid he; this is the 
have made a long time.—I thank you kindly. 
What part of Scotland doſt thee come 
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I booked on the map. 
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oy latitude, eaſily 
hoſpitable climate. | 
there, I aſked him? Bad | 
no ſuch trees as I ſee here, no no 
apples, Then, I obſerved, that-it muſt be hard: 
the poor to live, We have rock op ey 

we are all alike, except our laird ; 
help cory body, Prey what is the. name of 
laird? Mr. Neel, ſaid Andrew ; the like of bim ig 
not to be found in any of the iſles; his forefathers. 
bave lived there thirty generations ago, as we are 
told. Now, * may judge What an 
antient family eftate it muſt be. But it is cold, the 
land is thin, and there were too many. of us, which. 
are the reaſons that ſore are come to ſeek their, for- 
tunes here, Well, Andrew, what ſtep do you in- 
tend to take in order to become rich? I do not 
know, Sir, I am but an ignorant man, a. ſtrangen 
befides—1 muſt rely on the advice of good Chriſtians, 
they would not deceive me I'm ſure. I have brought 

ith me a character from our Berra miniſter, can it. 
do me any good here? Oh, yes; but your future 
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facceſs will depend entirely on your own conduct; if 
you are a ſober man as the certificate ſays, laborious, 
and. honeſt, there is no fear but that you will do 
well. Have you brought any money with you, An- 
drew? Yes, Sir, eleven guineas — bs half. Upon 
my word it is = conſiderable ſum for a Barra man; 
how came you by ſo much money? Why ſeven 
rs ago I received a legacy of thinty-ſeven pounds 

om an, uncle, who, loved me much; my wife 
brought me two guineas, when the laird gave her to 
me for a wife, which I have ſaved ever ſince. I 
have, ſold all I had; I worked in. Glaſgow for ſome 
time. I am glad to hear you are ſo faving and pru- 
dent; be ſo ſtill: you wal go and hire yourſelf with 
ſome good people ; what can you do? I can threſh 
a little, and handle the ſpade. Can you plough? 
Ves, Sir, with the little breaſt plough I have brought 
with me. _ Theſe won't do here, Andrew; you are 
an able man; if you are willing yow will ſoon learn. 
Pll tell you what I intend to do; I'll ſend yon to my 
houſe, - where you ſhall tay two or three weeks, 
there you muſt exerciſe yourſelf with the axe, that 
is the principal tool the Americans want, and par- 
ticularly the back-ſettlers. Can your wife ſpin? 
Yes, ſhe can. Well, then, as ſoon. as you are 
able to handle the axe, you ſhall go and hve with 
Mr. P. R. a particular friend of mine, who will 
give you four dollars per month, for the firſt ſix, 
and the uſual price of five as long as you remain 
with him. I ſhall place your wife in another houſe, 
* where ſhe ſhall receive half a dollar.a week for ſpin- 
ning; and your ſon a dollar a month to drive the 
team. Von ſhall have beſides good uictuals to eat, 


and good beds to lie on; will all this ſatisfy you, 


Andrew? He hardly underſtood what I ſaid; the 
honeſt. tears of gratitude fell from his eyes as he 
looked at me, and its expreſſion ſeemed io quiver 
on his lips, — Though ſilent, this was ſaying a great 
deal; there was beſides ſomething extremely moving 
10 ſee a man fix feet high, thus ſhed tears; and the7 
aid not leſſen the good opinion I had ee 


*  neration ſhould laſt but forty years, 
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kim. At laſt he told me, that my offers were more 
than be deſerved, and that he would fuſt begin to 
work for his victuals. No, no, faid I, if you are 
careful and ſober, and do what: you can, you ſhall 
receive what I told you, after you have ſerved a 
ſhort — at pie, May God repay 
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you for all your faid Andrew; as long 
as T live I ſhall thank you, and do what I can for 
you. A ſew days after I fent them all three to 
| ——, by the return of ſome waggons, that he might 
- have an opportunity of viewing, and convincing him- 
ſelf of the utility of thoſe machines which he had at 
firſt ſo much admired. - GO Pty TIE 
The further deſcriptions he gave us of the He- 
brides in general, and of his native iſland, in particu- 
lar; of the cuſtoms and modes of living of the inhabi- 
tants; greatly entertained me. Pray is the ſterility of 
the ſoil the cauſe that there are no trees? or is it be- 
_ Cauſe there are none planted? What are the modern 
families of all the kings of the earth compared- to-the 
date of that of Mr. Neiel? Admitting that each ge- 
is makes a pe- 
riod of 1200; an extraordinary duration for the unin- 
terrupted deſcent of any family! Agreeably to the 
deſcription he gave. us of thoſe countries, they ſeem to 
hve according to the rules of nature, which gives them 
but bare ſubſiſtence ;. their conſtitutions are unconta- 
minated by any exceſs or effeminacy, which their ſoil . 
. f mw ——_ = of food 1 not too —— 
al} be hea y perpetual te | 
—— z if fo, they _ —— — vg ot 4 po- 
verty. Could they have obtained but neceſſary food, 
they would not have left it; for it was not in con- 
ſequence of oppreſſion, either from their Pattiarch 
or the government, that they had emigrated; +, I 
wiſh we had a colon) of theſe honeſt people ſet- 
Sled in ſome parts dfAhis province; their mo- 
rals, their religion, ſeem tor de as ſimple as their 
manners. Thus ſociety would preſent an intereſting 
ſpectacle could they be 4ranſported on a richer foil. 
But perhaps that foil would ſoon alter every things 
. a OP 
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for our opinions, vices and virtues, are altogether - 
local; we are machines faſhioned by every circum 
ſtance around vs. 7 Ne | 
Andrew arrived at my houſe a week before I did, 
and I found my wife, agreeable to my inftruttions, 
had placed the axe in his hands, as his firſt taſk. 
For ſome time he was very aukward, but he was 
ſo docile, ſo willing, and grateful, as well as his 
wife, that I foreſaw he would ſucceed. - Agreeably 
to my promiſe, I put tkem all with different families, 


where they were well liked, and all parties were 


pleaſed. Andrew worked hard, lived well, grew fat, 
and every Sunday came to pay me a vifit on a good 
horſe, which Mr. P, R. lent him. Poor man, it 
took him a long time ere he could fit on the ſad- 
dle and hold the bridle properly. I believe he had 
never before mannted ſuch a beaſt, though I did not 
chooſe to aſk him that queſtion, for fear it might 


Lc ſuggeſt ſome mortifying ideas. After having been 
twelve 


months at Mr. P. R's, and having received 
his own and his family's wages, which amounted to 
eighty-four dollars; he came to ſee me on a week- 
day, and told me, that he was 4 man of middle 
age, and would willingly have land of his own, in 


order to procure him a home, as a ſhelter againſt 


old age: that whenever this period ſhould come, 
his ſon, to whom he would give his land, w 

then maintain him, and thus hve alt together; he 
therefore required my advice and aſſiſtance. I 
thought his deſire very natural and praiſe-worthy, 
and told him that F ſhould think of it, but that 

moſt remain one month longer with Mr. P. R. who 
had 3000 rails to ſphit. He immediately conſented. 
The ſpring was not far advanced enough yet for An- 


drew to begin clearing any land, even ſuppoſing that» 
he had made a purchaſe ; as it is always neceſſury 
that the leaves ſhould be out, in order that this 


additional combuſtible may ſerve to burn the heaps 
of bruſh more readily! 7 + N 
A few days after, it happened that the whole fa- 
wily of Mr. P. R. went to meeting, and left — 
| | ew 
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d to take care of the houſe, While he was at 
* door, attentively reading the Bible, nine Indians 
juſt come from the mountains, ſuddenly made their 
appearance, and unloaded their packs of fur on 
the floor-of the piazza. Conceive, if you can, what 
2 ACID: 79 at wo 4 gre 
gat rom th ar appearance e be, 
the honeſt Herden took them for a lawleſs band 
come to rob his maſter's houſe. He therefdre, like 
a faithful guardian, precipitately withdrew, and ſhut 
the doors, but as moſt of our houſes are without 
locks, he was reduced to the neceſſity of fixing his 
knife over the latch, and then flew up ſtairs in queſt 
of a broad-fword he had brought from Scotland. 
The Indians, who were Mr. P. R's particular friends, 
r at his ſuſpicions and fears; they forcibly - 
fted the door, and fuddenly took poſſeſſion of the 
houſe, got all the bread and meat they wanted, 
and fat themſelves down by the fire. At this in- 
Rant Andrew, with his hroad-ſword in his hand, en- 
' tered the room; the Indians earneftly looking at 
him, and attentively watching his motions. After 
4 very few reflections, Andrew found that his weapon 
was uſeleſs, when oppoſed to nine tomahawks; but 
this did -not dianniſh his anger; on the contrary, it 
grew greater on obſerving the calm impudence with 
which they were devouring the family proviſions. 
Unable to reſiſt, he called them names in broad 
Scotch, and ordered them to · deſiſt and be gone; 
to which the Indians (as they told me afterwards) 
replied in their equally broad idiom. It muſt haue 
been a moſt unintelligible altercation} between this 
honeſt Barra man, and nine Indians who did not 
much care for 1 could fay. At latt he 
ventured to lay his hands on one of them, in order 
to turn him out of the houſe. Here Andrew's fide- 
3 — prudence ; for the Indian, 


ally frightened poor Andrew, that, unmindful of 
his courage, of his broad-fword, and his * 
| : | 9 
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he ruſhed out, left them maſters of the houſe, 8 
diſappeared. I have heard one of the Indian 
fince, that he never laughed ſo heartily in his life. 
Andrew, at a diſtance, ſoon recovered from the fears 
which had been inſpired by this infernal yell, and 
thought of no ether remedy than to go to the meet- 
ing-hauſe, which was about two miles diſtant. In 
the eagerneſs of his honeſt intentions, with looks of 
affright ftill marked on his countenance, he called 
Mr. P. R. out, and told him with great vehemence 
of ſtyle, that nine monſters were come to his houſe 
—ſome blue, ſome red, and ſome black; that they 
had little axes in their hands, out of which they 
ſmoked; and that like Highlanders, they had no 
breeches; that they were devouring all his victuals, 
and that God only knew what they would do more. 
Pacify yourſelf, faid Mr. P. R. my houſe is as ſafe 
with theſe people, as if I was there myſelf; as for 
the victuals, — are heartily welcome, honeſt An- 
drew ; — are not people of much ceremoy ; they 
help themſelves thus whenever they are among their 
friends; I do fo too in their wigwhams, whenever 
I go to their village: you had better therefore ſtep 
in and hear the remainder of the ſermon, and when 
the meeting is over we will all go back in the wag- 
gon together, ($7258 
At their return, Mr. P. R. who ſpeaks the Indian 
Pnguage very well, explained the whole matter; the 
Indians renewed their laugh, and ſhook bands with 
honeſt Andrew, whom they made to ſmoke out of 
their pipes; and thus peace was made, and ratified 
according to the Indian cuitom, by the calumet. 
Soon after this adventure, the time approached 
when I had promiſed' Andrew my beſt aſſiſtance to 
ſettle him; for that purpoſe I went to Mr. A. V. 
in- the county of ——, who, I was informed, had 
| purchaſed a track of land, contiguous to —— ſet· 
tlement. ] gave him a faithful detail of the pro- 
keel Andrew had made in the rural arts; of his 
honeſty, ſobriety, and gratitude, and preſſed him to 
fell him an hundred acres. This I cannot — 
wth -- 
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with, faid Mr. A. V. but at the ſame time I will do 
betf&r; I love ts encourage honeſt. Europeans as 
much as you do, and to ſee them proſper: you tell 
me he has but one ſon; I will leaſe them an hun- 
dred acres for any term of years you pleaſe, and 


make it more valuable to your Scotchman than if 


he was poſſeſſed of the fee ſimple. By that means 
he may, with what little money he has, buy a 
lough, a team, and ſome. ſtock; he will not be 
incumbered with debts and mortgages; what he 
raiſes will be his own; had he two or three ſons 
as able as himſelf, then I ſhould think it more eli- 
gible for him to purchaſe the fee - ſimple. I join 
with you in opinion, and will bring Andrew along 
with ine in a few days. > ITY 
Well, honeſt Andrew, faid Mr. A. V. in conſi- 
deration of your good name, I will let you have an 
hundred acres of good arable land, that ſhall be 
laid out along a new road; there is a bridge alrea- 
dy erected on the creek that paſſes through the land, 
and a fine ſwamp of about twenty acres. Theſe 
are my terms, I cannot fell, but I will leaſe you 
_ the quantity that Mr. James, your friend, has aſk- 
ed; the firſt ſeven years you ſhall pay no rent, 
whatever you ſow and reap, and plant and gather, 
ſhall be entirely your own; neither the King, go- 
vernment, nor church, will have any claim on your 
future property: the roman part of the time 
you muſt give me twelve dollars and an half a 
ear; and that is all you will have to pay me. 
ithin the three firſt — you muſt plant 15 ap- 
ple-trees, and clear ſeven acres of ſwamp within 
the firſt part of the leaſe; it will be your own ad- 
vantage: whatever you do more within that time, 
I will pay Jo for it, at the common rate of the 
country. he term of the leaſe ſhall be thirty 
years ; how do like it, Andrew? Oh, Sir, it 
is very good, but I am afraid that the King or 
his miniſters, or the governor, or ſome of our great 
men, will come and take the land from me; your 
ſon 'may fay to me, by and by, this is wy. father's 
| = 
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land, Andrew, you muſt quit it. No, no, faid Mr. 
A. V. chere is no ſuch danger; the king an ' 
miniſters are too juſt to take the labour of a poor 
ſettler; here we have no great men, but what ate 
ſubordinate to our laws; but to calm all your fears, 
I, will give you a leaſe, ſo that none can make you 
afraid. If ever you are diſſatisfied with the land, 
a jury of your, own neighbourhood ſhall value all 


; _ improvements, and you_ſhall be paid agreea- 


ly to their verdict. Vou may ſell your leaſe, or 
if you die, you may previouſly diſpoſe of it, as if 
the land was your own. Expreſſive, yet inarticu- 
late joy, was mixed in his countenance, which ſeem- 
ed impreſſed with aſtoniſhment and confuſion. Do 
you underſtand me well, ſaid Mr. A. V.? Na, Sir, 
replied Andrew, I know nothing of what you mean 
about leaſe, improvement, will: jury, &c. That 


is honeſt, we will explain theſe things to you by 


and by. It muſt be confeſſed that thoſe were hard 
words, which he had never heard in his life; for 
by his own account, the ideas they convey would 


de totally uſeleſs in the iſland of Barra. Q won- 


der, therefore, that he was embarraſſed; for how 
could the man who had hardly a will of his own 
fince he was born, imagine he could have one after 
his death? How could the perſon who never poſ- 
ſeſſed any thing, conceive that he could extend his 
new dominion over this land, even after he ſhould 
be laid in his grave? For my part, I think An- 
drew's amazement did not imply any extraordinary 


degree of ignorance; he was an actor introduced 


upon a new ſcene, it required ſome time ere he 
could reconcile himſelf to the part be was to per- 
form. However he was ſoon enlightened, and in- 
troduced into thoſe myſteries with which we native 
Americans are but too well acquainted. | 
Here then is honeſt Andrew, inveſted with every 
municipal advantage they confer; become a free- 
holder, poſſeſſed of a vote, of a place of reſidence, 
a citizen of the province of Pennſylvania, Andrew's 
original hopes and the diſtant proſpects he had formed. 
in 
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m the i0and of Berra, were at the eve of being 


realized; we therefore can eaſily 2 him a few 
ſpontaneous ejaculations, which would be uſeleſs. to 
repeat. This ſhort tale is eaſily told; few words 
are ſufficient to deſcribe this ſudden change of ſitu-· 
ation; but in his mind it was gradual, and took 
him above a week before he could be ſure, that 
without diſburſing any money he could poſſeſs lands. 
Soon after he prepared himſelf; I lent him a bare 
rel of pork, and 200 lb. weight of meal, and made 
him purchaſe what was neceſſary beſides. 

He ſet out, and hired a room in the houſe of a * 
ſettler who lived the moſt contiguous to his own 
land. His firſt work was to clear ſome acres of 
ſwamp, that he might have @ ſupply of hay the 
following year for his two horſes and cows. . From 
the firſt day he began to work, he was indefatiga- 
ble; his honeſty procured him friends, and his in- 
duſtry the eſteem of his new neighbours. One of 
them offered him two acres of cleared land, where- 
on .he might plant corn, pumpkins, ſquaſhes, and 
a few potatoes, that very ſeaſon. It is aſtoniſhing 
how quick men will learn when they work for 
themſelves. I ſaw with pleaſure, two months after, 
Andrew holding a two-horſe plough and — his 
furrows quite ſtraight; thus the ſpade man the 


iſland of Barra, was become the tiller of American 
_ fail. Well done, faid I, Andrew, well done; I 


ſee, that God ſpeeds and directs your works; I ſee 
proſperity delineated in all your furrows and head 
lands. Raiſe this crop of corn with attention and 
care, and then you will be matter of the art. 

As he had neither mowing nor reaping to do that 
ear, I told him that the time was come to build his 
ouſe ; and that for this purpoſe I would myſelf in- 

vite the neighbourhood to a frolick ; that thus he 
would have a large dwelling erected, and ſome up- 
land cleared in one day. Mr. P. R. his old friend, 
came at the time appointed, with all his hands, 
and brought victuals in plenty: I did the — 
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About forty people repaired to the ſpot; the ſongs, 
and 1 went round the woods from cluſter- ' 
to cluſter, as the people had gathered to their dif- 
ferent works; trees fell on all ſides, buſhes were 
cut up and heaped; and while. many were thus 
employed, others with their, teams hauled the big 
logs to the ſpot which Andrew had pitched upon 
for the erection of his new dwelling. We all din- 
ed in the woods; in the afternoon the logs were - 
placed with ſkids, and the uſual contrivances: thus 
the rude houſe was raiſed, and above two acres of 
land cut up, cleared, and heaped. 1 er 
Whilſt all theſe different operations were perform- 

ing, Andrew was abſolutely incapable of working; it 
was to him the moſt ſolemn holiday he had ever ſeen; 
it would have been ſacrilegious in him to have defiled 
it with menial labour. Poor man, he ſanctified it with 
joy and thankſgiving, and honeſt libations— he went 
from one. to other with the bottle in his hand, 
prom every body to drink, and drinking hiniſelf to 
. thew the example. He ſpent the whole day in ſmiling, 
laughing, and uttering monoſyllables: his wife and ſon 
were there alſo, but as they could not underſtand the 
language, their pleafure nut have been altogether that 
of the imagination. The powertul lord, the wealthy 
merchant, on ſeeing the ſuperb manſion finiſhed, ne- 
ver can feel half the joy and real happineſs which was 
felt and enjoyed on that day by this honeſt Hebridean : 
m_ this new dwelling, erected in the midſt of the 
Is, was nothing more than a ſquare incloſure, 
compoſed of twenty-four large clumſy logs, let in at 
the ends. When the work was finiſhed, the company 
made the woods reſound with the noiſe of their three 
cheers, and the honeſt wiſhes they formed for An- 
drew's proſperity. He could fay nothing, but with 
thankful tears he ſhook hands with them all. Thus 
from the firſt day he had landed, Andrew marched 
towards this important event: this memoravle day 
made the ſun ſhine” on that land on which he was 
to ſow wheat and other grain. What ſwamp — 
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had cleared lay before his door; the eſſence of fu- 
ture bread, milk, and meat, were ſcattered all round 
him. Soon after he hired a carpenter, who put on a 
roof and laid the floors; in a week more the houſe 
was properly plaiſtered, and the chimney finiſhed: 
He moved into 2 and purchaſed. twa cows, Which 
found plenty of food in the woods— his hogs had the 
ſame advantage. That very year, he and his ſon 
ſowed three buſhels of wheat, fron which he reaped 
ninety-one and a half; for I had ordered him to kee 
an exact account of all be ſhould raiſe. His 
crop of other coru would have been as good, had it 
not been for the ſquirrels, Which were enemies nat to 
be diſperſed by the broad ſword. The fourth year I 
took an 'inventary of the wheat this man poſſeſſed, 
which I ſend you. Soon after, further ſettlements 
were made on that road, and Andrew, inſtead of be- 
ing the laſt man towards the wilderneſs, found him- 
ſelf in a few years in the middle of a numerous ſoci- 
ety. He helped others as generouſly as others had 
helped him; and I have dined many times at his table 
ik ſeveral of his neighbours. "The ſecond year 
he was made overſeer of the road, and ſerved on 
two petty juries, performing, as a citizen, all the 
duties required of him. The hiſtoriographer of 
ſome great prince or general, does not bring his 
hero viRtorians to the end of a ſucceſsful campaign, 
with one half of the heart-felt pleaſure, with which 
have conducted Andrew to the ſituation he now 
enjoys: he is independent and eaſy. Triumph and 
military honours do not always imply * theſe two 
bleſſings. He is unincumbered with debts, ſervices, 
rents, or any other dues; the ſucceſſes of a cam- 
paign, the laurels of war, muſt be purchaſed at 
the deareſt rate, which makes every cool reflecting 
citizen to tremble and ſhudder. By the literal ac- 
count hereunto annexed, you will eaſily be made 
acquainted with the happy effects which cagſtantly 
flow, in this country, from ſobriety and induſtry, 
when united with good 7 and freedom. ny 
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The account of the pro property rty be acquired with his 
own hands and thoſe of fo 
as under: 


Dollars. 
The value of his i improvements and leaſe | 2 
Sim cows, at 13 dollars 
Two breeding mares . 
The reſt of the ſtock - - ——— * 
Se venty- three buſhels of wheat - - 65 
Money due to him on notes „ 
Pork and beef in his cellar „ 
Wool and flax wad 2 - — - — 0 — i 19 


Ploughs and other utenſils of huſbandry = L 
240l. Pennſylvania —_— 64 
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n, in four years, Fr 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND OP NANTUCK= | 


ET, WITH THE MANNERS, CUSTOMS, ori- 
CY, AND TRADE OF THE {NHABITANTS, 


[ H E greateſt compliment that ean be paid to 


the beſt kings, to the wiſeſt miniſters, or the 
moſt patriotic rulers, is to think, that the reformation 
of political abuſes, -and the happineſs. of their people 
are the primary objects of their attention, But alas! 
how diſagreeable muſt the work of reformation be! 
how dreaded the operation! for we hear of no a- 
mendment: on the contrary, the great number of 
ay emigrants, yearly coming over here, informs 


us, that the ſeverity of taxes, the injuſtice of laws, the 


tyrrany of the rich, and the oppreſſive avarice of the 
church; are as intolerable as ever. Will theſe ca- 


lamities. have no end? Are not the great rulers of 


the earth afraid of loſing, by degrees, their moſt uſe- 


ful ſubjects? This country, providentially intended 


for the general aſylum of the world, will flouriſh by 


the oppreſſion of their people; they will every dax 


become better acquainted with the happineſs we en- 
joy,, and ſeek for the means of tranſparting them- 
ſelyes here, in ſpite of all obſtacles and laws. To 
what purpoſe then have ſo many uſeful books and 
divine maxims been tranſmitted to us from preceding 


- ages ?—Are they all vain, all uſeleſs? Muſt human 


nature ever be the ſport of the few, and its many 
wounds remain unhealed? How happy are we here, 
in having fortunately eſcaped the miſeries which at- 
tended our fathers; how thankful hy. we to be, 
that they reared us in a land where 


duſtry never fail to meet with the moſt ample re- 
wards! You have, bs, doubt, read ſeveral hiſtories 7 
| 2 | 0 


briety and in- 
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of - this continent, yet there are a. thouſand facts, a 
. thouſand explanations overlooked. Authors will cer- 
tainly convey to you a geographical knowledge of this 
country; they will acquaint you with the zras of 
he ſeveral ſettlements, the foundations of our towns, 
the ſpirit of our different charters, &c. yet they do 
not ſufficiently diſcloſe the genius of the people, their 
various cuſtoms, their modes of agriculture, the innu- 
mererable reſources which the induſtrious have of raiſ- 
ing themſelves to a comfortable and eaſy ſituation. 
Few of theſe writers have reſided here, and thoſe who 
have, had not pervaded every part of the country, 
nor carefully examined the nature and principles of 
our aſſociation. It would be a taſk worthy a ſpecula- 
tive genius, to enter intimately into the ſituation and 
characters of the peo le, from Nova Scotia to Weſt 
Florida; and ſurely hiſtory cannot poſſibly preſent 
any * more pleaſing to behold. Senſible how 
unable I am to lead you through ſo vaſt a maze, let 
us look attentively for ſome ſmall unnoticed corner; 
but where ſhall we go in queſt of ſuch a one? Num- 
berlefs ſettlements, each diſtinguiſhed by ſome peculi- 
arities, preſent themſelves on every fide ; all 1 to 
realiſe the moſt ſanguine wiſhes that a good man could 
form for the happineſs of his race. Here they live 
by fiſhing on the moſt plentiful coaſts in the world; 
there they fell trees, by the ſides of large rivers, for 
maſts and lumber; here others convert innumerable 
logs into the beſt boards; there again others cultivate 
the land, raiſe cattle, and clear large fields. Yet I 
have a ſpot in my view, where none of theſe occupa- 
tions are performed, which will, IJ hope, reward us 
for the trouble of inſpettion; but though it is barren 
in its ſoil, infignificant in its extent, inconvenient in 
its ſituation, Locked of materials for building ; it 
ſeems .to have been inhabited merely to prove what 
mankind can do when happily governed! Here I 
Can pou out to you exertions of the moſt ſucceſsful 
induſtry ; inſtances of native ſagacity unaſſiſted by 
ſcience; the happy fruits of a well directed perſeve- 
rance. It is always a. refreſhing ſpectacle to _ 
when 
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when in my review of the various. component parts of 
this immenſe whole, I obſerve the labours of its inha- 
bitants ſingularly rewarded by nature; when. I ſee 


them emerged out of their firſt difficulties, living with 


decency and eaſe, and conveying to their poſterity 


that plentiful ſubſiſtence, which their fathers. have o 


deſervedly earned. But when their , proſperity ariſes 
from the goodneſs of the climate, and fertility of the 
ſoil, I partake of their happineſs, it is true; yet ſtay 
but a little while with them, as they exhibit nothing 
but what is natural and common. On the contrary, 
when I meet with barren ſpots fertilized, grafs grow- 
ing where none grew before ; grain gathered from 
fields which had hitherto produced nothing better than 


brambles ; dwellings raiſed where no r mate 
e moſt 


rials were to be found; wealth acquired by 
_ uncommon. means: there I pauſe, to dwell on the 


favourite object of my ſpeculative inquiries. Willingly 


do I leave the former to enjoy the odoriferous fur-. 
row, or their rich vallies, with anxiety repairing to- - 


the ſpot, where ſo many difficulties have been o- 
duced extraordinary-e and where every natural 
obſtacle has been removed by a, vigorous 1 ry 


vercome; where extraordinary exertions have pro- 1 


I want. not to, record the annals of the 125 43 
Nantucket—its inhabitants have. ho annals, for they 


are not a race of warriors. My ſimple wiſh is to trace 


them throughout. their progreſſive ſteps, from their 
arrival here to this preſent hour; to enquire by what 


means they raiſed themſel ves from the moſt humble, 
the moſt inſignificant beginnings, to the eaſe and the 
wealth they now poſſeſs ; to give you ſome idea 
of their cuſtoms, religion, manners, policy, and mode 
of living. 25 Os | 


This happy ſettlement was not founded on intru- 


ſion, forcible entries, or blood, as ſo many others ha ve 
been; it drew its origin from neceſſity on the one ſide, 
and from good will on the other; and ever ſince, all 


has been a ſcene of uninterrupted harmony. — Neither 


political, nor religious broils; neither diſputes with 
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| the natives, nor any other contentions, have in the 
leaſt agitated or diſturbed its detached ſociety. Yet, 
the firſt founders knew nothing either of Lycurgus or 

1 Solon; for this ſettlement has not been the work of 

| , eminent men or powerful legiſlators, forcing nature by 

[] the accumulated labours of art. This ſingular eſta- 

bliſhment has been effected by means of that native 

| induſtry and perſeverauce common to all men, when 

they are protected by a government which demands 

bur little for its proteQtion ; when they are permitted 

to enjoy a ſyſtem of rational laws founded on perfect 

freedom, The mildnefs and humanity" of ſuch a go- 

vernment neceflarily implies that confidence which is 

the ſource of the moſt arduous undertakings and per- 

manent ſucces. Would you believe that a fandy 

| ſpot, of about twenty-three thouſand acres, affording 

| neither ſtones nor timber, meadows nor arable, yet 
can boaſt of an handſothe town, conſiſting of more 

than 500 houſes, ſhould poſſeſs above 200 ſail of 

veſſels, conſtantly employ upwards of 2000 ſeamen, _ 

| feed more than 15,000 ſheep, 500 cows, 200 hotles ; 

j and has ſeveral citizens worth 20;000l. fterling ! Vet 

| all theſe facts are uncontroverted. Who would have 

imagined that any people ſhould have abandoned a 

| fruitful and extenſive continent, filled with the riches 

| which the moſt ample vegitation affords ; replete with 
good ſoil, enamelled meadows, rich paſtures, every 

| ind of timber, and with all other materials neceſſary 

| to render life happy and comfortable: to come and 

| 

| 

| 


— : 
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| inhabit a little ſand-bank, to which nature had re- 
I fuſed thoſe advantages; to dwell on a ſpot where 
there ſcarcely grew a ſhrub to announce, by the 
| budding of its leaves, the arrival of the ſpring, and 
| BK to warn, by their fall, the proximity of winter, Had 
| this iſland been contiguous to the thores of ſome an- 
| tient monarchy, it would only have been occupied 
| by a few wretched fiſhermen, who, , oppreſſed by p6- 
| . verty, would hardly have been able to purchaſe or 
| duild little fiſhing barks ; always dreading the weight | 
1 of taxes, or the ſervitude of men of war. Inſtead , 


of that boldneſs. of ſpeculation for which the inhabi- 
- Mm tants 
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* this iſland are ſo remarkable, they would 
fearfully have confined themſelves within the narrow 
limits of the moſt trifling ; timid in their 
excurſions, they never could have extricated them- 
ſelves from their firſt - difficulties, © This iſland, on 
the contrary, contains 5000 hardy people, who bold- 
ly derive their riches from the element that fur- 
rounds them, and have been compelled by the ſte- 
rility of the foil to ſeek abroad. for the means of 
ſubſiſtence. You muſt not imagi gine, from the rect 
tal of theſe facts, that they en ores any —_— 
privileges or royal charters, or that they were nurf- 
ed by particular immunities in. the infancy of their 
fettlement. No, their freedom, their ſkill, their pro» | 
bity, and and perſeverance, have accomp liſhed 4 
thing, and brought them by degrees to the 
69 ie rH fetch, 1 hope tha rtialiry 

rom this tc t pa 

to this iſland will be juſtiked. * hardly 
know that ſuch an one exiſts in the neighbaurhood 
of Cape Cod. What has happened here, bas, and 
will happen eve where elſe. Give mankind the 
full rewards of their induſtry, allow them to- enjoy 
the fruit of their labour under the peaceable ſhade 
of their vines and: fig-trees, leave native acti- 
vity unſhackled and free, like a fair ſtream without 
dams or other obſtacles; the firſt will fertilize the 
very ſand on — ho may tread, the other exhibit a 
navigable river, treading plenty and chearfulneſs 
wherever the galt of | ground leads it. If 
theſe people are not for tracing the fragrant 
furrow on the plain, they plough the rougher ocean, 
they gather from its furface, at an immenle diſtance, . 
and with Herculean labours, the riches it affords ; 
they go to hunt and catch that huge fiſh which by 
its ſtrength and velocity one would imagine ought 
to be beyond the reach of man. This iſland 
nothing deſe of notice but its inhabitants; here 


ou meet With neither antient monuments, fpacious 
alls, ſolemn temples, nor elegant dwellings; ; not a 
a Citadel, nor Los kind of | fortification, not even 
E 4. a bat- 
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a battery to rend the air with its loud peals on any 
folemn occaſion,” ' As for their rural- 1 — 
they are many, but all of the moſt ſimple and uſe- 
ful kind. 
The iſland of Nantucket, a ma of which, drawn 
by y Dr. James Tu upper, ſon of the ſheriff of the iſland, 
fend you hes d, lies in latitude. 41® 10. 100 
miles N. E. from Cape Cod; 27 N. from Hyanes 
or Barnſtaple, a town on the moſt contiguous part of 
_ me 1 21 miles W. bi from Cape 
e vineyard; 5 W. by from Wood's 
He e, — Elizabeth Iſland; 80 miles N. from Boſton ; 
120 from Rhode Ifland:; 800 8. from Bermudas. A 
table of references to the map is added below“. 
Sherburn is the only town on the iſland, which con- 
ſiſts of about 530 houſes, that have been framed on 
the main ; — are lathed and plaiſtered within, 
handſomely painted and boarded without; each has a 
cellar underneath, built with ſtones fetched alſo from 
the main: they are all of a ſimilar conſtruction and 
appearance ; plain, and entirely devoid of exterior or 
interior ornament. I obſerved but one which was 
| e RE, r REI: < ——, but like the 


* References to the Map of Nantucket. 
z Point Coitou. al! The Narrow Pond. | 
2 Brand Point, on which lands ; Quays, a valuable track of 
. o——_ Es 
3 oint | — 
4 Smith Point. | Þ The track called Palpus.. 
5 Bitter Eels Creeks. 21 The fiſhing houſes of. Siaſ- 
6 Siaſconcet Track. concet, 
7 Sandy Point. 22 Suſſacacher Pond. 


The town, docks, and 23 Croſkaty Nea, full of black 
wharfs. ducks. 
9 Shoal Water Lagoon, "which 24 Eat P famous for Brante. 


ſupplies the inhabitants with|2s The North Pond. 
oyſters. 126 Tuckanuck Ifland. - 
10 The Track of 8 27 South Side Beach. 
11 Squam. 128 Matacut Harbour. 
12 Long Pond. fag Kapan High Sand Cliffs, 
13 The waſhing Pond. — The Cliffs. 
14 Miacomet Pond. 31 New Town Meadow. 
15 The Bar, nine feet water, [32 Tomins Head, an high 


16 Tetoukemah Lots, » | - ground. 
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reſt it is unadorned. The town ſtands on a riſing 


ſand-bank, on the weſt fide of the harbour, which is 


very ſafe from all winds, There are two places of 
worſhip, one for the ſociety of Friends, the other for 
that of Preſbyterians; and in the middle of the town, 
near the market-place, ftands a . ſimple building, 
which is the country court-houſe, The town regu- 
larly aſcends toward the country, and in its vicinage 
they have ſeveral ſmall fields and gardens yearly. ma- 


nured with the dung of their cows, and the foil of - 


their ſtreets. There are a good many cherry and 
peach, trees planted in their ſtreets and in many other 
places; the apple- tree does not thrive well, they have 
therefore planted but few. The iſland cogtains no 
mountains, yet is very uneven, and the many riſing 
rounds oF eminences with which it is filled, have 
ormed in the ſeveral vallies a great variet 
ſwamps, where the Indian graſs and the blue bent, 
e to ſuch ſoils, grow with tolerable luxuriancy. 
me of the ſwamps abound with peat, which ſerves 
the poor inſtead of fire-wood, There are fourteen 
ponus on this iſland, all extremely uſeful, ſome lying 
tranſverſely, almoſt acroſs it, which greatly helps to 
divide it into partitions for the uſe of their cattle ; 
others abound with peculiar fiſh and ſea fowls. 
Their ſtreets are not paved, but this is attended with 
little inconvenience, as it is never crouded with coun- 
try carriages z and thoſe they have in the town are 
ſeldom made uſe of but in the time of the coming in 
and before the failing of the fleets. At my firit land- 
ing I was much ſurprized at the diſagreeable ſmell 


+ 


which ſtruck me in many parts of the town; it is 


cauſed by the whale oil, and is unavoidable ; the 
neatneſs peculiar ta theſe people can neither remove 
or prevent it. There are near the wharfs a great 
many ſtorehouſes, where their ſtaple commodity is de- 
poſited, as well as the innumerable materials which are 


always wanted to repair and fit out ſo many whale- 


men. They. have three docks, each zoo feet long, 
and extremely convenient; at the head of which 


there are ten feet of water. Theſe docks are built 
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like thoſe in Boſton, of logs retched from the conti- 
nent, filled with ſtones, covered with ſand. Be- 
tween theſe docks and the town, there is room ſuffi- 
cient for the landing of gobds and for the paſſage of 
their numerous carts ; for altnoſt every-man here has 
one: the wharfs te the north and ſouth of the docks 
aſe built of the ſame materials, and give a ftranger 
at his firſt landing, an high idea of the proſperity of 
theſe people; and there is room around theſe three 
docks for 300 fail of veſſels, When their fleets have 
been ſucceſsful, the buſtle and hurry of bufineſs on 
this ſpot for ſome days after their arrival, would 
make you imagine, that Sherburn is the capital of a 
ve 2 and large province. On that point of 
land which forms the weſt ſide of the harbour, ſtands 
a very neat light: houſe; the oppoſite peninſula, called 
Coitou, ſecures it from the moſt dangerous winds. 
There are but few gardens and arable fields in the 
neighbourhood of the town, for nothing can be more 
ſterile and ſandy than this part of the iftand ; they 
have however with unwearied perſeverance, by bring- 
ing a variety of manure, and by cow-penning, en- 
riched ſeveral ſpots where they gaiſe Indian corn, 
tatoes, pumpkins, turnips, &c.- On the higheſt part 
of this ſandy Eminence, four windmills grind the 
grain they raiſe or import; and contiguous to them 
their rope-walk is to be ſeen, where fall half of their 
cordage is manufactured. Between the ſhores of the 
harbour, the docks, and the town, there is a moſt 
excellent piece of meadow, incloſed and manured 
with ſuch coſt and pains as ſhew how neceſſary and 
precious graſs is at Nantucket. Towards the point 
of Shemah, the ifland is more level and the foil bet- 
ter; and there they have conſiderable lots well fenc- 


ec and richly manured, where they diligently raiſe 


their yearly crops. There are but very few farms on 
this daa, becauſe there are but very few ſpots that 
will admit of cultivation without the aſſiſtance of 
dung and other manure; which is very expenſive to. 
fetch from the main. This iſland was patented in 
the year 1671, by twenty-ſeven proprietors, rr 

— — e- 


being poſſeſſed of a fingle 
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the province of New-York ; which then claimed all 
the iſlands from the Neway Sink to Cape Cod. They 
found it fo univerſally barren and fo unkt for cultiva- 
tion, that they mutually agreed not to divide it, as 
each could neither live on, nor improve that lot which 
might fall to his ſhare. They then caſt their eyes on 
| the ſen, and finding themſelves obliged to become 
fiſhermen, they looked for a harbour, and having 
found one, they determined to build a town: in its 
neighbourhood and to dwell} together: For that pur- 
pole they ſurveyed as much d as would afferd t9 
each what is generally called here a home-lot. - Forty 
- acres were thought - ſufficient to anſwer this double 
rpoſe; for to what end ſhould they covet. more 

than they could improve, or even incloſe ; not 
tree, in the whole extent 
of their — dominion. This was all the —_— 
property allowed ; the reſt agreed to held 
m common, and feeing that —— of the 
and might feed ſheep; they agreed that each pro- 
prietor ſhould be entitled to feed on it if he pleaſed 
560 ſheep. By this agreement, the national ſtock was 
| to conſiſt of 15,120 that is the undivided part of the 

Ifland was by fuch means ideally diviſible into as ma- 
ny parts or ſhares; to which nevertheleſs no certain 
determinate quantity of land was affixed: for they 
knew not how much the iſland contained, nor could 
the moſt judicious ſarveyor fix this ſmall quota, as o 
quality and quantity. er they agreed, in caſe 
the graſs ſhould grow better by feeding, that then 
four theep ſhould repreſent a cow, and two cows a 
| horſe: ſuch was the method this wiſe. people took to 
enjoy in common their new ſettlement 5 ſuch was the 
mode of their firſt eſtabliſiment, which nay be truly 
and literally called a paſtoral one. Several hundred 
of ſheep- paſture titles have ſince been divided on 
thoſe different tracks, which are now cultivated; the 
reſt by inheritance and intermarriages have been ſo 
ſubdivided that it is very common for a girl to have 
no other portion but her outſet and four ſheep paſtures, 
or the privilege of feeding a cow. But as this ** 
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6 lege is founded on an ideal, though real title to ſome 
' unkno = of land, which one day. or another 
may certained ; theſe ſbeep-paſture titles ſhould 
convey to your imagination, ſomething more valuable 
and of greater credit than the mere advantage ariſing 
from the benefit of a cow, which in that caſe woul 
be no more than a right of commonage. Whereas, 
Here as labour grows cheaper, as misfortunes from 
their ſea-adventures' may happen; each perſon poſſeſſ- 
ed of a ſufficient: number of theſe: ſheep-palture titles, 
may one day realize them on ſome peculiar ſpot, ſuch 
as ſhall be adjudged by the council of the proprietors 
to be adequate to their value; and this is the reaſon 
that theſe people very unwillingly ſell thoſe ſmall 
rights, and eſteem them more than you would ima- 
ne. They are the repreſentation of a future free- 
old, they cheriſh in the mind of the poſſeſſor a la- 
tent, though diſtant, hope, that by his ſucceſs in his 
next whale- ſeaſon, he may be able to pitch on ſome 
predilected ſpot, and there build himſelf a home, to 
which he may retire, and ſpend the latter end ef his 
days in peace. A council of proprietors always exiſts 
in this iſland, who decide their territorial differences ; 
their titles are recorded in the books of the county, 
which this town repreſents, as well as every convey- 
” ance of lands and other fales. _ 2 
This iſland furniſhes the natyraliſt with few or no 
objects worthy obſervation : it appears to be the un- 
even ſummit of a ſandy ſubmarine mountain, covered. 
here and there with ſorrel, graſs, a few cedar buſhes, 
and ſcrubby oaks ; their ſwamps are much more valu- 
able for the peat they contain, than for the trifling 
paſture of their; furface ; thoſe declining grounds. 
which lead to th&ſſea-ſhores, abound with beach graſs, 
a light fodder when .cut and cured, but. very good 
when fed green. On the eaſt fide of the iſland they 
have ſeveral tracks of ſalt graſſes, which being care- 
fully fenced, yield a conſiderable quantity of that 
wholeſome fodder, Among the many ponds or lakes. 
with which this iſland abounds, there are ſome which 
| have been wade by the intruſion of the ſea, fuch as, 
$7 - 8 Wiwidiah, 
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Wiwidiah, the Long, the Narrow, and ſeveral others. 
conſequently thoſe are ſalt and the others freſh. The 
former anſwer two conſiderable purpoſes, firſt by ena- 
bling them to fence the iſland with greater facility; 
at peculiar high tides a great number of fiſh enter in- 
to them, where they feed and grow large, and at 
ſome known ſeaſons of the year the inhabitants aſſem- 
ble and cut down the ſmall bars which the waves al- 
ways throw up. By theſe eaſy means the waters of 
the pond are let out, and as the fiſh follow their na- 
tive element, the inhabitants with proper nets. catch as 
many as they want, in their way out, without any 
other trouble. Thoſe which are moſt common, are 
the ſtreaked baſs, the blue fiſh, the. tom-cod, the 
mackarel, the tew-tag, the herring, the flounder, eel, 
Kc. Fiſhing is one of the greateſt diverſions the 
iſland affords. At the weſt end lies the harbour of 
Mardiket, formed by Smith Point on the ſouth-weſt, 
by Eel Point on the north, and Tuckanut Iſland on the 
north-weſt ; but it is neither ſo ſafe nor has it ſo good. 
anchoring ground, as that near which the town ſtands. 
Three ſmall creeks run into it, which yield the bitter- 
eſt eels I — taſted. Between the lotts of Pal- 
pus an the eaſt, Barry's Valley and Miacomet pond. 
on the ſouth, and the narrow pond on the weſt, not 
far from Shemah Point, they have a conſiderable track. 
of even ground, being the leaſt ſandy, and the beſt 
on the iſland, It is qhvided inta ſeven fields, one of 
which is planted by that part of the community which 
are entitled to it. This is called the common planta- 
tion, a ſimple but uſeful expedient, for was each hold 
er of this track to fence his property, it would require 
a prodigious quantity of 'poſts and. rails, which you. 
muſt remember are to be purchaſed and fetched from 
the main. Inſtead of thoſe private ſubdiviſions each 
man's allotment of land is thrown into the general 
eld which is fenced at the expence of the parties; 
within it every one does with his own portion of the 
ground whatever he pleaſes. This apparent commu- 
nity ſaves a very material expence, a great deal of la- 
hour, and perhaps raiſes a. fort of W 
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them, which urges every one to fertilize his-ſhare 
with the greateſt care and attention. Thus every ſeven 
years the whole of this track is under cultivation, and 
enriched by manure and ploughing yields afterwards 
excellent paſture; to which the town cows, amount- 
ing to 500, are daily led by the town ſhepherd, and 
1 drove back in the evening. There each 
mma y finds the houſe to wich it belongs, 
where they are ſure to be well rewarded for the mulk 
they give, by a preſent of bran, grain, or ſome fari- 
naceous preparation; their economy being great 
in that reſpect. Theſe are commonly called Tetou- 
_ kemah lotts. You muſt not imagine that every perſon 
on the ifland is either a land- holder, or concerned in 
rural operations; no, the greater are at ſea, bu- 
fly employed in their different fiſheries; others are 
mere ſtrangers, who come to ſettle as handicrafts, 
mechanics, &c. and even among the natives few are 
ſſeſſed of determinate ſhares 8 land: for engaged 
in ſea affairs, or trade, they are fatisfied with poſſe 
ing a few ſheep-paſtures, by means of which they 
may have perhaps one or two cows. Many bave but 
one, for the great number of children they have, has: 
cauſed fuch fubdiviſions of the original propnetorſhip. . 
as is ſometimes puzzling to trace; and ſeveral of the 
moſt fortunate at fea, have purchaſed and realized a 
great number of theſe original paſture-titles. The 
beſt land on the iſland is at Palpus, remarkable for 
+ nothing but a houfe of entertainment, ayes is a 
ſmall but valuable track, long ſince purchaſed by Mr. 
Coffin, Where he has erected the beſt houſe on the 
iſland. By long attention, proximity of the fea, &c. 
this fertile ſpot has been well manured, and is now 
the garden of Natitucket. Adjoining to it on the 
- weft ſide there is a ſmall ftream, on which they have 
erected a fulling mill; on the eaſt is the lott, known 
by the name of Squam, watered likewiſe by a ſmall 
rivulet, on which ſtands another fulling mill. Here 
is fine loomy foil, producing excellent clover, which 
is mowed twice a year. Theſe mills prepare all the 
cloth which is wade here: you may eaſily ſuppoſe 
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that having ſo large a flock of ſheep, they abound in 
wool ; part of this they export, and the reſt is | 
by their induſtrious wives, and converted into 
tial garments. To the ſouth-eaſt is a great diviſion of 

the iſland, fenced by itſelf, known by the name of 
Siafconcet lott. It is a very uneven track of pom, 
abounding with ſwamps ; here turn in their fat 
cattle, or ſuch as they intend to ſtall- feed, for their 
winter's proviſions. It is on the ſhores of this part of 
the illand, near Pochick Rip, where they catch their 
beſt fiſh, ſuch as ſea baſs, tew-tag, or black fiſh, cod, 
ſmelt, perch, ſhadine, pike, &c. They have ereQed 
a few hſhing houſes on this ſhore; as well as at San- 
kate's Head, and Suffakatche- Beach, where the fiſh- 
ermen dwell in the fiſhing ſeaſon. Many red cedar 
buſhes and beach = row on the peninfula of Coi- 
tou ; the' ſoil is lig © ave] fan and ferves as a recep- 
tacle for rabbits. It is here that their ſheep find ſhet- 
ter in the ſnow- ſtorms of the winter. At the north. - 
end of Nantucket, there is a long point of land, pro- 


jecting far into the ſea, called Sandy Point; nothing 


grows on it but plain graſs ; and this is the place from 
whence they Is cntch porpoiſes and ſharks, by a 
very ingenious method. On this point they common= 
Iy drive their horſes in the ſpring of the year, in or- 
der to feed on the graſs it bears, which is uſeleſs. 
when arrived at maturity. Between that point and 
the main ſtand, they have a valuable ſalt meadow, 
called Croſkaty, with a pond of the ſame name fa- 
mous for black ducks. Hence we muſt return to 
Squam, which abounds in clover and herds grafs, 
thoſe, who poſſeſs it follow no maritime occupation, 
and therefore neo nothing that can render it fertile- 
and profitable, The reft of the undeſcribed part of 
the iſland is open, and ſerves as a common paſture for 
their ſheep. To the weft of the iſland is that of 
Tackanuck, where, in the ſpring, theit young cattle 
are driven to feed; it has a few oak buthes and two 
freſh water ponds, abounding with teals, brandts, and 
many other ſea fowls, brought to this iſland by the 
ptoxunity of their ſand-banks and ſhallows ; - where 
| 9 ; thouſands 
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thouſands are ſeen feeding at low water. Here they 
have neither wolves nor foxes ; thoſe inhabitants there- 
fore who live out of town, raiſe with all ſecurity as 
much poultry as they want; their turkeys are very 
large and excellent. In ſummer this chmate is ex- 
tremely pleaſant ; they are not expoſed to the ſcorch- 
ing ſun of the continent, the heats being tempered by 
{the ſea breezes, with which they are perpetually re- 
freſhed. In the winter, however, they pay ſeverely 
for thoſe advantages; it is extremely cold; the north- 
weſt wind, the tyrant of this country, after having 
eſcaped from our mountains and foreſts, free from aſi 
impediment in its ſhort paſſage, blows with redoubled 
force, and renders this iſland bleak and uncomforta- 
ble. On the other hand, the goodneſs of their houſes, 
the ſocial hoſpitality of their fire-fides, and their good. 
cheer, make them ample amends for the ſeverity of. 
the ſeaſon ; nor are the ſnows ſo deep as on the main. 
The neceſſary and unavoidable inactivity of that ſea- 
ſon, combined with the vegetative reſt of nature, 
force mankind to ſuſpend their toils: often at this 
ſeaſon more than half the inhabitants of the iſland are 
at ſea, fiſhing in milder latitudes. i 
his iſland, as has been already hinted, appears to 
be the ſummit of ſome huge ſandy mountain, afford- 
ing ſome acres of dry land for the habitation of man; 
other ſubmarine ones lie to the ſouthward of this, at 
different depths and different diſtances. This danger- 
ous region is well known to the mariners by the name of 
Nantucket Shoals: theſe are the bulwarks which ſo 
powerfully defend this iſland from the impulſe of the 
mighty ocean, and repel the force of its waves; 
which, but for theſe accumulated barriers, would, ere 
now, have diſſolved its foundations, and torn it in 
ieces. Theſe are the banks which afforded to the 
firſt inhabitants of Nantucket their daily ſubſiſtence, 
as jt was from theſe ſhoals that they drew the origin 
of that wealth which they now poſſeſs; and was the 
ſchool. where they firſt learned how to venture farther, 
as the fiſh. of their coaſt receded. The ſhores of this 
ard abound with the ſoft-ſhelled, the bender 
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and the great ſea clams, a moſt' nutricious ſhell-fiſh, 
Their ſands, their ſhallows are covered with them; 
they * ſo faſt, that they are a never- failing re- 
ſource. eſe and the great variety of. fiſh they 
catch, conſtitute the . food of the inhabitants. 
It was likewiſe that of the Aborigines, whom the firſt 
ſettlers found here; the poſterity of whom ſtill live to- 
gether in decent houſes wot lhe ſhores of Miacomet 
pond, on the ſouth. ſide of the iſland. They ard an 
induſtrious, harmleſs. race, as expert and as fond of a 
ſeafaring life as their fellow inhabitants the-- whites; 
Long before their arrival they had been engaged inpetty 
wars againſt one another; the latter brought them peace, 
for it was in queſt of peace that they abandoned the 
main. This iſland was then fuppoſed to be under the 
— of New-York, as well as the iſlands of the 
ineyard, Elizabeth's, &c. but have been ſince ad- 
judged to be a part of the province of Maſſachuſets- 
Bay. This change of juriſdiction procured them that 
— they wanted, and which their brethren had fo, 
long refuſed them in the days of their religious fren- 
y: thus have enthuſiaſm and perſecution both in Eu · 
rope as well as here, been the cauſe of the moſt; ar- 
duous undertakings; and the means of thoſe. rapid ſet- 
tlements which haye been made along theſe extended 
ſea-ſhores. This iſland, having been ſince incorporat- 
ed with the neighbouring province, is become one of 
its counties, known by the name of Nantucket, as well 
as the iſland of the Vineyard, by that of Duke's Coun- 
ty. They enjoy here the ſame municipal eſtabliſhment 
in common with the reſt ; and therefore every, requi- 
ſite officer, ſuch as ſheriff, juſtice of the peace, ſuper- 
viſors, aſſeſſors, conſtables, overſeer of the poor, &c. 
Their taxes are proportioned to thoſe of the metropo- 


lis, they are levied as with us by valuations, agreed on 


and fixed, according to the laws of the province and 
by aſſeſſments formed by the aſſeſſors, who are yearly 
choſen y the people, and whoſe office obliges them. 
to take either an oath or an affirmation. Two thirds 
of the magiſtrates they have here are of the ſociety 
of Friends. 71 11 ; 
„ | Before 
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Before I enter into the further detail of this prope 
government, induſtry, mode of living, &c, I thi 

it neceſſary to give you a ſhort ſketch of the political 
ſtate the natives had been in, a few years preceding 
the arrival of the whites among them. They are 
haſtening towards a total annihilation, and this may 
be perhaps the laſt complinient that will ever be _— 
them by any traveller. They were not extirpated by 
fraud, violence, or injuſtice, as hath been the caſe in 
ſo many provinces; on the contrary, they have been 
treated by theſe as brethren ; the peculiar ge- 
nius of their ſect inſpiring them with the ſame __ of 
moderation which was exhibited at Pennſylvania, 
Before the arrival of the Europeans, they lived on the 
fiſh of their ſhores; and it was from the ſame re- 
ſources the firſt ſettlers were compelled to draw their 
firſt ſubſiſtence. Jt is uncertain whether the original. 
right of the Earl of Sterling, or that of the Duks of 
York, was founded on a fair purchaſe of the ſoil or 
not; whatever injuſtice might have been committed 
in that reſpect, cannot be cha to the account of 
thoſe Friends who purchaſed from others, who no 
doubt founded their right on Indian grants: and if 
their numbers are now ſo decreaſed, it muſt not be 
attributed either to tyranny or violence, but to ſome 
of thoſe cauſes which have uninterruptedly produced 
the ſame effects from one end of the continent to the 
other, wherever both nations have been mixed. This 
— ſpot, like the ſea-ſhores of the great pe- 
ninſula, was filled with theſe people; the great plen- 
ty of clams, oyſters, and other fiſh, on which they 
hved, and which they 2 had prodigiouſly 
mcreaſed their numbers. Hiſtory does not inform us 
what particular nation the Aborigines of Nantucket 
were of; it is however very probable that they an- 
tiently emigrated from the oppoſite coaſt, perhaps 
from the Hyannees, which is but twenty-ſeven miles 
diſtant. As they then ſpoke, and ſtill ſpeak the Nat- 
tick, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they muſt have 
had ſome affinity with that nation; or elſe that the. 
Nattick, like the Huron, in the north-weſtern parts - 
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this continent, muſt have been the moſt 2 
in this region. Mr. Elliot, an eminent New-England 
. divine, and one of the firſt founders of that great co- 
lony, tranſlated the Bible into this language, in the 
ear 1666, which was printed ſoon after at Cam- 
ridge, near Boſton ; he tranſlated alſo the catechifan, 
and many other uſeful books, which are ſtill very 
common on this iſland, and are daily made uſe of by 
thoſe Indians who are taught to read. The young 
Europeans learn it with the ſame facility as their own 
tongues; and ever after ſpeak it with eaſe and fluen- 


cy. Whether the preſent Indians are the deſcendants 


of the antient natives of the iſland, or whether _ 
are the remains of the many different nations which 
once inhabited the regions of Marſhpe and Nobſcuſſet, 
in the peninſula now known by the name of Cape 


Cod ; no one can poſitively tell, not even themſelves. 


The laſt opinion ſeems to be that of the moſt ſenſible 
people of the iſſand. So prevailing is the diſpoſition 
of man to quarrel, and to ſhed blood; ſo prone is he 

to diviſions and parties; that even the antient natives 
of this little ſpot, were ſeparated into two. communi- 


ties, inveterately waging war againſt each other, like 


the more powerful tribes of the continent. What do 
"you imagine was the cauſe of this national quarrel ? 
All the coaſt of their iſland equally abounded with 
the ſame quantity of fiſh and — in that inſtance 
there could be no jealouſy, no motives to anger; the 
country afforded them no game; one would think this 
ought to have been the country of harmony and peace. 
But behold the ſingular deſtiny of the human kind, e- 
ver inferior, in many inſtances, to the more certain 
inſtinct of animals; among which the individuals of 
the ſame ſpecies are always friends, though reared in 
different climates: they underſtand the ſame language, 
they ſhed not each other's blood, they eat not each 
other's fleſh. That part of theſe rude people who 


lived on the eaſtern ſhores of the iſland, had from 


time immemorial, tried to deſtroy thoſt who lived on 
the welt; thoſe latter, inſpired with the fame evil ge- 
nius, had not been behind hand in retaliating: thus 

Was. 
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| was a perpetual war ſubſiſting between theſe people, 
| founded on no other reaſon, but the advenntipus 
place of their nativity and refidence. In proceſs of 
1 time both parties became ſo thin and depopulated, 
that the few that remained, fearing leſt their race 
ſhould become totally extin&, fortunately OE of 
an expedient which prevented their entire annibilation. 
N Some years before the Europeans came, they mutu- 
1 o _ to ſettle a partition line which ſhould di- 
vide the iſland from north to ſouth ; the people of the 
| weſt agreed not to kill thoſe of the eaſt, except they 
__ =o were found tranſgreſſing over the weſtern part of the 
ij _ - hne; thoſe of the laſt entered into a reciprocal agreement. 
By theſe ſimple means peace was eſtabliſned among 
| them, and this is the only record which feems to en- 
- title them to the denomination of men. This happy 
ſettlement put a ſtop to their fanguinary depradations, 
none fell afterward but a few raſh imprudent indivi- 
duals; on the contrary, they multiplied greatly. But 
another misfortune awaited thèm; when the Europe-- 
ans came they caught the ſmall pox, and their impro- 
= treatment of that diſorder ſwept away great num- 
rs: this calamity was ſucceeded by the uſe of rum; 
and theſe are the two principal cauſes which ſo much 
diminiſhed their numbers, not only here but all over 
the continent. In ſome places whole nations have 
diſappeared, Some years ago three Indian canoes, 
on their return to Detroit from the falls of - Niagara, 
— got the ſmall pox from the Europeans with 
whom they had traded. It broke out near the long 
point on lake Erie, there they all periſhed ; their ca- 
a noes, and their goods, were afterwards found by ſome 
\ - travellers journeying the ſame way; their dogs were 
1 fill alive. Beſides the ſmall pox, and the uſe of 
| ſpirituous liquors, the two rouge curſes they have 
received from us, there is a tort of phyſical antipathy, 
which is equally powerful from the one end of the 
continent to the other. Wherever they happen to be 
mixed, or even live in the neighbourhood with the 
Europeans, they become expoſed to a variety of acci- - 


dents. 
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dents and misfortunes ta which they always fall vic- 
tims: ſuch are particular fevers, to which they were 

ſtrangers before, and ſinking into a fingular fort of 
indolence and floth, This has been invariably the 
caſe wherever the ſame aſſociation has taken place; 
as at Nattick, Maſhpe, Soccanoket in the bounds of 
Falmouth, Nobſcuſſet, Houratonick, Monhauſet, and 
the Vineyard. Even the Mohawks themſelves, . who 
were once ſo populous, and ſuch renowned war- 
riors, are now reduced to leſs than 200 ſince the Eu- 
ropean ſettlements have circumſcribed the territories 
which their anceſtors had reſerved. Three years be- 
fore the arrival of the Europeans at Cape Cod, a 
frightful diſtemper had ſwept away. a great many 
along its coaſts, which made the landing, and intru- 
ſion of our forefathers much eaſier than it otherwiſe 
might have been. In the year 1763, above half of 
the Indians of this iſland periſhed by a ſtrange fever, 
which the Europeans who nurſed them never caught; 
they appear to be a race doomed to recede and diſap- 

ar before the ſuperior genius of the Europeans, 

he only antient cuſtom of theſe people that is re- 
membered, is, that in their mutual exchanges, forty 
ſun-dried clams, ſtrung on a firing, paſſed for the va- 
lue of what might be called a copper. They were 
ſtrangers to the uſe and value of wampum, fo well 
known to thoſe of the main, The few families 
now remaining, are meek and harmleſs; their antient 
ferocity is gone: they were early chriſtianized by the 
New-England miſſionaries, as well as thoſe of, the 
Vineyard, and of ſeveral other parts of tne Maſſachuſets; 
and to this day they remain ſtrict obſervers of the 
laws and cuſtoms of- that religion, being carefully 
taught while young. Their ſedentary lite has led 
them to this degree of civilizatioa much more effectu- 
ally, than if they had (till remained hunters. They 
are fond of the ſea, and expert mariners. They have 
learned from the Quakers the art of catching both the 
cod and the whale, in conſequence of which, five. 
of them always make part of the complement of men. 
requiſite to fit out a Whale-boat. Many have * 
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ed hither from the Vineyard, on which account they 
— more numerous on Nantucket, than any where 
elſe. 
It is ſtrange what revolution has happened among 
them in Jeſs than two hundred years! What is be- 
come of thoſe numerous tribes which formerly inha- 
dited the extenſive ſhores of the great bay of Maſſa- 
chuſets? Even from Numkeag (Salem), Saugus 
(Lynn), Shawmut (Boſton), Pataxet, Napouſet (Mil- 
ton), Matapan (Dorcheſter), Wineſimet (Chelſea), 
Poiaſſet, Pakinoket {New Plymouth), Suecanoffet 
(Falmouth), Titicut (Chatham), Nobſcuſſet (Tar- 
mouth), Nauſſit (Eartham), Hyanneès ( — 
&c. and many others who lived on ſea- ſhores of above 
three hundred miles in length; without mentioning 
thoſe powerſul tribes which once dwelt between the 
rivers Hudſon, Connecticut, Piſkitaqui. and Kenne- 
beck, the Mehikaudret, Mohiguine, Pequods, Nar- 
raganſets, Nianticks, Maſſachuſets, Wamponougs, Nip- 
nets, Tarranteens, &c.— They are gone, and every 
memorial of them is loſt; no veſtages whatever are 
left of thoſe ſwarms which once inhabited this country, 
and repleniſhed both ſides of the great peninſula of 
Cape Cod : not even one of the poſterity of the fa- 
mous Maſconomeo is left (the ſachem of Cape Ann) ; 
not one of the deſcendents of Maſſaſoit, father of Me- 
tacomet ( Pills), and Wamſutta Alexander), he who 
firſt conveyed ſome lands to the Plymouth Company. 
They have all diſappeared either in the wars which 
the Europeans carried on againſt them, or elſe they 
have mouldered away, gathered in ſome of their an- 
cient towns, in contempt and oblivion: nothing re- 
mains of them all, but one extraordinary monument, 
and even this they owe to the induſtry and religious 
zeal of the Europeans, I mean the Bible tranſlated in- 
to the Nattick tongue. Many of theſe tribes giving 
way to the ſuperior power of the whites, retired to 
their ancient villages, collecting the ſcattered remains 
of nations once populous ; and in their grant of Jands 
reſerved to themſelves and -poſterity certain portions, 


which lay contiguous to them, There forgetting their 
ancient 
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antient manners, they dwelt in peace; in a few years their 


territories were ſurrounded by the improvements of 
the Europeans; in conſequence of which they grew 
lazy, inactive, unwilling, and unapt to imitate, or to 
follow any of our trades, and in a few generations, 
either totally periſhed or elſe came over to the Vine- 
ard, or to this iſland, to re-unite. themſelves with 
uch ſocieties of their countrymen as would receive 
them. Such has been the fate of many nations, once 
warlike and independent; what we ſee now on the 
main, or on thoſe iſlands, may be juſtly conſidered as 
the only remains of thoſe ancient tribes. Might I be 
permitted to pay perhaps a very uſeleſs compliment 
to thoſe at leaſt who inhabited the great peninſula of 
Namſet, now Cape Cod, with whoſe names and an- 
cient ſituation I am well acquainted. This peninſula 
was divided into two great regions; that on the fide 
of the bay was known by the name of Nobſcuſſet, 
from one of its towns; the capital was called Nau- 
fit (now Eaftham); hence the Indians of that re- 
gion were called Nauſit Indians, though they dwelt 
in the villages of Pamet, Noſſet, Paſhèe, Potomaket, 

Soktoowoket, Nobſcuſſet {Tarmouth). | 
The region on the Atlantic fide was called Maſh- 
phe, and contained the tribes of Hyannees, Coſtowet, 
aquoit, Scootin, Saconaſſet, Maſhpee, and Nam- 
ſet. Several of theſe Indian towns have been ſince 
converted into flouriſhing European ſettlements, known 
by different names ; for as the natives were excellent 
judges of land, which they had fertilized beſides with 
the ſhells of their fiſh, &c. the latter could not make 
a better choice ; though in general this great penin- 
ſula is but a ſandy pine track, a few good ſpots ex- 
cepted. It is divided into ſeven townſhips, viz. Barn- 
ſtable, Yarmouth, Harwich, Chatham, Eaſtham, Pa- 
met, Namſet, or Province town, at the extremity of 
the Cape. Yet theſe are very populous, though I am 
at a loſs te conceive on what the inhabitants live, 
befides clams, oyſters, and fiſh ; their piny lands be- 
ing the moſt ungrateful ſoil in the world. The mi- 
ar of Namſet or Province Town, receives Tom 
tae 
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the government of Maſſachuſet a ſalary of fiſty pounds 
per annum; and ſuch is the poverty of the inhabi- 
tants of that place, that, unable to pay him any mo- 
ney, each maſter of a family is obliged to allow him 
two hundred horſe feet (ſea ſpin) with which this 
g 1 prieſt fertilizes the land of his glebe, which 
e tills himſelf: for nothing will grow on theſe hun- 
gry ſoils without the aſſiſtance of this extraordinary 
manure, fourteen buſhels of Indian corn being look- 
ed upon as a good crop. But it is time to return 
from a digreſſion, which I hope you will pardon. 
Nantucket is a great nurſery of ſeamen, pilots, coaſ- 
ters, and bank-ftiſhermen ; as a country belonging to 
the province of Maſſachuſets, it has yearly the bene- 
fit of a court of Common Pleas, and their appeal hes 
to the ſupreme court at Boſton. I obſerved before, 
that the Friends compoſe two thirds of the magiſtracy 
of this iſland ; thus they are the proprietors of its ter- 
ritory, and the principal rulers of its inhabitants; 
but with all this apparatus of law, its coercive pow- 
ers are ſeldom wanted or required. Seldom is it that 
any individual is amerced or puniſhed ; their jail con- 
veys no terror; no man has loſt his life here judici- 
ally ſince the foundation of this town, which is u 
wards of an hundred years. Solemn tribunals, pu 
lic executions, humiliating puniſhments, are altogether 
unknown. TI faw neither governors, nor any pagean- 
try of ſtate ; neither oſtentatious magiſtrates, nor any 
individuals cloathed with uſeleſs dignity : no artificial 
phantom ſubſiſt here either civil or religious; no 
gibbets loaded with guilty citizens offer themſelves to 
your view; no ſoldiers are appointed to bayonet their 
compatriots into ſervile compliance. oor how ts a ſo- 
ciety compoſed of 5000 individuals*preſerved in the 
bonds of peace and tranquillity? How are the weak 
protected from the ſtrong ?—I will tell you. Idlenefs 
and poverty, the cauſes of ſo many crimes, are un- 
known here; each ſeeks in the proſecution of his 


lawful buſineſs that honeſt gain which ſupports them; 


2 every period of their time 1s full, either on-ſhore or 


pe 
at ſea. A probable expectation of reaſonable profits, 


or 
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or of kindly aſſiſtance, if they fail of ſucceſs, rendery' 
them ſtrangers: to licemions expedients, The ſinipli- 
city of their manners ſhortens the catalogue of their 
wants; the law at « diſtance is ever ready to exert it- 
ſelf in the protection of thofe who ſtand in need of 
its aſſiſtance. The greateſt part of them are always 
at ſea, purſuing the whale, or raifing the cod from 
the ſurface of the banks: ſome cultivate their little 
farms witk the utmoſt diligence; ſome are employed 
in exercifing various trades; others again in providing” 
every neceſſary: reſource in order to refit their veſſels, 
or repair what misfortunes may happen, looking out” 
for future markets, & c. Such is the rotation of thoſe: 
different ſcenes of buſineſs. which fill the meaſure of 
their days; of that part of their lives at leaſt which is 
enlivened-by health, ſpirits, and. vigour. It is but 
ſeldom - that vice grows on a. barren' ſand like this, 
which produces nothing without extreme labour. How” 
could the common follies of ſociety take root in fo 
deſpicable a ſoil; they generally thrive on its exube- 
rant juices; here there are none but thoſe which ad- 
miniſter to the uſeful, to the neceſſary, and to the in- 
diſpenſable comforts of life. This land muſt neceſſa- 
rily either 1 health, temperance, and a great 
equality of conditions, or the moſt abje&t miſery. 
Could the manners of luxurious countries be impor- 
ted here, like an epidemical diſorder they would de- 
ſtroy -every thing; the majority of them could not 
exif a month, they would be obliged to emigrate, 
As in all ſocieties except that of the natives, ſome dif- 
ference mult neceſſarily exiſt between individual and 
individual, for there muſt be ſome more exalted than 
the reſt either their riches or their talents; fo in 
this, there are you might call the high, the mid- 
dling, and the low; and this difference will always be 
more remarkable among people who live by ſea ex- 
curſions than among thoſe who live by the cultivation 
of their land. The firſt run greater hazard, and ad- 
venture more: the profits and the misfortunes attend- 
ing this mode of life muſt neceſſarily introduce a 
greater diſparity than among the latter, where the e- 
F qual 
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qual diviſions of the land offer no ſhort road to ſupe- 
rior riches. The only difference that may ariſe among 
them is that of induſtry, and perhaps of ſuperior good- 


- neſs of ſoil: the gradations I obſerved here, are found- 


ed on nothing more than the good or i} ſucceſs of 
their maritime enterprizes, and do not proceed from 
education; that is the ſame throughout every claſs; 
ſimple, uſeful, and unadorned, like their dreſs and 
their houſes. This neceſſary difference in their for- 
tunes does not however cauſe thoſe heart burnings, 
which in other ſocieties generate crimes. 'The 2 | 
which ſurrounds them is equally open to all, and pre- 
ſents to all an equal title to the chance of good for- 
tune. A collector from Boſton is the only king's offi- 


cer who appears on theſe ſhores to receive the trifling 
duties which this community owe to thoſe who protect 
them, and under the ſhadow of whoſe wings they na- 


vigate to all parts of the world. 
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CUSTOMARY EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
or THE INHABITANTS OF NANTUCKET. 


% 


[ HE eaſieſt way of becoming acquainted. with 
the modes of thinking, the rules of conduct, and the 
evailing manners of any people, is to examine what 


ort of education they give their children; how the 
treat them at home, and what they are taught in their 


places of public worſhip. At home their tender minds 
muſt be early ſtruck with the gravity. the ſerious 5 


though chearful deportment of their parents; they 
are inured to a principle of ſubordination, ariſing nei- 


ther from ſudden paſſions nor inconſiderate pleaſure; 


they are gently held by an uniform ſilk cord, which 
unites ſoftneſs and ſtrength. A perfect equanimity 


33 in moſt of their families, and bad example 


ardly ever ſows in their hearts the ſeeds of future and 
Fmilar faults They are corrected with tenderneſs, 


nurſed with the moſt affeQiqnate care, clad with that 


decent plainneſs, from which they obſerve their pa- 


rents never to depart: in ſhort, by the force of ex- 
ample, which is ſuperior even to the ſtrongeſt inſtinèt 

of nature, more than by precepts, they learn to follow 
the ſteps of their parents, to deſpiſe oftentatiouſneſs as 
as being ſinful. They acquire a taſte for that neat- - 


neſs for whichetheir fathers are ſo conſpicuous; they 


learn to be prudent and faving ; the very tone of voice 
with which they are always addreſſed, eſtabliſhes in 


them that ſoftneſs of diction, which ever after becomes 
habitual. Frugal, ſober, orderly parents, attached to 


their buſineſs, conſtantly following ſome uſeful occu- 
pation, never guilty of riot, diſſipation, or other irre- 


ä cannot fail of training up children to the 
ame uniformity of life 2 manners. If they are = 
2 WI 
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with fortunes, they are tayght how to fave them, and 
how to enjoy them with moderation and decency ;. if 
they have none, they know how to venture, how to 

work and toil as their fathers have done before them. 

If they fail of faccels, there are-alwaps on this iſland 


— chere ever this ſociety - prevails) eſtabliſhed re- 
durces, founded on the moſt benevolent principles. 


At their m _ are taught the few, the ſimple 
tenets. of their tenets as fit to render men ſober, 
— Juſt. and merciful, as thoſe ex = ; 
the weſt churches and <athedrals.: 


are inſtructed in the moſt eſſential duties of Chriſti 
ſo as nat to offend the Divinity by the commiſſon of © 
eyil deeds; to dread his avrath and the puniſhments |. 
he has denounced ; they are taught at the ſame, 15 
10 have a E confidence in bis mercy while t | 
2 juſtice. As every ſect, from their d 
ferent — of worſhip, and | their different int 
tations of ſame parts of the,Scriptures, neceſſagly, 
various opinions ang. prejudices, which — 2 | 
thing in forming thejr,chargReriſtigs in ſociety ; ſa thoſe. 
of the Friends are well knon: Obedience to the laws, | 
even to. 8 juſtice, gcod-will to all, bene- ö 
volence at home fobeiety, meckyeſs, neatneſs, love 
of order, fondneſs an tite n They 
an as. remarkable — r thoſe virtułs as at Phi 
. which is their American cradle, and the deal 
ſociety. At ſchool they learn to read. meh: | 


— a gaod ons, wa pp axe twelve 


the tres 2 5 %y apa 4 — to 
trade, whic 2 tial branch of b nerd 


| ford vgs * rar they are ſent to ſea, where, 
ir leiſuxe haum their companions teach. them 4 
naxigation, which hay. have an opportuni : 
ax fs on.the ſpot. They learn the great and vleſul 
art of working a ſhip in all the different ſituations which 
the e wind. Beten uire.z and ſurely here gan- 
— 2 a * 22 nde * kind in the 
war en they go gradually thr every ſtation 
of nawers, ſteerſmen, and n thus they learn/- | 
to attack, to lune, to * to cut, "_— (£8 


| 
| 


fronpeſt fiſh that nature has created. TRY 


> ©. N 
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their huge and after havi ed feve- 


Tal ch Tori, and perfeaed themſelves in this duſi- 
br = ate fit ee pager or the 


was launched,” and the 
r It ma 
qutk of ter mie, mpg 
taining fix diminutive beings, Fond dure tb 
and wo attack; in its native element, the la 


of an admisable dexterity, 8 
ene in which het pools nad 


n e 
* her firſt movement, and by many o- 


uſeful obſervations ; they ſeldom fall to harpoon 
und to bring the huge leviathan on the ſhores, 


— 

it, 

Thus they went om until the profits-they mate, ena 
F 3 bled 


{ome hazard, I Was there when 
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bled them- to, purchaſe larger veſſels, and to purſue 


thew farther, when the whales quitted their coaſts; -_ 
_ thoſe who failed in their enterprizes, returned to the 


cod fiſheries, which had been their firſt ſchool, and 
their firſt reſource ; they even began to viſit the banks 
of Cape Breton, the iſle of Sable, and all the other 
baus Places, with which this coaſt of America a- 
bounds. By degrees they went a whaling to New- 
ſaundland, to the Gulpb of St. Laurence, to the Straits 
of Belleifle, the coaſt of Labrador, Davis's Straits, 
even to Cape Deſolation, in 50 of latitude ; where 
the Danes carry on ſome fiſheries in ſpite of the per- 


petual ſeverities of that inhoſpitable climate. In pro- 


eb of time they viſited the weſtern iſlands, the latitude 
8 34% famous for that fiſh, the Brazils, the coaſt of 


Guinea. Would you believe that they have already 


one to the Falkland iſlands, and that I have heard 
veral of them talk of going to the South Sea! Their 


confidence is fo great, and their knowledge of this 


ranch of buſineſs ſo ſuperior to that of any other 
people, that they have acquired a monopoly of this 
commodity, Such were their feeble beginnings, ſuch 
the infancy and the progreſs of their maritime ſchemes ; 
ſuch is now the degree of boldneſs and activity to 
which they are arrived in their manhood. After their 
examples ſeveral companies have been formed in many 
of our capitals,. where every neceſſary article of pro- 
viſions, implements, and timber, are to be found. 
But the induſtry exerted by the people of Nantucket, 


th bitherto enabled them to rival all their competi- 
tors; conſequently this is the greateſt mart far oil, 


„ 


opens and ſpermaceti, on the continent. It does not 
ollow however that they are always. ſucceſsful, this 
would be an extraordinary field indeed, where the 
crops ſhould never fail; many voyages do not pay 
the .qriginal coſt of fitting out: they bear fuch miſ- 
fortunes like true merchants, and as they never ven- 
ture their all like gameſters, they try their fortunes 
again z the latter hope to win by chance alone, 
the former by induſtry, well judged — and 


- © miſſed 


[ 
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| miſſed one of his veſſels; ſhe had been given over 


for loſt by every body, but happily arrived before I 
came away, after an abſence of thirteen months. She 
had met with a variety of diſappointments on the ſta- 
tion ſhe. was ordered to, and-rather than return empty, 


the people ſteered for the coaſt of Guinea, where they 
fortunately fell in with ſeveral whales, and brought 


home - upwards of 600 barrels 'of oil, beſide bone. 
Thoſe returns are ſometimes diſpoſed of in the towns 
of the continent, where they are exchanged for ſuch 


commodities as are wanted; but they are moſt com- 


monly ſent to England, where they always fell for 


caſh, When this is intended, a veſſel larger than the 


reſt is fitted out to be filled with oil on the ſpot where 


It is found and made, and thence ſhe fails immediately 


for London. This expedient faves time, freight and 
expence ; and from that capital they bring back what- 
ever they want. They employ ſeveral veſſels in 
tranſporting lumber to the Weſt Indian Iſlands, from 
whence they procure in return the various productions 
of the country, which they afterwards exchange where- 
ever they can hear of an advantageous market. Be- 
ing extremely acute, they well know how to improve 
all the advantages which the combination of fo many 
branches of bufineſs conſtantly affords ; the ſpirit of 
commerce, which is the fimple art of a reciprocal ſup- 
ply of wants, is well underſtood here by every body. 

hey poſſeſs, like the generality of the Americans, a 


large ſhare of native penetration, activity, and good 


ſenſe, which lead them to a variety of other ſeconda- 
ry ſchemes too tedious to mention: they are well ac- 
quainted with the cheapeft method of procuring luur- 
ber from Kennebeck river, Penobſcot, &c. - pitch and 
tar, from North Carolina; flour and biſcuit, from 


Philadelphia; beef and pork, from Connecticut. They 


know how to exchange. their cod-fiſh and Weſt-Indian 
produce, for thoſe articles which they are continually 
either bringing to their iſland, or ſending off to other 
places where they are wanted. By means of all theſe 
commercial negociations, they have greatly cheapened 
the fitting out of their whaling fleets, and therefore 

F4 much 
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much improved their fiſheries They are indebted 
for all thee advantages not only to their vatianal ge- 


nius but io the poverty of their {gil and 2 


of what I have ſo often advanced, lock at the 
yard (their neighbouring iſland) which is inhabited by 
* E as keen and as ſagacious — 
Their ſoil being is geberal extremely fertile, the 
have fewer navigators z Waugh they ars equally well 
ſituated for the bufinels, As in my way back 
to Falmouth on the main, I ziſited this iter wand, 
ee eat give you as canciſely as I can, a thort 
true pre” yori of it; — ſo limited in the 
of 222 as to * to . 
anche. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND/OF MARTHhYX'S 
VINEYARD; AND OF THE WHALE-PISHERY.. 


1 HIS ifland is twenty miles in length, and from 
feven to eight miles in breadth; as you may ſee by 
the annexed map.“ It lies nine miles from the con- 
tinent, and with the Elizabeth Iſlands form one of 
the counties of Maſſachuſets Bay, known by We name 
of Duke's County. Theſe latter, which are fax in num- 
ber, are about nine miles diſtant. from the Vineyard, 
and arg all famous for excellent dairies- A good ferry 
is eſtabliſhed between Edgar Town, and Falmouth on 
the main, the diſtance being nine miles, Martha's 
Vineyard is divided into three townſhips; vis. Edgar 
Chilmark, and Tiſbury; the number of inhabirens is 
computed at about 4000, 300 of which are Indians. EC 


me 


is the beſt ſea port und the ſhire town, and as its 


il is light and ſandy, many of its inhabitants follow 
the example of the people 'of. Nantucket. The town 
of Chilmark has no good harbour, but the land is ex- 


cellent, and no way inferior to any on the continent= . 


it contains excellent paſtures, convenient ' brooks for 
mills, ſtone for feacing, &c. The town of Tiſbury is 
remarkable for the excellence of its timber, and has 


| a harbour where the water is deep enough for Tope 


wy F 5 

References to the Map of Martha's Vineyard, 
1 Starbuck Point. 
2. Beniah Norton's houſe, the colonel of the iland. 
3 The houſe of James Athearn, Efq.: | 
4 Dr. Mabew's houſe. oy 4 
- 5 Iron mine, the ore of which iz carried to the forges ut Taunton. 
6 Lagoon, famous for catching baſs under the ice. 
7 The beſt mowing grounds 
black graſs per acre. * 


8 Excellent planting ground,.. 5 L 
Amine of gocd.yire clay. 


in the illagd,, yieldiog fous tens of 
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of the line. The ſtock of the iſland is 20,000 ſheep, 
2000 neat cattle, beſides horſes and goats ; they have. 
alſo ſome deer, and abundance of ſea fowls, This 
has been from the beginning, and is to this day, 
the principal ſeminary of the Indians; they live on 
that part of the iſland which is called Chapoquidick, 
were very early chriſtianiſed by the reſpectable fa- 
nily of the Mahews, the firſt proprietors of it. The 
firſt ſettler of that name conveyed by will to a favou- 
rite daughter a certain part of it, on which there youu 
many wild vines; thence it was called Martha's Vine- 
yard, after her name, which in proceſs of time ex- 
tended to the whole iſland. The poſterity of the an- 
cient. Aborigines remain here to this. day, on lands 
which their forefathers reſerved for themſelves, and 
which are religiouſly kept from any incroacbments. 
The New England people are re ble for the ho- 
neſty with which they have fulfilled, all over that 
vince, thoſe ancient covenants which in many others 
haye been diſregarded, to the ſcandal of thoſe govern- 
ments. The Indians there appeared, by the Boden 
of their manners, their induſtry, and neatneſs, to be 
| wholly Europeans, and no wife inferior to many of 
the inhabitants. Like them tliey are ſober, laborious, 
x and religious, which are the principal charaQeriſtics 
' of the four New England provinces. 9 go, 
like the young men of the Vineyard, to Nantucket, 
and hire themſelves for whalemen or fiſhermen ; and 
indeed their ſkill and dexterity in all ſea affairs is no- 
thing inferior to that of the whites. The latter are | 
divided into two claſſes, the firſt oecupy the land, 
which oy till with admirable care and knowledge: 
the ſecond, who are poſſeſſed of none, apply them- 
| ſelves to the ſea, the general reſource of mankind in 
| this part of the world. This iſland therefore, like Nan- 
tucket, is become a great Nurſery which ſupplies with 
pilots and ſeamen the numerous coaſters with -which 
N this extended part of America abounds. Go where 
| au will from Nova Scotia to the Miſſiſippi, you wilt 
| almoſt every where ſome natives of theſe two 
illands employed in ſeafaring occupations, Their eli- 
of 4 mata 
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mate is ſo fa vourable to population, that iage is 
che object of every man's earlieſt wiſh; ,and it is a 
bleſſing ſo eaſil odtained ined, that great numbers are o- 
| bliged to quit their native land and go to ſome other 
countries in queſt of ſubſiſtence. The inhabitants are 
all Preſbyterians, which is the eſtabliſhed religion ot 
Maſſachuſets; and here let me remember with = 0 

tude the hoſpitable treatment I received from B. Nor- 
ton, Eſq; the colonel of the iſland, as well as from 
Dr. Mahew, the lineal deſcendant of the firſt proprie- 
tor. Here are to be found the moſt expert piſota ei- 
ther for the great bay, their ſound, Nantucket ſhoals, 
or the different ports in their neighbourhood. In ſtor 
my weather they are always at fea, looking out for 
veſſels, which they board with ſingular: dexterity, and 
hardly ever fail to bring fafe to their intended har- 
bour. Gay-Head, the wiftern: point of this iſland, 
abounds with a variety of ochres of different colours, 
with which the — na their houſes. 

The veſſels. moſt proper for whale fiſhing; are brig 

of about 150 tons burthen, particularly when they ar 
intended for diſtant latitudes ; they always man them 
with thirteen hands, in order that they may raw two 
whale-boats ; the crews-of which muſt neceſſarily conſiſt 
FF fix, four at the oars, one ſtanding on the bows with 
the harpoon, and the other at the helm, It is ale 
neceſſary that there ould be two of theſe boats, that 
if one ſhould be deſtroyed in attacking the whale, the 
other, which is never . at the ſame time, may 
be ready to ſave the hands. Five of the thirteen are 
always Indians; the laſt of the complement remains 

on board to ſteer the veſſel during the action. They 
have no wages; each draws a certain eſtabliſhed ſhare 
in partnerſhip with the proprietor of the veſſel ; by 
which œconomy they are all proportionably concerned 
in the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe,” and all equally alert 
and vigilant. None of theſe whale- men ever exceed . 
the age of forty: they look on thoſe who ate paſt 
that period not to be poſſeſſed of all that vigour and 
agility which ſo adventurous a buſineſs requires. In- 
eced if you. atrentively gonfider the ĩmmenſe difpro-. 
2 50 portion 
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if you thipk on the diminutive fine, and. weakneſs of. 
their frail uehicle; if you recolle& the treachery of 
the element on which this ſcene is tranſaQed ; the ſud- 
den and: unforeſeen accidents of winds,- &c. you will. 
| readily acknowledge, that it muſt require the maſt 
l conſummate exertion, of all. the ſtrength, agility, and 
i judgment, of which the bodies and the minds of men 


are capable, to undertake theſe adventurous encounters. 
As foon' avthey arrive in thoſe latitudes where they 
| to meet with whales, a man is ſent up to the 
maſt head; if he ſees one, he immediately cries out 
0 KWAITE PAWANA, bere it a ua; they all remain 
ſtill and ſilent until he repeats AWA A. a whele, when 
i in leſs than fix . 7 launched, — 
with every implement neceſſary for the attack. They 
4 row toward the whale wehenden velocity; and 
2s the Indians early become they fellow labourers in 
this new warfare, you can eaſily conceive, how the 
Natick expreſſions became familiar on board the 
-whale-beats. - Fonwer]y it often happened that whale 
veſſels were manned. with none but Indians and the 
maſter ; recolle& alſo that the Nantucket people un- 
derftand the Nattick, and that there are always five: | 
of "theſe people on board. There are various ways: 
of approaching the whale, according to their pecu- | 
lar fpecies ; and this — kikwviedge is of the ut- 
moſt conſequence. hen theſe boats are arrived at | 
a reaſonable diſtance, one of them reſts on its oars. 
and ſtands off, as a witneſs of the approaching engage- 
- ment; near the bows of the other the harpooner ſtands 
up; and on him principally depends the ſucceſs of the 
enterpriſe. He wears a jacket cloſely buttoned, and. 
round his head a handkerchief tightly bound: in his. 
hands he holds the dreadful: weapon, made of the beſt 
ſteel; marked ſometimes with the name of their town, 
and ſometimes with that of their veſſel; to the ſhaft 
of which the end of a cord of due ſtrength, coiled up 
witk the utmoſt care in the middle of the boat, is 
firmly tied; the other end is faſtened to the bottom of. 
the boat. Thus prepared they row in profound — 
3 |  WAaving: 
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leaving the whole conduct of the enterpriſe to the ha- 
pooner and to the ſteerſman, attentively following their 
directions. When the former judges himſelf to be 
near enough w the whale, that is, at the diſtance of 
about fifteen feet, he bids them top ; perhaps ſhe has 
2 calf, whoſe ſafety attracts all the attention of the 
dam, which is a favourable cixcumſtance ; 1 ſhe 
is of a dangerous ſpecies, aad it is ſafeſt to retire, 
though their ardour will ſeldom permit them; — f 
ſhe is aſleep, in that caſe he ballances high the bar- 
poon, trying in this important moment to collect all 
the energy of which he is capable. He launches it 
forth——the is ſtruck: from her firſt movement th 
judge of her temper, as well as of their future ſucc 
Sometimes in the immediate impulſe of rage, ſhe will 
attack the boat, and demoliſh it with one ſtroke of her 
tail; in an inſtant the frail vehicle diſappears, and the 
aſſailants are immerſed in the dreadful element. Were 
the whale armed with the jaws of the ſhark, and as 
voracious, they never would return home to amuſe 
their liſtening wives with the intereſting tale of the 
adventure: other times ſhe will dive and difap» 
pear from human fight + and every thing muſt then 
give way to her velocity; or elſe all is loſt. Some 
times. ſhe will ſwim. away as if untouched, and dran 
the cord with ſuch ſwiftneſs that it will ſet the edge 
of the boat on fire by the friction. If ſhy riſes before 
the has run out the whole length, the is looked upon 
as a ſure prey. The blood ſhe has loſt in her flight, 
weakens her ſo much, that if ſhe ſinks again, it. is; 
but for a ſhort time ; the boat follows her courſe with 
an almoſt equal She ſoon re-appears z tired at 
laſt with convulſing the element, which ſhe tinges. 
with her blood, ſhe dies, and floats on the + ſurface. 
At other times it may happen, that the is not danger- 
oufly wounded, though the carmes the — faſt 
in her body; when. ſhe will alternately dive and riſe, 
and ſwim on with unabated vigour. She then ſoon 
reaches beyond the length of the cord, and carries the 
boat along with amazing velocity ; this ſudden unpedi- 
ment ſometimes will retard her ſpeed, at other times it 
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ferves to rouſe her anger and to accelerate her 
rogreſs. The harpooner, with the axe in his hands, 
Rande ready, When he obſerves that the bows of the 
boat are greatly _ down by the diving whale, and 
that it begins to ſink deep and to take much water, he 
brings the axe almoſt in contact with the cord; he 
payſes, ſtill flattering himſelf that the will relax; but 
the moment grows 'critical, unavoidable danger ap- 
ches: ſometimes men more intent on gain, than 
on the prefervation'of their lives, ' will run great riſks ; 
and it is wonderful how far theſe people have carried 
their daring courage at this awful moment] But it is 
in vain to hope, their lives muſt be ſaved, the cord is 
cut, the boat riſes again. I after thus getting looſe, 
me re-appears, they will attack and wound her a ſe- 
cond time. She foon dies, and when dead ſhe is 
—_ along-ſide of their veſſel, where ſhe is faſ- 
tene A 2 . 5 F %%. 
- The next operation is to cut with axes and — 
every part of her body which yields oil; the kettles 
are ſet a boiling, they fill their barrels as faſt as it is 
made; but as this operation is much ſower than that 
of cutting up, they fill the hold of their ſhip with thoſe 
fragments, leſt a ftorm ſhould ariſe and oblige them 
to abandon their prize. It is aſtoniſhing what a quan- 
tity of oil ſome of theſe fiſh will yield, and what pro- 
fit it affords 16 thoſe who are fortunate enough to over- 
take them. The river St. Laurence whale, which is 
the only one I am well acquainted with, -is ſeventy- 
five feet long, ſixteen deep, twelve in the length of its 
bone, which eommonly weighs 3o0ooth. twenty in the 
breadth of their tails, and produces 180 barrels of 
oil: I once faw 16 boiled out of the tongue only. 
After having once vanquiſhed this leviathan, there are 
two enemies to be dreaded befide the wind; the firſt 


of which is the ſhark: that herce voracious fiſh, tg 


which nature has given ſuch dreadful offenſive wea- 
pons, often comes along- de, and in ſpite of the peo- 
ple's endeavours will ſhare. with them in their prey; 
at night particularly. "They are very miſchie vous, 
but the fecond engmy is. much. more — 
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* fſtible; it is the killer, ſometimes called the thraſher, 
a ſpecies of whales about thirty feet long! They are 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a degree of agility and fierceneſs, as 
often to attack the largeſt ſpermaceti whales, and not 
ſeldom to rob the fiſhermen of their prey ; nor is there 
uw means of defence againſt fo 22 an adverſary, 
When all their barrels are full, for every thing is done 
at ſea, or when their limited time is expired and their 
ſtores almoſt expended, they return home, freighted 
with their valuable cargo; unleſs they have put is 
on board a veſſel for the European market. Such 
are, as brieſly as I can relate them, the different 
branches of the economy practiſed by theſe bold na- 
vigators, and the method with which they go ſuch 
diſtances from their iſland, to catch this huge game. 
The following are the names and principal charac- 
teriſtics of the various ſpecies of whales known to 
theſe people. ; SL 
he river St. Laurence whale, juſt deſcribed. 
The diſko, or Greenland ditto. Fee EET 
The right whale, or ſeven feet bone, common on 
the coaſts of this country, about fixty feet long. 
The ſpermaceti whale, found all over the world, and 
of all ſizes; theAongeſt are fixty feet, and yield about 


' 100 barrels of oil. 


The hump-backs, on the coaſt of Newfoundland, 

from forty to ſeventy feet in length. - 

The fin-back, an American whale, never killed, 
as being too ſwift. | 

The ſulphur-bottom, river St. Laurence, ninety 
feet long; they are but ſeldom killed, as being ex- ' 
tremely ſwift, 


The grampus, thirty feet long, never killed on the 55 | 


ſame account. : | | 
The killer or thraſher, about thirty feet, they of- 
ten kill the other whales with which they are at per- 
tual war, — 19 8 
The black fiſh whale, twenty feet, yields from 8 
to 10 barrels, 1 | 
The porpoiſe, weighing about 160 lb. 
In 1769 they bued out 125, whalewen ; tbe firſt 
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50 that returned brought with them 11,000 barrels of 
oil, In 1770 they fitted out 135 veſſels for the ſiſhe- 

ries, at thirteen hands each; eft-Indiamen, twelve 

hands; 25 wood veſſels, 4 h z . 18 coafters, five 
hands; 15 London waders, eleven hands. All theſe 
amount to 2158 hands, employed in 197 veſſels. 
Trace their progreſſive ſteps between the poſſeſſion 
of a few whale „and that of ſuch a fleet! 
The moral conduct, prejudices, and cuſtoms of a 

| people who live two thirds of their time at fea, muſt 

naturally be very different from thoſe of their neigh- 

| { bours, who live by cultivating the earth. That long 

| abſtemiouſneſs to which the former are expoſed, the 


breathing of ſaline air, the frequent repetitions of 
danger, the boldneſs acquired in ſurmounting them, 
the very impulſe of the winds, to which they are ex- 
poſed ; all theſe, one would imagine muſt lead them 
when on ſhore, to no ſmall defire of inebriation, and. 
a more eager purſuit of thoſe pleaſures, of which they - 
have been ſo long deprived, and which they muſt 
won forego. There are many appetites that inay be 
gratified on ſhore, even- by the youen man, but 
which muſt remain unſatisfied at fea. Yet notwith- 
—1 the powerful effects of all theſe cauſes, I ob- 
ſerved here, at the turn of their fleets, no material 
irregularities; no tumultuous drinking aſſemblies: 
whereas in our continental towns, the thoughtleſs ſea- 
man indulges himſelf in the coarſeſt pleaſures; and. 
vainly thinking that a week of debauchery can com- 
penſate for months of abſtinence, fooliſhly. laviſhes in 
a few days of intoxication, the fruits of half a year's 
labour: On the contrary, all was peace here, and ® 
— deceney prevailed throughout; the reaſon L 
elieve is, that almoſt every body here is married, for 
they get wives very young; and the pleaſure of re- 
turning to their families abſorbs every other deſire. 
The motives that lead them to the ſea, are very. differ- 
ent from thoſe of moſt other ſea- ſaring men; it is nei- 
ther idleneſs nor profligacy that ſends them to that 
element; it is a ſettled plan of life, a well founded 
hope of earning à livelihovd ; it is becauſe their _ 0 
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bad) that they are early initiated to this profeſſion, . 
and were they to ſtay at home what could they do? 
The ſea therefore becomes to them a kind-of patrimn- 
ny; they go w whaling wich as much plea une amd 
tranquil indiſference, with as ſtrong an expeRation of 
ſnoceſs, as a landman undertakes to clear a piece of 
ſwamp. The firſt is pbliged to advance his time and 
labour, to procure oil on the [ſurface of the ſea; the 
ſecond advances the fame to procure himſelf tram 


. that produced nothing hefare but halocks and 


4 thoſe who do nat uſe the ſea, I obſer- 
ved the ' ſame calm appearance as among the inhabi- 
tants on the continent; here I found, without gloom, 
' & decorùm and reſerve, ſo natural to them, that 1 
thought myſelf in Philadelphia. At my landing I 
cordially received by. thole to whom I was; recom- 
mended, and treated with wnaffetted hoſpifality by 
ſuch others. with whom I became acquainted ; and 1 
gan tell you, that it is impoſſible for any traveller to 
dwell here one month without knowing the heads of 
the principal families. Wherever I went I found a 
ſimplicity of dition. and manners, rather more primi- 
tive and rigid than I expected; and I ſoon perceived, 


that it proceeded from their ſeeluded ſituation, which: 


has prevented them from mixing with others. It is 
therefore eaſy to conceive how they have retained every 
degree of peculiarity for which this ſect was formerly 
diſtinguiſhed. Never was a bee-hive more-faithfully 
employed in gathering wax, bet-bread, and honey, 
from all the neighbouring fields,” than are the members. 
of this ſociety; every one in the town follows ſome 
particular occupation with great diligence, but wath- 
out that ſervility of labour which I am informed 
vails in Europe. The mechanic ſeemed to be de 

ded from as good pazentage, was as well dreſſed and 
ſed, and held in as much eſtimation as thoſe who em- 
ployed him; they were once nearly related z theis 
different degrees of proſperity is what has cauſed the 
various ſhades of their community. But this acciden- 


tal difference has introduced, as yet, neither arrogance : 


nor pride on the one part, nor meanneſs and ſer vility 
| on 
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on the other. All their houſes are neat, convenient, 
and comfortable; ſome of them are filled with tub 
families, for when the huſbands are at ſea, the wives 
require leſs houſe-room, They all abound with the 
moſt ſubſtantial furniture, more valuable from its uſe- 
Ineſs than from any ornamental appearance. Where- 

r I went, I found good cheer, a welcome reception; 
and after the ſecond viſit I felt myſelf as much at my 
eaſe as if I bad been an old acquaintance of the fa- 
| mily. They had as great plenty of every thing as if 
their iſland had been part of the golden quarter of 
Virginia (a valuable tract of land on Cape Charles): 
T could hardly perfuade myſelf that I had qunted the 
adjacent continent, where every thing abounds, and 
that ] was on a barren ſand „ fertilized with 
whale oil only. As their rural improvements are but 
trifling, and only of the uſeful kind, and as the beft 
of them are at a confiderable diſtance from the town, 
I amuſed myſelf for ſeveral days in converſing with 
the moſt intelligent of the inhabitants of both ſexes, 
and making myſelf acquainted with the various bran- 
ches of their induſtry ; the different objeQs of their 
trade ; the nature of that ſagacity which, deprived 
as they are of every neceſſary material, e, &c, 
yet enables them to flouriſh, to live well, and ſome- 
times to make conſiderable fortunes. The whole is 
an enigma to be ſolved only by coming to the ſpot and 
obſerving the national genius which the original foun- 
ders brought with them, as well as their unwearied 
tience and perſeverance. They have all, from the 
igheſt to the loweſt, a ſingular keenneſs of judgment. 
unaſſiſted by any academical light; they all poſſeſs a 
large ſhare of good ſenſe, improved upon the-experi- 
ence of their fathers; and this is the ſareſt and beſt 
guide to lead us through the path of life, becauſe 
it approaches neareſt to the infallibility of inſtinct. 
Shining © talents and Univerſity knowledge, would 
be entirely uſeleſs here, nay, would 2 danger- 
ous; it would pervert their 14 judgment, it 
would lead them out of that u * which is ſo 
well adapted to their ſituation: it would make them 
; | | Ware 
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more adyenturous, more — , much Jeſs cau- 
tious, and therefore leſs L It is — 
hear ſome of them tracing a father's and their 
own, throygh the rent viciſſitudes of 2 and 
adverſe fortune. I have often, by their fire- ſides, tra- 
velled with them the whole length of their c, 
from their earlieſt ſteps, from their firſt commercial 
adventure, from the poſſeſſion. of a ſingle 

up to that of a dozen large veſſels! This does not 
imply, however, that every one who began with a 
whale-boat, has aſcended to a like pitch of fortune; 
by no means, the ſame caſualty, the ſame comhina- 
tion of good and evil which attends. human affairs in 
ny other part of the globe, prevails here ; great 
proſperity is not the lot of every man, but there are 


many and various gradations; if they all do not attain. 


. riches, they all attain an eaſy ſubſiſtence. After all 
is it not better to be poſſeſſed of a ſingle whale-boat, 


or a few ſheep paſtures; to live free and independent 


under the mildeſt governments, in à healthy climate, 
in a land of charity and benevolence; than to be 
wretched as ſo many are in Europe, poſſeſſing nothing 
but their induftry : toſſed from one rough wave to an- 
other ; engaged either in the moſt ſervile labours for the 
ſmalleſt pittance, or fettered with the links of the moſt 
irkſome dependence, even without the hopes of riſing ? 

The majority of thoſe inferior hands which are em- 
ployed in this fiſhery, many of the mechanics, ſuch as 
coopers, ſmiths, caulkers, carpenters, &c. who do not 
belong to the ſociety of Friends, are Presbyterians, 
and originally came from the main. Thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of the greateſt fortunes at 2 belong to 
the former; but they all began as ſimple whalemen : 


it is even looked upon as bonourable and neceſſary for 
the ſon of the wealthieſt man to ſerve an apprentice- 
ſhip to the ſame bold, adventurous buſineſs which has 
enriched his father ; they go ſeveral voyages, and theſe 
early excurſions never fail to harden their conſtitutions, 
and introduce them to the knowledge of their future 
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means of ſubſiſtence. 
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A 8 I obferved before, every man takes a wife as 
ſoon as he chuſes, and that is generally very early; no 
portion is required, none is expected; no marriage ar- 
ticles are drawn up among us, 2 lawyers, to 
puezic and lead pofterity to the bar, or to fatisfy the 
pride of the parties. We give nothing with our 
daughters; their education, their health, and the 
euſtomary out- ſet, are all that the fathers of numerous 
families can afford: as the wife's fortune conſiſts 
incipally in her ftiture _— modeſty, and ſkill- 
ful management; fo the huſband's is founded on his 
abilities to labour, on his health, and the knowledge 
of ſome trade or buſineſs. Their mutual endeavours, 
after a few years of conſtant application, ſeldom fail 
of ſucceſs, and of bringing them the means to rear and 
ſupport the new race which accompanies the nuptial 
bed. Thofe children born by the ſea- ſide hear the 
Tearing of its waves as ſoon as they are able to liſten ; 
it is the firſt noife with which they become acquainted, 
and by early plunging in it they acquire that boldneſs, 
that preſence of mind, and dexterity, which makes: 
them ever after ſuch expert ſeamen. They often bear 
their fathers recount the adventures pf their youth 


their combats with the whales; and theſe tecitals - 


imprint on their opening minds an early curioſity and 
taſte for the fame liſe. They often crots the ſea to go 
to the main and learn even in thoſe Hort voyages how 
10 2 themſelves for longer and more dangerous 
ones; are Therefore deſervedly confpicuous for 
their maritime knowledge and expenence, all over the 
continent. A man born here is diftinguſhable by his 
t from among an hundred other men, ſo remark- 
le are they for a pliability of ſine ws, and a Paglir 
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agility which attends. them even to old a I have- 
heard ſome perſons attribute this to the of the- 
whale oil, with which they are ſo copiouſly anointed: 
in the various operations it awſt undergo ere it is fit - 
either for the European market or the candle manufac» 


tary. ; ko 2 
But you may perhaps be ſolicitous to aſk, what 
becomes of that exuberancy of papulation which mut 
ariſe from ſs. much temperance, from healthineſ of 
climate, and from early marriage? Vou may juſtly 
conclude that their native iſland and town can contain 
but a limited number. Emigration is both natural and 
eaſy to a maritime people, and that is the very reaſon 
why they are always populous, problematitcal as it- 
may appear. They yearly go to different parts of this 
continent, conſtantly engaged in ſea affays; as out: 
internal riches increaſe, ſo does our external trade, 
which conſequently, requires more ſhips and more mem: 
ſometimes they have emigrated like bees, in regular 
and connected ſwarms. Some of the Friends-(by which 
word I always mean the people called Quakers) fond - 
oof a contemplative. life, yearly viſit the ſeveral 5 
gations which this ſociety has formed throughout che 
By os By _ — whe of corre ner 
is kept up among them all; they are generally gend 
2 . friendly cenſors, checking = — 
they find it predominating; preventing gelaxations-in- 
any parts of their ancient cuſtoms and worſhip. They. 
every where carry admonition and uſeful advice; ant 
by thus travelling they unavoidably gather the moſt 
neceſſary obſervations concerning the various ſituations 
of particular diſtzi@s, their ſoils, thein produce; their 
diſtance from navigable rivers, the price of the ſand; 
&c, In conſequence of informations of this kind; 
received at Nantucket in the year 1766, a conſiderable 
number of them purchaſed a large track of land in the 
county of Orange, in North Carolina, ſituated: on the 
ſeveral ſpring heads of Deep River, which is the 
weſtern branch of Cape Fear, or North Weſt River. 
The advantage of being able to convey themſelves by 
ſea, to within forty nules of the ſpot, the richnefs - 
ae - 
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the ſoil, &c. made them chearfully quit an iſland an 
which there was no longer any room for them. There 
they have founded a beautiful ſettlement, known by 
the name of New: Garden, contiguous to the famous 


one which the Moravians have at Bethabara, Bethamia 


and Salem, on Yadkin River. No ſpot of earth can 
be more beautiful; it is compoſed of gentle hills, of 
eaſy declivities, excellent low lands accompanied by 
different brooks which traverſe this ſettlement. I ne- 


ver ſaw foil that rewards men fo early for their la- 


bours and diſburſements; ſuch in general with very 
few exceptions, are the lands which adjoin the in- 
numerable heads of all the large rivers which fall into the 
Cheſapeak, or flow through the provinces of North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, &c. It is perhaps the moſt 
pleaſing, the moſt bewytching country which the conti- 
nent affords; becauſe while it preſerves an eaſy com- 

munication with the ſea-port towns, at ſome ſeaſons of 
the year, it is perfectly free from the contagious air of- 
ten breathed in thoſe flat countries, which are more con- 
tiguous to the Atlantic. Theſe lands are as rich as thoſe 
over the Alligany ; the people of New Garden are ſitu- 
ated at the diſtance of between 200 and 300 miles 
from Cape Fear; Cape Fear is at leaſt 450 from 
Nantucket: you may judge therefore that they have 
but little correſpondence with this their little metropo- 
lis, except it is by means of the itinerant Friends. Others 
have ſettled on the ſamous river Kennebeck, in that 
territory of the province of Maſſachuſets, whith is 
known by the name of Sagadahock. Here they have 
ſoftened the labours of clearing the heavieſt timbered 
land in America, by means of ſeveral branches of trade 
which their fair river, and proximity to the ſea affords 
them. Inſtead of 8 conſuming their timber, as 
we are obliged to do; ſome parts of it are converted 
into uſeful articles for exportation, ſuch as ſtaves, ſcant- 


lings, boards, hoops, poles, &c. For that purpoſe 


they keep a correſpondence with their native iſland; and 
] know many of the principal inhabitants of Sherburn, 
who, though merchants, and living at Nantucket, yet 


poſſeſs valuable farms on that river ; from whence they 
| draw 
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draw great part of their ſubſiſtance, meat, fre- 
wood, &c. The title of theſe lands is veſted in the 
ancient Plymouth company, under the powers of which 
the Maſſachuſets was ſettled z and that company which 
reſides in Boſton, are till the granters of all the vacant 
nds within their limits. MEIOTIC 
Although this part of the province is fo fruitful, 
and ſo happily ſituated, yet it has been ſingularly over- 
looked and neglected: it is ſurpriſing that the excellence 
of that ſoil which lies on the river ſhould not have 
cauſed it to be filled before now with inhabitants; 
for the ſettlements from thence to Penobſcot are as yet 
but in their infancy. It is true that immenſe labour 
is required to make room for the plough, but the pe- 
culiar ſtrength and quality of the ſoil never fails moſt 
_ amply to reward the induſtrious, poſſeſſar : I know of 
no Fol in this country more rich or more Ertile. Ido 
not mean that fort of tranſitory fertility, which, evapo- 
rates with the fun, and diſappears in a few years; 
here on the contrary, even their higheſt grounds are 
covered with a rich moiſt ſwamp mould, which bears 
the moſt luxuriant graſs, and never failing crops of 
rain. ; + et tc. | 
K If New Gardens exceed this ſettlement by the ſoft- 
neſs of its climate, the fecundity of its ſoil, and a 
greater variety of produce from leſs labour; it does 
not breed men 2 hardy, nor capable to encoun- 
ter dangers and fatigues. It leads too much to idle- 
neſs and effeminacy ; for great is the luxuriance of that 
part of America, and the eaſe. with which the earth 
is cultivated. Were I to begin life again, I would 
prefer the country of Kennebeck to the other, how- 
ever bewitching ; the navigation of the river for above 
200 miles, the great abundance of fiſh it contains, the 
conſtant: healthineſs of the climate, the happy ſeveri- 
ties of the winters always ſheltering the earth, with 
a voluminous coat of ſnow, the equally happy neceſſity - 
of labour: all theſe reaſons would greatly. prepon- 
derate againſt the ſofter ſituations of Carolina; where 
mankind reap too much, do not toil enough, and are 
liable to-enjoy too faſt the benefits of life. There are 
| | many 
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many I know who would deſpiſe my opinion, and 
think me a bad judge z- let thoſe go and ſettle at the- 
Ohio, the Monogahela, Red Stone Creek, &c. let 
them go and inhabit the, extended fhores of that ſu- 
perlative river; I with equal chearfulneſs would pitch. 
my tent on the rougher ſhores of Kennebeck,; this 
will always be a country of health, labour, and . | 
activity, and thoſe are characteriſtics of ſociety which 
8 more than greater opulence” and voluptuous 
e. LIT 2 | 
Thus though this fruitful hive conftantly ſends out 
fwanns, as induſtrious as. themſelyes, yet it * 
remains full without having any ufeleſs drones: on the 
contrary it exhibits conſtant ſcenes of buſineſs and new 
ichemes; the richer an individual grows, the more 
extenſive his field of action becomes; he that is near 
ending his career, drudges on as well as he who has 
juſt begun it; no body ſtands ſtill. But is it not 
ſtrange, that after having aceumulated riches, they 
ſhould never wiſh to exchange their barren ſituation 
for a more ſheltered, more pleafant one on the main ? 
Is it not ſtrange, that after having ſpent the maruing 
and the meridjan of their days amidſt the jarring waves, 
weary with the toils of a — they ſhould | 
not with to enjoy the evenings of thoſe days of induſ- 
try, im a larger ſociety, on ſame ſpots of terra firma, 
where the ſeverity of the winters is ballanced by a 
variety of more pleaſing ſcenes, not to be found here? 
ut the ſame magical power of habit and cuſtom which 
makes the Laptander, the Siberian, the Hottentot, pre- 
fer their climates, their occupations, and their ſoil, to 
more beneficnt ſituations; leads theſe good people to 
think, that no other ſpot on the globe is ſo analagaus 
to their inclinations as Nantucket. Here their con- 
nections are formed; what would they do at a diſt- 
ance removed from them? Live ſumptuouſſy, you 


Will ſay, procure themſelves new friends, new acquaint= \, 


ances, by their ſplendid tables, by their oſtentatious 
generoſity, - and by affected hoſpitality. Theſe are 
thoughts that have never entered into their heads.; 


they would be filled with hortor at the; thought of 
| forming 
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farming wiſhes and plans ſo different from that ſimpli- 
city, which is their general ſtandard in affluence as 
well as in poverty. They abhor the very idea of 
expendipg in uſeleſs waſte and vain luxuries, the fruits 
of proſperous laboũr; they are employed in eſtabliſn- 
ing their ſons, and in many other uſeful purpoſes : 
ſtrangers to the honours of monaxchy they do not 
aſpire to the poſſeſſion of affluent fortunes, with . 
which 100 purchaſe ſounding titles, and frivolous 
names a 

Vet there are not at Nantucket ſo many wealthy 
people as one would imagine after having confidered 
their great ſucceſſes, their induſtry, and their know - 
ledge. Many die poor, though hardly able to re- 
proach Fortune with a frown ; others leave not be- 
hind them that affluence which the circle of their buſi- 
neſs, and of their proſperity naturally promiſed, The 
reaſon of this is, I believe, the peculiar expence ne- 
ceſſarily attending, their tables; for as their iſland ſup- 
alice the town with little gr nothing (a few, families 
excepted) every one muſt procure what they want 
from the main. The very hay their horſes conſume, 
and every other article neceſſary to ſupport a family, 
though cheap in a country of ſo great abundance as 
Maſixchuſers ; yet the neceſſary waſte and expences 
attending their tranſport, render theſe commodities _ 
dear. 4 vaſt number of little veſſels from the main, 
and from the Vineyard, are conſtantly reſorting here, 
as to a market. Shepburn is extremely well ſupplied 
with eyery thing, but this very. conftancy of ſupply, 
neceſſarily drains off a great deal of money. The 
firſt uſe they make of their oil and bone is to ex- 
change it for bread and meat, and whatever elſe they 
want; the neceſſities of a. large family. are vety great - 
add numerous, let its æconomy be What it will; they 
are ſo often repeated, that they perpetually draw off 
a conſiderable. branch of the — hy If by any acci- 
dents - thoſe profits are , iaterrupted, the capital muſt 
ſuffer ; and it. very often happens that the greateſt 
part of their property is floating on the ſea. 

5 G There 
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There are but two congregations in this town, 
They wfſemble every Sunday in meeting houſes, as ; 
ſimple as the dwelling of the people; and there is 
but. one prieſt on the whole iſland. What would a 
good Portugueſe obſerve ?—But one ſingle prieſt to 
inſtruct a whole iſland, and to direct their conſciences ! 
It is even fo; each individual knows how to guide his 
own, and is content to do it, as well as he can. This 
lonely clergyman is a. Preſbyterian _ miniſter, who 
has a very large and reſpectable congregation ; the 
other is eompoſed of Quakers, who you know admit 
of no particular perſon, who in conſequence of being 
ordained becomes excluſively entitled to preach, to ca- 
techiſe, and to receive certain falaries for his trouble. 
Among them, every one may expound the ſcriptures, 
who thinks he is called fo to do; beſide, as they ad- 
mit of neither ſacrament, baptiſm, nor any other out- 
ward: forms whatever, ſuch a man would be uſeleſs. 
Moſt of theſe people are continually at ſea, and have 
often the moſt urgent reaſons to worſhip the Parent of 
Nature in the midſt of the ſtorms which they encoun- 
ter. Theſe two ſeQts live in perfect peace and har- 
mony with each other; thoſe ancient_times of reli- 
gious diſcords are now gone (I hope never to return) 
when each thought it meritorious, not only to damn 
the other, which would have been nothing, but to 
perſecute and murther one another, for the glory of 
that Being, who requires no more of us, than that 
we ſhould love one another and live! Every one goes 
to that place of worſhip which he likes beſt, and thinks 
not that his neighbour does wrong by not following 
him; each buſily employed in their temporal affairs, 
is leſs vehement about ſpiritual ones, and fortunately 
you will find at Nantucket neither idle drones, volup- 
tuous devotees, ranting enthuſiaſts, nor ſour dema- 
gogues. I wiſh I had it in my power to ſend the 
molt perſecuting bigot I could find in — to the whale 
fiſheries ; in leſs than three or four years you will. 
find him a much more tractable man, and therefore a 


better Chriſtian. | 
8 Singular 
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Singular as it may appear to you, there are but 
two medical profeſſors on the iſland; for of what ſer; 
vice can phyſic be in a primitive ſociety, where the 
exceſſes of inebriation ate ſo rare; What need of ga- 


lenical medicines, where fevers, and ſtomachs loaded 
by the loſs of the digeſtive powers, are ſo few? Tem- 


perance, the calm of paſſions, ſrugality,. and conti+ 
nual exerciſe, keep them healthy, and' preſerve unim- 
paired - that . conſtitution which they haye received 
from parents as healthy as themſelves; who, in the 
unpolluted embraces of the earlieſt and chaſteſt love, 
conveyed to them the ſoundeſt bodily frame which 
nature could give. But as no habitable part of this 

lobe is exempt from ſome diſeaſes, proceeding either 


rom climate or modes of living; here they are ſome- | 
times ſubje& to conſumnptions and to fevers, Since 


the foundation of that town no epidemical diſtempers 
have appeared, which at times cauſe ſuch depopula- 
tions in other countries ; many of them are extremely 
well acquainted with the Indian methods of curing 
ſimple difeaſes, and practiſe them with ſucceſs. You 


will hardly find any where a community, compoſed - 


of the ſame number of individuals, poſſeſſing ſuch 
uninterrupted health, and exhibiting 2 many green 
old men, ho ſhew their advanced age by the matu- 
rity of their wiſdom, rather than by the wrinkles of 
their faces; and this is indeed one of the principal 
bleſſings of the iſland, which richly compenſates their 
want of the richer foils of the ſouth ; where iliac com- 
plaints and bilious feyers, grow by the fide of the ſu- 
gar cane, the ambroſial ananas, &c. The fituation of 
this iſland, the purity of the Air, the nature of their 
marine occupations, their virtue and moderation, are 
the cauſes ot that vigour and health which they poſ- 
ſeſs. The poverty of their ſoil has placed them, I 
hope, beyond the danger of conqueſt, or the wanton 
deſire of -extirpation. Were they to be driven from 
this ſpot ; the only acquiſition of the conquerors woul 

be a few acres of land, incloſed and cultivated; a 
few houſes, and ſome moveables. The genius, the 
induſtry of the err would accompany them 
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and it is thoſe alone which conſtitute the ſole wealth 
of their iſland Its preſent fame would periſh, and in 
a few years it would return to its priſtine ſtate of bar- 
tenneſs and poverty: they might perhaps be allowed 
to tranſport themſelves in their own veſſels to ſome o- 
ther ſpot or iſland, which they would ſoon fertilize 
by the ſame means with which they have fertilized 

WW, - 1 pEAG | . 

One ſingle | r has of late years found means to 
live here, but his beſt fortune proceeds more from 
having married one of the wealthieſt heireſſes of the 
iſland, than from the emoluments of his practice: 
however he is ſometimes employed in recovering mo- 
ney lent on the main, or in preventing thoſe accidents 
to which the contentious propenſity of its inhabitants 
may ſometimes expoſe them. He is ſeldom employed 
as the means of felf defence, and much feldomer as 
the channel of attack; to which they are ſtrangers, 
except the fraud is manifeſt, and the danger immi- 
nent. Lawyers are ſo numerous in all our * 
towns, that I am ſurpriſed they never thought before 
of eftabliſhing themſelves here: they are plants that 
will grow in any ſoil that is cultivated by the hands of 
others; and when once they have taken root they will 
extinguiſh every other vegetable that grows around 
them. The fortunes they daily acquire in every pro- 
vince from the misfortunes of their fellow- citizens, are 
ſurprifing! The moſt ignorant, the moſt bunglin 
member of that profeſſion, will, if placed in the moſt 
obſcure part of the country, promote litigiouſneſs, and 
amaſs more wealth without labour, than the moſt opu- 
lent farmer, with all his toils. They have fo dexte- 
rouſly interwoven their doctrines and quirks, with the 
laws of the land, or rather they are become ſo ne- 
ceffary an evil in gur preſent conſtitutions, that it ſeems 
unavoidable and paſt all remedy. What a pity chat 
our fore-fathers, Who happily extinguiſhed ſo. many 
fatal cuſtoms, and expunged from their new govern- 
ment ſo many errors and abuſes, both religious and 
civil, did not alſo prevent the introduction of a ſet of 


men ſo dangerous! In ſome provinces where every 
2528 i inhabitant 
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inhabitant is conſtantly employed in tilling and culti- 
vating the earth, they are the only members of ſocieiy 
who have any knowledge; let theſe provinces atteſt 
what iniquitous uſe they have made of that know- 


ledge. They are here what the clergy were in; pa 
centuries with you: the reformation: which cli 
the clerical wings, is the boaſt of that age, and the 
happieſt event that could poſſibly happen; a refomma- 
tion equally uſeful is now wanted, to relieve us from 
the ſhameful ſhackles and the oppreſſive burthen un- 
der which we groan : this perhaps is impoſſible ; but 
if mankind would not become too happy, it were an 
event moſt devoutly to be wiſhed,” | 
Here, happily, unoppreſſeg with any civil bondege, 
this ſociety of fiſhermen and merchants live, without 
any military eſtabliſhments, without governors or any 
maſters but the laws; and their civil code is ſo light, 
that it is never felt. A man may paſs (as many have 
done whom I am acquainted with) through the va- 
nous ſcenes of a long life, may ſtruggle againſt a 
variety of adverſe fortune, peaceably enjoy the good 
when it comès, and never in that long interval, apply 
tothe law either for redreſs or aſſiſtance. The prin- 
eipal benefits it confers is the general protection of in- 
dividuals, and this protection is purchaſed by the 
moſt moderate taxes, which are chearſully paid, - and 
by the trifling duties incident in the courſe of theix 
hwful trade (for they deſpiſe contraband). Nothiag 
can be more ſimple than their municipal regulations, 
' tho? fimilar to thoſe of the other counties of the ſame 
province; becauſe they are more detached from the 
reſt, more diſtinct in their manners, as well as in the 
nature of the buſineſs they purſue, and more uncon- 
nected with the populous province to which they be- 
long. The fame ſimplicity attends the worſhip they 
pay to the Divinity; their elders are the only teach- 
ers of their congregations, the inſtructors of their 
youth, and often the example of their flock. They vi- 
t and comfort the ſick; after death, the ſociety bi 
them with their fathers, without pomp, prayers, or ce- 
remonies ; not a tone or monument is erected, to tell 
3 . 
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where any perſon was buried ; their memory is pre- 
ſerved by tradition. The only effential memorial that 
is left of them, is their former induſtry, their 
——_ their charity, or elſe their moſt conſpicuous 
ts. p 0 0 
The Prefbyterians live in great charity with them, 
and with one another; their miniſter as a true paſtor 
of the goſpel, inculcates to them the doQrines it con- 
tains, the rewards it promiſes, the puniſhments it 
holds out to thoſe who ſhall commit injuſtice. Neo- 
thing can be more diſencumbred likewiſe from uſeleſs 
ceremonies and trifling forms than their mode of wor- 
ſhip ; it might with great propriety have been called 
a truly primitive one, had that of the Quakers never 
appeared. As fellow Chriſtians, obeying the ſame le- 
giſlator, they love and mutually affiſt each other in all 
their wants; as fellow labourers they unite with cor- 
diality, and without the leaſt rancour in all their tempo- 
ral ſchemes: no other emulation appears among them 
but in their fea excurſions, in the art of fitting out their 
veſſels; in that of failing, in harpooning the whale, 
and in bringing home the greateſt harveſt. As fellow 
ſubjects they chearfully obey the fame laws, and pay 
the ſame duties: but let me not forget another pecu- 
lat charaReriſtic of this community: there is not a 
ſlave I believe on the whole iſland, at leaſt among the 
Friends; whilſt ſlavery prevails all around. them, this 
fociety alone, lamenting that ſhocking inſult offered to 
humanity, have given the world a fingular example of 
moderation, diſintereſtedneſs, and Chriſtian charity, in 
emancipating their negroes. I ſhall-explain to your 
farther, the ſingular virtue and merit to which it is fa 
juſtly entitled by baving ſet before the reſt of their 
fellow-ſubjeQs, ſo pleaſing, fo edifying a reformation. 
Happy the people who are ſubje& to ſo mild a govern- 
ment; happy the government which has to rule over 
ſuch harmlefs, and ſuch induſtrious ſubjects. 
While we are clearing foreſts, making the face of 
nature ſmile, draining marſhes, cultivating wheat, and 
conierting it into flour; they yearly 2 the ſur- 
face of the ſea riches equally neceſſary. Thus, as I 
228 : a lellure 
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leiſure and abilities to lead you through this continent, 
I could ſhew you. an aſtoniſhing proſpect very little 
known in Europe; one diffuſive ſcene of happineſs 
reaching from the ſea-ſhores to the laſt ſettlements on 
the cam. hon of the wilderneſs ; an happineſs, interrupt- 
ed only by the folly of individuals, by our fpirit of 
litigiouſneſs, and by thoſe unforeſeen ties, from 
which no human ſociety can poſſibly be exempted. 
May the citizens of Nantucket dwell long here in. un- 
- interrupted peace, undiſturbed either by the waves 
of the ſurrounding element, or the political commo- 
tions which ſometimes agitate our continent. 
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| [ HE dinners of tbe Friends ave entirely ſbbnd- 


6n Gat ſimplicity Wich is their böaſt, arid their 
moſt di inguimed c Tiſtic; and thofe manners 
have acquired the zuthbrity of avs. Here they are 
— attached to plainneſs of dreſs, as well as to 
that of language; inſomuch that though ſome part of 
it _—_ ungrammatical, yet ſhould any perſon who 
was born and brought up here, attempt to ſpeak 
more correctly, he would be looked upon as a fop or 
an innovator. On the other hand, ſhould a ftranger 
come here and adopt their idiom in all its purity (as 
they deem it) this accompliſhment would immediately 
procure him the moſt cordial reception; and they 
would cheriſh him like an ancient member of their 
fociety. So many impoſitions have they ſuffered on 
this account, that they begin how indeed to grow 
more cautious. They are ſo tenacious of their ancient 
babits of jnduſtry and frugality, that if any of them 
were to be ſeen with a long coat made of Engliſh 
cloth, on any other than the firfi-day (Sunday) he 
would be greatly ridiculed and cenſured ; he would 


be looked upon as a careleſs ſpendthrift, whom it 


would be unſafe to truſt, and in vain to relieve, A 
few years ago two ſingle-borſe chairs were imported from 
Boſton, to the great offence of theſe prudent citizens; 
nothing appeared to them more culpable than the uſe 


of ſuch gaudy painted vehicles, in contempt of the 


more uſeful and more ſimple fingle-horſe carts of their 
fathers. This, piece of extravagant and unknown lux- 
ury, almoſt cauſed a ſchiſm, and ſet every tongue a, 
going ; ſome predicted the approaching ruin of thoſe 
amilies that had imported them; others feared the 


dangers of example: never ſince the foundation of the 
g town. 
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town had there happened any thing which ſo much 
alarmed this primitive community. One of the 
poſſeſſors of the fane chairs, filled with repentance, 
wiſely ſent it back to the continent; the other more 
obſtinate and perverſe, in defiance to all remonſtrances, 
perſiſted in the uſe of his chair until by degrees they be- 
came more reconciled to it; tho I obſerved that the 
wealthieſt and the moſt reſpectable people ſtill go to 
meeting or to their farms in a fingle-borſe cart, with a 
decent awning fixed over it: indeed if you conſider 
their ſandy ſoil, and the badneſs of their roads, theſe 
appear to be the beſt contrived vehicles for this iſland. 
Iqdleneſs is the moſt heinous fin that cas be com- 
mitted in-Nantucket: an' idle man- would ſoon be 
pointed out as an object of compaſſion : for idleneſs is 
conſidered as another word for want and hunger. 
This principle is fo thoroughly well underſtood, and 
is become fo univerſal, ſo prevailing a prejudice, that 
literally ſpeaking, they are never. idle. Even if they 
go to the market-place, which is (if I may be allowed 
the expreflioh) the coffee-houſe of the town, either to 
_ tranſa&t buſineſs, or to converſe with their friends; 
they always have a piece of cedar in their hands, and 
while they are talking, they will as it were inſtinctively, 
employ themſelves in converting it into ſomething uſe- 
ful, either in making bungs or ſpoyls for their oil 
caſtts, or other uſeful articles. I muſt confeſs, that I 
have never ſeen more ingenuity in the uſe of the 
knife; thus the moſt idle moments of their lives be- 
come uſefully employed. In the many hours of leiſure 
which their long cruiſes afford them, they cut and 
carve a variety of boxes and pretty toys, in wood, 
adapted to Gere nt uſes; which they bring home as 
teſtimonies of remembrance to their wives or ſweet- 
hearts. They have ſhewed me a variety of little 
bowls and other implements, executed cooper -wiſe, 
with the greateſt nęatneis and eligance. . You will be, 
Pleaſed to remember they are all brought up to the 
trade of coopers, be their future, intentions or fortunes 
what they may: therefore almoſt every man in this 
and bas always two krives in his pocket, one much 
A larger 


larger than the other; and though they hold every 
thing that is called faſbion in the utmoſt contempt, 
et they are as difficult to pleaſe, and as extravagant 
in the choice and price of their knives as any youn 
buck in Boſton would be about his hat, buckles, 4 
boat. As ſoon as u knife is injured, or ſuperceded by 
a more convenient one, it is earefully laid up in ſome 
corner of their deſk. I once faw upwards of fifty 
thus preſerved at Mr. s, one of the worthieſt men 
on this iſland; and among the whole, there was not 
one that perfectly reſembled another. As the fea 
excurſions are often very long, their wives in their 
abſence, are neceſſarily obliged to tranſact buſineſs, 
to ſettle accounts, and in ſhort to rule and provide for 
their families. Theſe circumſtances being often re- 
ted, give women the abilities as well as a: taſte 
or that kind of ſuperintendency, to which, by their 
prudence and good management, they ſeem to be in 
general very equal. This employment ripens their 
judgement and juſtly entitles them to a rank ſuperior 
to that of other wives; and this is the principal rea- 
ſon why thoſe of Nantucket as well as thoſe of Mon- 
treal “. are ſo fond of ſociety, ſo affable, and fo con- 
| verſant with the affairs of the world. The men at 
their return, — with the fatigues of the ſea, full 
of confidence and love chearfully give their conſent 
to eyery tranſaction that has happened during their 
abſence, and all is joy and peace,- ** Wife, thee haſt 
done well,“ is the general approbatien they receive, 
for their application and induſtry, What would the 
man do without the agency of theſe faithful mates ? 
| The abſence of ſo many of them at particular ſeaſons, 
| leaves the town quite deſolate ; and this mournful ſitu- 
| ation diſpoſes the women to go to each other's houſe 
i much oftener than when their huſbands are at home : 
hence the cuſtom of inceſſant viſting has. infected 
every one, and even thoſe whoſe huſbands do not /go 
| N OY N e E r abroad. g 
| " _ ® Moſt of the merchants and young men of Montreal, ſpend the 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
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greateſt part of their time in trading with the Indians, at an ame» 
ziog diſtance from Canada; and it often happens that they we 
Uhroe years together ubſent from howe, ; 
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abroad. The houſe is always cleaned before they ſet 
out, and with peculiar alacrity they purſue, their in- 
_ tended viſit, which conſiſts of a focial chat, a diſh of tea, 
and an hearty ſupper. When the good man of the houſe 
returns from his labour, he peaceably goes after his 
wife and brings her home ; mean while the young fel- 
| lows, equally vigilant, eafily find out which is the 
. moſt convenient houſe, and there they aſſemble with 
the girls of the neighbourhood. Inſtead of cards, 
muſical inſtruments, or ſongs, they relate ſtories of 
their. whaling voyages, their various ſea adventures, 
and. talk of the Aerent coaſts and people they have 
viſited. The iſland of Catharine in the Brazils, ſays 
one, is a very droll iſland, it is inhabited by none 
„ but men; women are not permitted to come in 
* ſight of it ; not a woman is there on the whole 
« iſland. Who among us is not glad it is not fo 
„here? The Nantucket girls and boys beat the 
* world.” At this innocent fally the titter goes round, 
they whiſper to one another their ſpontaneous reflections: 
puddings, pyes, and cuſtards never fail to be produced 
on ſuch occaſions; for I believe there neyer were any 
people in their circumſtances, who live ſo well even to 
ſuperabundance, As inebriation is unknown, and muſic, 
ſinging and dancing, are held in equal deteſtation, they 
never could fill all the vacant hours of their lives without 
the repaſt of the table. Thus theſe youn people fir 
and talk, and divert themſelves as well as they can; if 
any one has lately returned from a cruife, he is generally 
the ſpeaker of the night; they often all laugh and talk 
together, but they are happy, and would not exchange 
| their pleaſures ſor thoſe of the molt brilliant aſſemblies in 
Europe. T bis lafts until the father and mother returns 
when all retire to their reſpective homes, the men re- 
conducting the partners of their affections. 
Thus they ſpend many of the youthful evenings of 
their lives; no wonder therefore that they marry ſo 
early. But no ſooner have they undergone this ceremony 
than they ceaſe to appear ſo chearful and gay; the new 
rank they hold in the ſociety impreſſes them with more 
ſerious ideas than were entertained before, The title ob 
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haller of . fattily x_nbceſſirily tex fires thore ſolid” 1 
net 


ha vidur and dt ttment; th wife follows in te 
a of Cu om, which A 5 zwerfol as the 
radhy of faſhlbh ; ſhie- { 8 vifes' and dit 

the new Huſband f66H 1 18 , he leayes her * 


is ehteted. Thoſe who at Honie are full as 
wy In general, at leaſt regard to the th 
2 of the family. Pot 750 muſk not ima gin 
his account that the Natitu £4: wives. dre tur 


learn and Exefciſe the 1k ad 5. 5 


contrary, wives of Sh erbuth. i in 10 doing, compl 
only with the prevailing kuf om of the inland: the me. 
bands equa | ſubiniffive to the ancient and reſpect- 


adle Fr of their country, filbmhit, withbut ver 


ſuſpecting that there cah de any impropriety. ere 
they to behave otherwiſe, they would be afraid of fub- 
yerting the principles of their ſociety ur alterin 
ly fatis 
and all is peace and coh&hrd. rde Pein now: 
in the iNand owes lt bp 1 Enid ſucceſs: 
to the ingenuity of his wife fact Which 


is well recorded; for while le ph Performing his uy 


cruiſes , ſhe traded with pins And neetles, and — 
a ſchool, Afterward ſhe piirchaſed more confiderab 
articles, which ſhe ſold with ſo much judgment, that 


the laid the foundation of a ſyſtem of bufineſs,' that | 


the has ever ſince proſecuted with etfual eue and 
ſucceſs, She wrote to London, formed cbnnections 
and, in ſhort, became the only oftenſible inftrument of 
that houſe both at home and abroad. Who. is he in 
this country, and who is a citizeh 8 Nantucket ot 
efiah ? I muſt 
tell you that the i is the wife of Mr. C-—n, a very 
reſpeQable. man, who, well pleaſed with all her 
ſchemes, truſts to her judgement, and'relies on her ſa- 
gacity, with ſo entire a confidence as id be akogethet 
be ve to the concerns of his fatnily. TY 01 Rove the 
eſt country ſeat on the iſland, at Tak: be here 1— ö 
live with boſpitality, and in perfe 
to be altogether the. contemplative dunn. 
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rd mis dexterlty id managing the hoſbarlt's buſineſs 
whilſt he is abſent, the Nantueket wives unite « great 
deal of ihduſtty. They (pin; or cauſe to be ſpun in 
their h6uſts abithdante of wool and flax; and would 
be for Ever diſgraced and looked upon as idlers if all 
the family were not clad in good, neat, and ſufficient 
homeſpun cloth. Firf Days are the only ſeafons when 
A is lawful for Both fexes to exhibit ſome garments of 
Engliſh manufacture; even theſe are of the moſt mo- 
_ derate price, aud of the graveſt colours: there is no 

kind of difference in their dreſs, they are all clad alike, 
and reſetmble in that reſpeQ! the members of one fa- 
A ſingular cuſtom prevails here among the women, 
at which | was greatly furprized ;/ and am really at a loſs 
How to dccottht for the original catiſe thathas introduced 
in this primitive ſociety ſo remarkable a faſhion; or rather 
I extravidinafy a want, They have adopted theſe ma- 
ny years, the Aſiatie cuſtom of taking a doſe of opium 
every mdtnifip/; and ſo deeply rooted is it, that they 
would be at W#Tolf how to Hive without this indulgence ; 

they would rather be deprive of ary neteſſary than 
. their favourite lukufy. This is much more pre- 
Falling among tie women than the men, few of the latter 

having caught the cht agioh; though the ſheriff,” whom 
I may call the firſt perſon in the iſland, who is an emi- 

nent phyſician beſide, and whom I had the pleaſure ef 
being well acquainted with, has for mahy years ſub- 
mitted tb this cuſtom. He takes three Brains of it 
every day after breakfaſt; without the effects of which 
. ofets told me he was not able to tranſact any bu- 


+ Ft is hard to conceive how a' people always happ) 
and healthy, in conſequence” of Þ api wh Abend 
they undergo, never oppreſſed with the vapours of idle- 
neſs, yet ſnould want the fiftitious effects of opium to 
ſerve that chearfulneſs to which their temperance, their - 
_ diate; their Happy firuation 6 juſtly entitle them. 
But where is the ſociety perfectly free from error or 
folly :. the, leaſt imperfect is undoubtedly that where 
the greateſt good preponderates ; and agreeable 2 
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this rule, I can truly ſay, that I never was acqurint- 
ed with a leſs vicious or a more harmleſs one. 

The majority of the prefent inhabitants are the de- 
ſcendants of the twenty-ſeven: firſt proprietors, who pa- 
tenteed the; iſland ; of the reſt, many others have 
ſince come over among them, chiefly from the Maſſa- 
chuſets: here are neither Scotch, Iriſh, nor French, 
as is the caſe in moſt other ſettlements z they are an 
. unmixed Engliſh breed. The conſequence of this ex- 
tended connexion is, that they are all in ſome degree 
related to each other: you muſt not he ſurprized there» 
fore when I tell you, that they always call each other 
couſin, uncle or aunt ; which are become ſuch comme 
appellations, that no other are made uſe of in their daily 
intercourſe : you would be deemed itiff and affected 
were you to refuſe conforming yourſelf to this ancient 
cuſtom, which truly depicts the image of a large fami- 
ly. The many who reſide here that have not the leaſt 
claim of relationſhip with any one in the town, yet 
by the power of cuſtom make uſe of no other addreſs 
in their converſation. Were you here yourſelf but a 
few days you would be obliged to adopt the ſame 
pbraſeoligy, which is far from being diſagreeable, as 
it implies a general acquaintance and friendihip, which 
connects them all in unity and peace. n 

Their taſte for fiſhing has been ſo prevailing, that 

it has ingroſſed all their attention, and even prevented 
them from introducing ſome higher degree of perfection 
in their agriculture. There are many uſeful improve- 
ments which might have meliorated their ſoil; there 
are many trees which if tranſplanted here would have 
thriven extremely well, and would have ſerved to ſhel- 
ter as well as decorate the favourite ſpots they have 
ſo carefully manured. Tbe red cedar, che locuſte, 
the button wood I am perſuaded would have growt 
here rapidly and to a great ſize, with many others x 
but-their thoughts are turned altogether. towards the 
ſea. . The Indian corn begins to yield ee 
0 ü . 17 1 nr ble 

Species of what we call here the two-thorn acacia : it Meld 
the moſt valuable timber we have, and its thage 43-very bent 
cial to the growth and goodaeſ uf the gramm. | 
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ble crops; and the wheat ſown on its ſtocks . is become 
a very profitable 7 — ; rye will grow with little care; 
they might raiſe it they would, an immenſe. quantity of 
buck-wheat. via. 19 4 ONT WO Rr EPL 

Such an ifland inhabited as I have deſctibed, is not 
the place where gay travellers ſhould reſort, in order 
to enjoy that variety of pleaſures the more ſplendid 
towns of this continent afford. Not that they are 
wholly deprived of what we might call recreations, 
and innocent paſtimes ; but opulence, inſtead of lu 
uries and extravagancies, produces nothing more. here 
than an increaſe of buſineſs, an additional degree! of 
hoſpitality, greater neatneſs in the preparation = diſhes, 
and better wines. They often walk.and converſe with 
each other, as I have obſerved before ; and upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions, will take a ride to Palpus, where 
there is an houſe af entertainment; but theſe rural 
amuſements are conducted upon the ſame of mo- 
deration, as thoſe in town. They are to ſimple as 
hardly to be deſcribed; the pleaſure of going and re- 
turning together; of chatting and walking about, of 
throwing the bar, heaving ſtones, & c. are the only en- 
tertainments they are acquainted with. This is all 
they practiſe, and all they ſeem to defite. The houſe at 
Palpus, is the general reſort of thoſe who poſleſs the 
luxury of a horſe and chaife, as well as of thoſe who 
ſtill retain, as the majority do, a predileQion for their 
primitive vehicle. By reſorting to that place they en- 
Joy a change of air, they taſte the pleaſures of exerciſe; 
perhaps an exhilirating bowl, not at all improper in 
this climate, affords the chief indulgence known to 
theſe people, on the days of their greateſt feſtivity. 
The mounting a horſe, muſt afford a moſt pleaſing 
exerciſe to thole men who are ſo much at ſea. | I was 
once invited to that houſe, and had the ſatisfaction of 
conducting thither one of the many beauties of that 
iſland (for it abounds with handſome women) dreſſed 
in all the bewitching attire of the moſt charming ſim- 
plicity: like the reſt of the company, ſhe was cheerful 
without loud laughs, and ſmiling without affeQation. 
They all appeared gay without levity, - I' had ener | 

my, ore 


1 -PECULIAR CUSTOMS 
before in my life ſeen © much unaffected mirth, mixed 

with ſo much modeſty. The pleaſures of thy da 
were enjoyed with the greateſt lvelinefs and the moſt 
innocent freedom; no diſguſting pruderies, no coquetiſh 
airs tarniſhed this a aſſembly : they behaved 
according to their native diſpoſitions,” the only rules 
of decorum with which they were acquainted. What 
Would an European viſitor have done here without a 
fiddle, without a dance, without cards? He would 
Have called it an infipid affembly, and ranked this 
among the dulleſt days he had ever ſpent. This ru- 
 Halexcurfion had a — great affinity to thoſe practiſed 
in our province, with this difference only, that we 
have no objection to the ſportive dance, though con- 
EP the rough accents of ſome ſelf-taught A- 
frican fiddler. We returned as happy as we went; 
and the brightneſs of the moon kindly lengthened a 
day which had paſt like other agreeable ones, with fin- 

vulac rapidity. 8 | 4 : 9 

In order to view the ifland in its longeſt direction 
from the town, I took a ride to the eaſternmoſt parts: 
of it, remarkable only for the Pochick Rip, where 
their beſt fiſh are caught. I paſt by the Tetoukemah 
lots, which are the fields of the community; the fences 
were made of cedar poſts and rails, and looked per- 
fedly ftraight and neat ; the various crops they encloſed 
were ſtouriſhing: thence I deſcended into Barrey's Val- 
ley, where the ae and the ſpear graſs looked more a- 
| bundant than Thad ſeen on any other part of the iſland ;. 
_ thence t6 Gib's Pond; and arrived at laſt at Siaſconcer, 
. .  Sevefal dwellings had been ereQted on this wild ſhore, 
for the purpoſe of ſheltering the fiſhermen in the ſeaſon 
of fiſhing ; I found them all empty, except that par- 
ticular one, to which I had been directed. It was like 
the others, built on the higþeft part of the ſhore, in 
the fare of the great ocean; the ſoil appeared to be 
eompoſed of no other ſtratum but fand, covered with 
a & thinly ſcattered berbage, What rendered this houſe 
till more worthy of notice in my eyes, was, that it 
bad been built on the ruins of one of the ancient huts, 
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er the whales. Here lived a ſingle family without a 
neighboiir ; I had never befbre'ſeen' a Fw —— 


ated- to eheriſh contetnplative ideas; perfect 
onnected with che great world, and far remove from 
1 The ever raging ovedy was” a1 
at preſented ſelf to the view of nis family zi 
irrefibly arttacted my whole attention? my eyes were 
voluntary directed to the hörizontul line of that 
watery ſy . which is ever in motion, and ever 
chreateni den rüerion to theſe (Wores. My ears were 
fturined with the roar of its waves rolling one over the 
r as if impelle 828 ſuperior forte to overwhelm 
the ſporx ow which'F ſtobdd. My nottrils iwvolunteni 
Idle the ſaline yi 4 aroſe from tlie dit- 
perſed particles of the — bitows; or fromthe 
weeds ſcattered oh the ſhores: My mind ed a 
thouſtnd vague reffeQions, | if} the hour of 
their ſpontateous birth; dut Le f forgot and all 
indiſtin : and who is the landman that ean behold 
without «fright ſo ſingular am element, which by” its 
imperhofity ſeems fo be the deſtrdje per of this povr planer 
yet at particular times accumulates the ſcattered frag- 
ments and produces iflands and contherits fir for mea 
to dwell on Who can obſerve the regular vieifſitudes 
of its waters without aſtoniſbment ; now fi 
tkeniſelyes in order to penictrate' e every * 
and opening, and thereby favilitae Mt 
6ther times retiring” from the ſhokes; to >. erage Sh to. 
collect that variety of ſhellfiſh which is 115 1 of 
che poor? Who cat {68 the ſtorihs*of wind 
ſometimes with an impetueftey fuffelenthy frohg even 4 
move the earth, wichott — himſe f affected beyond 
the ffhere of mmon ideas? Can this wind which 
it a feu duys ago refreſhed cr Ameticar fields, 
und cooled us in the ſhade, be the ſite element 
. +8 chen 16 powerfally convulfes the witers 0 
the ſex, maſts the veſſels, caufesſo many Thipwreeks, 
and ſuch extenſive deſolations? How diminutive does 
a man appear to himſelf when filled with theſe thoughts, 
and ſtanding as] did on the verge of the . This 
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family lived entirely by fiſhing, for the plongh has not 
— yet to diſturb the —_—_ ſurface of the netigh- 
— — and to what purpoſe could this ope- 
ration rformed! Where is jt that mankind will 
not find ſafety, peace, and abundance, with freedom 
and civil happineſs? Nothing was wanting here to 
make this a moſt philoſophical retreat, but a few an- 
cient trees, to ſhelter contemplation in its beloved 
ſolitude. There I ſaw a numerous family-of children of 
various . apþ Br bleſſings of an early marriage; they 
were ruddy as the cherry; healthy as the fiſh they 
lived on, hardy as the pine knots: the eldeſt were 
already able to encounter the boiſterous waves, and 
ſnuddered not at their approach; early initiating 
themſelves in the myſteries of that ſeafaring career, for 
which they were all intended: the younger, timid as 
yet, on the edge of a leſs agitated pool, were teaching 
themſelves with nut-ſhells-- and pieces of wood, in 
imitation of boats, how to navigate in a future day 
the larger veſſels of their father, through a rougher 
and deeper ocean. I ſtaid two days there on purpoſe- 
to become acquainted with the different branches of 
their economy, and their manner of living in this ſingu- 
lar retreat. The clams, the oyſters of the ſhores, 
with the addition of Indian Dumplings v, conſtituted 
their daily and moſt ſubſtantial food. Larger fiſh 
were often caught on the neigbouring rip; thele afford- 
ed thei their greateſt dainties; they had hkewiſe plen- 
ty of ſmoked bacon,  'The noiſe of the wheels announ- 
ced the induſtry of the mother and daughters; one of 
them had been bred a weaver, and having a loom 
in the houſe, found means of cloathing the whole 
family; they were perfectly at eaſe.-and ſeemed to want 
for nothing. I found very few books among theſe 
people, who have very little time for reading ; the 
ible and a few ſchool tracts, both in ; the Nattick and 
Engliſh languages, conſtituted their moſt . li- 


ladiaa Dumplings are « pecaller preparation of Iadlan mea, 
boiled in large lumps, | 
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braries. I ſaw indeed ſeveral copies of Hudibras, and 
Joſephus; but no one knows who firſt unported them. 

t is ſomething extraordinary to ſee this people, pro- 
feſſedly ſo grave, and ftrangers to every branch of 
literature, reading with pleaſure the former 
which ſhould ſeem to require ſome de of taſte 
and antecedent hiſtorical knowledge. They all read 
it much, and can by memory repeat many paſlages ; 
which yet I could not diſcover that they underſtood 
the beauties of. Is it not a little ſingular to ſee theſe 
books in the hands of fiſhermen, who are perfeQ ſtran- 
gers almoſt to any other? Joſephus' hiſtory is in- 
deed intelligible, and much fitter for their modes of 
education and taſte ; as it deſcribes the hiſtory of a peo- 
ple from whom we have received the prophecies which 
we believe, and the religious laws which we follow. 

Learned travellers, returned from ſeeing the paintings 
and antiquities of Rome and Italy, till filled with the 
admiration and reverence they inſpire ; would hardl 
be perſuaded that ſo contemptible a ſpot, whic 
contains nothing remarkable but the genius and the 
induſtry of its inhabitants, could ever be an object 
worthy of attention, But I, having never ſeen the 
beauties which Europe contains, chearfully fatisfy 
myſelf with attentively examining what my native 
country exhibits: if we have 2 ancient amphi- 
theatres, gilded palaces, nor elevated ſpires: we enjoy 
in our woods a ſubſtantial happineſs which the wonders 
of art cannot communicate. None among us ſuffer 
oppreſſion either from government or religion; there 
are very few r except the idle, and fortunate- 
ly the force · of example, and the moſt ample en- 
couragement, ſoon create a new principle of activity, 
which had been extinguiſhed perhaps in their native 


country, for want of thoſe 1 which ſo 
often compel honeſt Europeans to ſeek ſhelter among us. 
The means of procuring ſubſiſtence in Europe are limit- 
ed ; the army may be full, the navy may abound with 
ſeamen, the land perhaps wants no additional labourers, 
the manufacturer is overcharged with NP 
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hands; what then muſt become of the unemployed ? 
Here, on the contrary, human/induſtry has acquired a 
boundleſs field to exert irfelf ina field which will: not 
; be folly culnvated in many ages! 
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DESCRIPTION OF CHARLES-TOWN; THOUGHTS 


ON SLAVERY; ON PHYSICAL EVIL;, X' MELAN= 
CHOLY SCENE, a 


. HARLES- TOWN is, in the north, what 
Lima is in the ſouth; both are . of the richeſt 
provinces of their reſpective hemiſpheres: you may 
therefore conjecture, that both cities muſt exhibit the 
appearances neceſſarily reſulting from riches. Peru 
abounding in gold, Lima is filled with inhabitants who 
enjoy all thoſe gradations of pleaſure, refinement, and 
luxury, which proceed from wealth. Carolina pro- 
duces commodities, more valuable perhaps than gold, 
becauſe they are gained by greater induſtry; it exhi- 
bits alſo on our northern ſtage, a diſplay of riches and 
luxury, inferior indeed to the former, but far ſuperior 
to what are to be ſeen in our northern towns. Its ſitu- 
ation is admirable, being built at the confluence of 
two large rivers, which receive in their courſe a great 
number of inferior ſtreams ; all navigable, in the ſpring, 
for flat boats. Here the produce of this extenſive ter- 
ritory concentres ; here therefore is the ſeat of the 
moſt valuable exportation; their waarfs, their docks, 
their magazines, are extremely convenient to facilitate 
this great commercial buſineſs. The inhabitants are 
the gayeſt in America; it is called the center of our 
beau monde, and is always filled with the richeſt plan- 
ters of the province, who reſort hither in queſt of 
health and pleaſure. Here are always to be ſeen a 
reat number of valetudinarians from the Weſt - Indies, 
Leking for the renovation of health, exhauſted by the 
debilitating nature of their ſun, air, and modes of liv- 
ing. Many of theſe Weſt-Indians have I ſeen, at 
thirty, loaded with the infirmities of old age; for 
nothing is more common in thoſe countries o hy 
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than for perſons to loſe the abilities of enjoying the 
comforts of hife, at a time when we northern men juſt 
begin to tafte the fruits of our labour and prudence. 
The round of pleaſure and the expences of thoſe citi- 
» =zens' tables, are much ſuperior to what you would 
imagine: indeed the growth of this town and province 
have been aſtoniſhingly rapid. It is pity that the nar- 
rowneſs of: the neck on which it ſtands prevents it 
from increaſing ; and which is the reaſon why houſes 
are ſo dear. Fhe heat of the climate, which is ſome- 
times very great in the interior parts of the country, 
is always temperate in Charles-T own ; though ſome- 
times when they have no ſea breezes the ſun is too 
powerful. The climate renders exceſſes of all kinds 
very dangerous, particularly thoſe of the table; and 
yet, inſenſible, or fearleſs of danger, they live on, and 
enjoy a ſhort and a merry life; the rays of their ſun 
leem to urge them irreſiſtibly to diſſipation and plea- | 
ſure : on the contrary, the women, from being abſte- 
mious, reach to a longer period of life, and ſeldom 
die without having had ſeveral huſbands. An Euro- 
an at his firſt arrival muſt be greatly ſurpriſed when 
e ſees the elegance of their houſes, their ſumptuous 
furniture, as well as the magnificence of their tables; 
can he imagine himſelf in a country, the eſtabliſhment 
of which is fo recent? I ES 595 
The three principal claſſes of inhabitants are, law- 
pers, planters, and merchants; this is the province 
which has afforded to, the firſt the richeſt ſpoils, for 
nothing can exceed their wealth, their power, and 
their influence. They have reached the ne plus ultra 
of worldly felicity ; no plantation is ſecured, no title 
is good, no will is valid, but what they dictate, regu- 
tate, and approve. The whele waſs of provincial pro- 
perty is become tributary to this ſociety ; which, far 
above prieſts and biſhops, diſdain to be ſatisfied with 
the poor Moſaical portion of the tenth. I appeal to 
the many inhabitants, who, while contending perhaps 
for their right to a few hundred acres, have loſt by 
the maxes of the law their whole patriniony,, Theſe. 
men ate more properly law giyers than jaterpreters of 
the 
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the law; and have united here, as well as in moſt 
other provinces, the {kill and dexterity of the ſcribe 
with the power and ambition- of the prince: who can 
tell where this may lead in a future day? The na- 
ture of our laws, and the ſpirit of freedom, which of- 
ten tends to make us litigious, muſt neceſſarily throw 
the greateſt part of the property of the colonies into 
the hands of theſe gentlemen, In another century; the 
law will poſſeſs in the north, what now the. church 

eſſes in Peru and Mexice;' '- eG 

- While all is joy, feſtivity, and happineſs in Charles- _ 
Town, would you imagine that fcenes of -miſexy-over= 
ſpread in the country ? - Their ears by habit are become 

eaf, their hearts are bardened ; they neither ſee, 
hear, nor feel for the woes of their poor ſlaves, from 
whoſe painful labours all their wealth proceeds, Here 
the horrors of ſla very, the hardſhip) of inceſſant toils, 
are unſeen; and no one thinks wich flion of thoſe 
ſhowers of {ſweat and of tears which the bodies of 
Africans, daily drop, and moiſten the ground they 
till, The cracks of the whip 'urging theſe miſerable 
beings to exceſſive labour, are far too diſtant froni the 
gay Capital to be heard. The choſen race eat, drink, 
and live happy, while the unfortunate one grubs 
the ground, raiſes mug or huſks the rice; expo 
eck to a ſun full as ſcorching as their native - one; 


without the ſupport of good food, without the cor- 


dials of any chearing liquor. This great contraſt 
bas often afforded me ſubjects of the moſt uffliQ- 
ing meditation. On the one fide, behold a people en- 
joying all that life affords moſt bewitching and plea- 
furable, without labour, without fatigue, hardly ſub- 
jected to the trouble of wiſhing. - With gold, dug 
from Peruvian mountains, they order veſſels to the 
coaſts of Guinea; by virtue of that gold, wars, mur- 
ders, and devaſtations are committed in ſome harm- 
leſs peaceable African neighbourhood, where dwelt. 
innocent people, who even knew not but that all men 
were black. 'The daughter torn from her weepin 
mother, the child from the wretched parents, the with 
from the loving huſhand ; whole fauilies ſwept away 
and 
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and brought through ſtorms and tempeſts to- this rich 
metropolis ! There, arranged like horſes at à fair, they 
are branded like .cattle, and then driven to toil, to 
ſtarve, and to languiſh for a few years on the differ- 
ent plantations of theſe citizens. And for whom muſt 
they work? For perſons they know not, and who 
have no other power over them than that of violence,; 
no other gight than what this. accurſed metal has given 
them! Strange order of things! Oh, Nature, where 
art thou ?—Are not theſe blacks thy children as well 
as we? On the other ſide, nothing is to be ſeen but 
the moſt diffuſive miſery and wretchednefs, unreliey- 
ed even in thought or wiſh! Day after day they 
drudge on without any proſpect of ever reap pv 
— re they are obliged to devote their lives, 
their limbs, their will, aud every vital exertion to 
ſwell the wealth of maſters ; who look not upon them 
with half the indneſs and affection with which they 
conſider their dags and horſes. Kindneſs and uffection 
are not the portion of thoſe who till the earth, who 
carry burdens, who convert the logs into uſeful boards. 
This reward, ſimple and natural as one would con- 
ceiye it, would border on huinanity ; and planters muſt 
have none of it! e en | 
If negroes are permitted to become fathers, this. fa- 
tal indulgence only tends to. increaſe their miſery : the 
poor companions of their ſcanty en ba 


. 


the companions of their labours; and when at ſome - 
critical ſeaſons they could with, to ſee them. relieved, 
with tears in their eyes they hebold them perhaps 
doubly. oppreſſed, obliged to bear the burden of na- 
dure -a fatal preſent— as well as that of unabated taſks. 
How many have I ſeen curſing the irreſiſtible propen- 
ſny, and regretting, that by having taſted of thoſe 
harmleſs joys, they had become the authors of double 
miſery to their wives. Like their maſters, they are 
not permitted to partake of thoſe ineffable ſenſations 
with which nature inſpires the hearts of fathers and 
mothers; they muſt repel them all, and become cal- 
lous and paſſive, This unnatural ſtate often; occaſions 
the moſt acute, the moſt pungent of their, Alons 3 
8 ey 


h 
* . 
0 
t 
d 
| 


NEGRO SLAVERY: ug 


they have no time, like us, tenderly. to rear their help- . 
leſs offspring, to nurſe, them on their knees, to enjoy 
the delight of being parents Their paternal fondneſs 
is embittered by con enng, that if their children live, 
they muſt live to be ſlaves like themſelves; no time is 
allowed them to exerciſe their pious office, the mothers 
muſt faſten them on their backs, and, with this double 
load follow their huſbands in the fields, where they 
too often hear no other found than that of the yoice 
or whip of the taſk maſter, and the cries of their in- 
fants, broiling in the ſun. Theſe unfortunate crea- 
tures cry and weep like their parents, without a poſſi- 
bility of relief; the very inſtinct of the brute, ſo lau- 
dable, ſo irreſiſtible, runs counter here to their maſter's 
intereſt ; and to that God, all the laws of nature muft 
give way. Thus planters get rich; fo raw, ſo unex- 
rienced am I in this mode of life, that were I to be 
poſſeſſed of a plantation, and my ſlaves treated as in 
general they are here, never could I reſt in peace; 


5 ſleep would be perpetually diſturbed by a retroſpe& 
0 


the frauds committed in Africa, in order to entrap 
them ; frauds ſurpaſſing in enormity every thing which 


a common mind can poſſibly conceive. I ſhould be 


thinking of the barbarous treatment they meet with 
on ſhip-board ; of their anguiſh, of the deſpair neceſ- 
farily inſpired by their fituation, -when torn from their. 
friends and relations; when delivered into the hands 
of a people differently coloured, whom they cannot 
underftand ; carried in a ſtrange machine over an ever 
azitated element, which they had never ſeen before; 
and finally delivered over to the ſeverity of the whip- 
rs, and the exceſſive labours of the field. Can it 
be poſſible that the force of cuſtom ſhould ever make 
me deaf to all; theſe reflections, and as infenſible ta 
the injuſtice of that trade, and to their miſeries, as 
the rich inhabitants of this town. ſeem to be? What 
then is man; this being who boaſts ſo much of the ex- 
cellence and dignity of his nature, among that variety 
of unſcrutable myſteries, of Ut el probleus. 


with which he is ſurrounded? The reaſon why man 
has been thus created, is _ the leaſt aſtoniſhing ! It 


is ſaid, 


tiſing their chi 
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is ſaid, I know, that they are much happier here than 
in the Weſt- Indies; becauſe land being cheaper upon 
this continent than in thoſe iflands, the fields allowed 
them to raiſe their ſubſiſtence from, are in general 
more extenſive. The only poſſible chance of any alle- 
viation depends on the humour of the planters, who, 
bred-in the midſt of ſla ves, learn from the example of 
their parents to deſpiſe them; and ſeldom conceive 
either from religion or philoſophy, any ideas that tend 
to make their fate leſs | calamitous ; except ſome 
ſtrong native tenderneſs of heart, ſome rays of phi- 
lanthropy, overcome the obduracy contracted by ha- 
bit. 5 1 

\ TI have not reſided here long enough to become in- 
ſenſible of pain for the objects which I every day be- 
hold. In the choice of my friends and acquaintance, 
I always endeayour to find out thoſe whoſe diſpoſitions 
are ſomewhat congenial with my own. We have ſlaves 
likewiſe in our northern provinces; I hope the time 
draws near when they will be all emancipated : but 
how different their lot, how different their ſituation, 
in every poſſible reſpect! They enjoy as much liberty 
as their maſters, they are as well clad, and as well 


fed; in health and ſickneſs they are tenderly taken 


care of; they live under the fame roof, and are, truly 


ſpeaking, a part of our families, Many of them are 


taught to read and write, and are well inſtructed in 
the principles of religion ; they are the companions 
of our labours, and treated as ſuch ; they enjoy many 
perquiſites, many eſtabliſhed holidays, and. are not 
obliged to work more than white people. They mar- 
ry where inclination leads them; viſit their wives every 
week; are as decently clad as the common people; 
they are indulged in educating, cheriſhing, and chaſ- 

* who are taught ſubordination to 
them as to their lawful parents: in ſhort, they parti- 
cipate in many of the benefits of our ſociety, without 
being obliged to Bear any of its burthens. They are 
fat. healthy, and hearty, and far from repining at 
their fate; they think themſelves happier than many 
of the lower claſs of whites : they ſhare with _ 

| maſters 


NEGRO SLAVERY. 147 


maſters the wheat and meat proviſion they help to raiſe 
many of thoſe. whom the good Quakers have emanci- 
pated, have received that great benefit with tears of 
regret, and have never quitted, though free, their for- 
mer maſters and benefaQdrs. | 1 
But js it really true, as I haye heard it aſſerted here, 
that thoſe blacks are incapable of feeling the ſpurs of 
emulation, and the chearful found of. encouragement ? 
By no means; there are a thouſand proofs exiſting 
of their gratitude. and fidelity: thoſe hearts in which 
ſuch. noble diſpoſitions can grow, are then like our's, 
they are- ſuſceptible of every generous ;ſentiment, of 
every uſeful motive of action; they are capable of 
receiving lights, of imbibing ideas that would greatly 
alleviate the weight of their miſeries. But what me- 
thods have in general been made uſe of to obtain fo 
deſirable an end? None ; the day on which they ar- 
ve and are ſold, is the firſt of their labours ; labours, 
-which from that hour admit of no reſpite ; for though 
indulged by law with relaxation on Sundays, they ate 
obliged to employ that time which is intended for reſt, 
to till their little plantations, What can be expected 
from wretches in ſuch circumſtances? Forced front 
their native country, cruelly treated when on board, and 
not leſs ſo on the plantations to which they are driven; 
is there any thing in this treatment but what muft 
kindle all the paſſions, ſow the ſeeds of inveterate re- 
ſentment, and nouriſh a wiſh, of perpetual revenge? 
They are left to the irreſiſtible effects of thoſe ſtrong 
and natural propenſities; the blows they receive are 
they conducive to extinguiſh them, or to win their 
affections? thgy are neither ſoothed by the hopes that 
their ſlavery will ever terminate but with their lives; 
or yet encouraged by the goodneſs of their food, or 
the mildneſs of their treatment. The very hopes held 
out to mankind by religion, that conſolatory ſyſtem, 
ſo uſeful to the miſerable, are never preſented to them; 
neither moral nor phyſical means ate made uſe of to 
ſoften their chains; they are left in their original and 
untutored ſtate; that very ſtate wherein the natural 
propenſities of revenge and warm paſſions, are ſo ſoon 
H 2 kindled, 
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kindled. Cheered by no one ag motive that can 
impel the will, or excite their rts; nothing but 
terrors and puniſhments are preſented to them; death 
is denounced if they run away ; horrid delaceration if 
they ſpeak with their native freedom ; perpetually aw- 
ed by the terrible cracks of whips, or by the fear of 
capital puniſhments, while even thoſe puniſhments 
often fail of their purpoſe. 
A clergyman ſettled a few years ago at George- 
Town, and feeling as I do now, warmly recommend- 
ed to the planters, from the pulpit, a relaxation of ſe- 
verity ; he introduced the benignity of Chriſtianity, 
and pathetically made uſe of the admirable precepts of 
that ſyſtem to melt the hearts of his congregation in- 
to a greater degree of compaſſion toward their ſla ves 
than had been hitherto cuſtomary ; Sir (faid one of 
his hearers) we pay you a genteel falary to read 
to us the prayers of the liturgy and to explain 
to us ſuch parts of the Goſpel as the rule of the 
* church direts ; but we do not want you to teach 
us what we are to do with our blacks.” The cler- 
gyman found it prudent to with-hold any farther ad- 
monition. Whence this aſtoniſhing right, or rather 
this barbarous cuſtom, for moſt certainly we have no 
kind of right beyond that of force? We are told, it 
is true, that ſlavery cannot be fo repugnant to human 
nature as we at firſt imagine, becauſe it has been prac- 
tiſed in all ages, and in all nations: the Lacedemoni- 
ans themſelves, thoſe great aſſerters of liberty, con- 
quered the Helotes with the deſign of. making them 
their ſlaves; the Romans, whom we confider as our 
maſters in civil and military policy, lized in the exer- 
ciſe of the moſt horrid oppreſſion ; they conquered td 
plunder and to enſlave. What a hideous aſpect the 
tace of the earth muſt then have exhibited ! -Pro- 
vinces, towns, diſtricts, often depopnlated ; their in- 
habitants driven to Rome, the greateſt market in the 
world, and there fold by thouſands ! The Roman do- 
minions were tilled by the hands of unfortunate peo- 
ple, who had once been, like their victors free, rich, 
and poſſeſſed of every benefit ſociety can confer; un- 
| til 
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til they became ſubjeQ to the cruel right of war, and 
to tawleſs force. Is there then no ſuperintending.power 
who conducts the moral operations of the world, as 
well as the phyſical ? The ſame fublime band which 
ides the planets round the ſun with ſo much exact- 
neſs, which preſerves .the arrangement of the whole 
with ſuch exalted wiſdom and - paternal care, and 
prevents the vaſt ſyſtem from falling into confuſi- 
on; doth it abandon mankind to all the errors, the 
follies, and the miſeries, which their moſt frantic rage, 
and _ moſt dangerous vices and paſſions can pro- 
duce 8 | 
The hiſtory of the earth! doth it preſent any thing 
but crimes of the moſt heinous nature, committed from 
one end of the world to the other? We obſerve ava- 
rice, rapine, and murder, . equally prevailing in all 
parts. Hi ory perpetually tells us, of millions of peo- 
ple abandoned to the caprice of the maddeſt princes, 
and of - whole nations devoted to the blind fury of 
tyrants. Countries deſtroyed ; nations alternately bu- 
ried in ruins by other nations; ſome parts of the world 
beautifully cultivated, and returned again into their 
priſtine ſtate ; the fruits of ages of induſtry, the toil 
of thouſands in a ſhort time deſtroyed by few ! If one 
corner breathes in peace for a few years, it is, in turn 
ſubjeQed, torn, and levelled; one would almoſt be- 
lieve the 2 Þ ©up of action in man, conſidered as the 
firſt agent of 7 gn to be poiſoned in their moſt 
eſſential parts. We certainly are not that claſs of be- 
ings which we vainly think ourſelves to be; man an 
animal of prey, ſeems to have rapine and the love of 
bloodſhed implanted in his heart; nay, to hold it the 
moſt honourable occupation in ſociety: we never 
ſpeak of a hero of mathematics, a hero of knowledge 
or humanity; no, this illuſtrious appellation is re- 
ſerved for the moſt ſucceſsful butchers of the world. 
If nature has given us a fruitful ſoil to inhabit, ſne has 
refuſed us ſuch inclinations and propenſities as would 
afford us the full enjoyment of it. Extenſive as the 
ſurface of this planet is, not one half of it is yet cul- 
tivated, not half repleniſhed ; ſhe created man, and 
IND, H 3 - placed 
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placed'him either in the woods or plains, and provided 
tim with paſſions which muſt for ever oppoſe his ha 
pineſs : every thing is ſubmitted to the power of 
ſtrongeſt; men, like the elements, are always at war; 
.the weakeft yield to the moſt potent; force, ſubtilty, 
'and malice, always triumph over unguarded honeſty, 
and ſimplicity. Benignity, moderation, and juſtice; 
are virtues adapted only to the bumble paths of life: 
we love to talk of virtue and to admire its beauty, 
while in the ſhades of ſolitude; and retirement; but 
when we ſtep forth into active life, if it happen to be 
in competition with any paſſion or deſire, do we ob- 
ſerve it to prevail ?' Hence ſo many religious — — 
have triumphed over the credulity of mankind, and 
have rendered their frauds the creeds of ſucceeding 
generations, during the courſe of many ages; until 
worn away by time, they have been replaced by new 
ones. Hence the moſt unjuſt war, if ſupported by"the! 
greateſt force, always ſucceeds ; ' hence the moſt juſt* 
ones, when ſupported only by their juſtice, as often 
ſail. Such is the aſcendancy of power; the ſupreme 
arbiter of all the revolutions which we obſerve in this' 
planet: fo irreſiſtible is power, that it often thwarts' 
the tendency of the moſt forcible cauſes, and prevents 
their ſubſequent falutary effects, though ordained for 
the good of man by the Governor of the univerſe: 
Such is the perverſeneſs of human nature; who can 
deſcribe it in all its latitude ? 1 9 4 
In the moments of our philanthropy we often talk 
of an indulgent nature, a kind parent, who for the be- 
nefit of mankind has taken fingular-pains to vary the 
genera of plants, fruits, grain, and the different pro- 
ductions of the earth; and has ſpread peculiar: bleſ- 
ſings in each climate; This js undoubtedly an obje&- 
of contemplation which calls forth our warmeſt' grati- 
tude ; for ſo ſingularly benevolent have thoſe pater- 
nal intentions been, that where barrenneſs of foil or 
ſeverity of climate prevail, there ſhe has implanted in 
the heart of man, ſentiments which-over-balance eve- 
ry miſery, #nd ſupply the place of every want. She 
has given to the inhabitants of theſe regions, an at- 
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tachment to their ſa vage rocks and wild ſhores, un-, 
known to thoſe who inhabit the fertile fields of the 
temperate zone. Vet if we attentively view this globe, 
will it not appear rather a place of. puniſhment, than 
of delight? And what misfortune !] that thoſe puniſh- 
ments ſhould fall on the innocent, and its few delights 
be enjoyed by the moſt unworthy. Famine, diſeaſes, 
elementary convulfions, human, feuds, diſſentions, & c. 
are the produce of every climate; each climate pro: 
dnces beſides, vices, and miſeries peculiar to its lati- 
tude; ;: View-.the frigid ſterility, of the north, whoſe 
famiſhed. inhabitants hardly acquainted with the ſun, 
live; and fare worſe than the Bears they hunt: and to 
which” they are ſuperior only in the faculty of ſpeak» 
ing. View the arctic and antarctic regions, thoſe huge 
voids, where nothing lives; regions of eternal ſnow: 
where winter in all his horrors has eſtabliſned his 
throne, and. arreſted every creative power of nature. 
Will you call the miſerable ſtragglers in theſe. coun- 
tries by the name of men? Now contraſt this frigid 
power of the north and ſouth with that of the ſun g 
examine the parched lands of the torrid zone, replete 
with ſulphurous exhalations ; view thoſe countries, of 
Aſia ſubject to peſtilential infectious which lay nature 
waſte ; view this globe often convulſed both from 
within and without; pouring forth from ſeveral mouths, 
rivers of boiling matter, which are imperceptibly leav- 
ing immenſe ſubterranean graves, wherein millions will 
one day periſh-!- Lock at the poiſonous . ſoil of the 
equator, at thoſe putrid ſlimy tracks, - teeming - with 
horrid monſters; the enemies of the human race ; look 
next at the andy continent, ſcorched: perhaps by the 
fatal approach of ſome ancient comet, now the abode 
of - deſolation;: - Examine the rains; the convulſive 
ſtorms of thoſe climates, where maſſes of ſulphur, bi- 
tumen; and electrical fire; combining thgirdreadful pow- 
ers, are inceſſantly hovering and burtting.over. a globe 
threatened with diſſolution. On this little ſhell, how 
very few are the-ſpots-where man can live and flouriſh,;. 
even under thoſe mild climates which ſeem to breathe 
peace and happineſs, * poiſon of ſlavery, the * 
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of deſpotiſm, and the rage of ſuperſtition, are all com- 
bined againſt man! There only the few live and rule ; 


. whilſt the many ſtarve and utter ineffeQual complaints 


there, human nature appears more debaſed, perhaps 


than in the leſs favoured climates. The fertile plains 
of Afia, the rich low lands of Egypt and of Diarbeck, 
the fruitful fields bordering on the Tygris and the 


Euphrates, the extenſive country of the Eaft-Indies in. 
all its ſeparate diſtricts; all theſe muſt to the, been: 
phical eye, ſeem as if intended for terreſtrial para- 
diſes: but though ſurrounded with the ſpontaneous 
riches of nature, though her kindeſt favours ſeem to 
be ſhed on thoſe beautiful regions with the moſt pro- 
ſuſe hand; yet there in general we find the moft 
wretched people in the world. Almoſt every where, 


liberty fo natural to mankind, is refuſed, or rather en- 


joyed but by their tyrants ; the word ſlave, is the 
appellation of every rank, who adore as a divinity, a 
being worſe than themſelves ; ſubject to every caprice, 
and to every lawleſs rage which unreſtrained power 
can give. Tears are ſhed, perpetual groans are heard, 


| Where only the accents of peace, alacrity, and gra- 


titude ſhould reſound. There A very delirium Ge 
tyranny tram on the beſt gifts of nature, 

— with = fate, the happineſs, the lives of 
millions: there the extrenie fertility of the ground 
always indicates the extreme mifery of the inhabi- 


z 


Every where one part of the human ſpecies are 
taught the art of ſhedding the blood of the other ; 


of ſetting fire to their dwellings ; of levelling the 


works of their induſtry : half of the exiſtence of na- 
tions regularly employed in deſtroying other nations. 
What little political felicity is to be met with here 


and there, has coſt oceans of blood to purchaſe; as 
if good was never to be the portion of unhappy man. 


Republics, kingdoms, monarchies, founded either on 
fraud or frccebiful violence, increaſe by purſuing the 
Geps of the ſame policy, until they are deſtroyed, in 
their turn, either by the influence of their own crimes, 
or by more ſucceſsful, but equally criminal * 
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If from this general review of human nature, we 
deſcend to the examination of what is called civilized 
ſociety ; there the combination of every natural and 
artificial want, makes us pay _ dear for what little 


"ſhare of political felicity we enjoy. It is a ſtrange 


heterogeneous aſſemblage of vices and virtues, and of 
a variety of other principles, for ever at war, for ever 
jarring, for ever producing ſome dangerous, ſome diſ- 
treſſing extreme. Where do you conceive then that 
nature intended we ſhould be happy? Would you 
prefer the ſtate of men in the woods, to that. of men 
in a more improved ſituation? Evil preponderates in 
both; in the firſt they often eat each other for want 
of food, and in the other they often ſtarve each other 
for want of room. For my part, I think the vices 
and miſeries to be found in the latter, exceed thoſe 
of the former; in which: real evil is more ſcarce, 
more ſupportable, and leſs enormous. Vet we wiſh 
to ſee the earth peopled; to accompliſh the happineſs 
of kingdoms, which is faid to conſiſt in numbers. 
Gracious God! to what end is the introduction of 
ſo many beings into a mode of exiſtence in which they 
muſt grope amidſt as many errors, cominit as many 
crimes, and meet with as many diſeaſes, wants, and 
ſufferings! % 

The following ſcene will I hope account for theſe 
melancholy reflections, and apologize for the gloomy - 
thoughts with which I have filled this letter: my 
mind is, and always has been, oppreſſed ſince I be- 
came a witneſs to it, I was not long ſince invited to 
dine with a planter who lived three miles from ——, 
where he then reſided. In order to avoid the heat of 
the ſun, I reſolved to go on foot, ſheltered in a 
ſmall path leading thro' a pleaſant wood. I was leiſurely 
travelling along, attentively examining ſome peculiar 
plants Which 1 had collected, when all at once | felt 
the air ſtrongly agitated; though the day was per- 
fectly calm and ſultry. I immediately caſt my eyes to- 
ward the cleared ground, from which I was but at 
a ſmall diſtance, in order to ſee whether it was not 
occaſioned by a ſudden ſhower ; when at that inſtant 
Y N HJ ſourd 
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- the edges of the hollow 


it to the quivering lips of the wretched ſufferer. 
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* ſound reſe bling a deep rou h voice, uttered, as I. 
thought a few inarticulate manbh llables Alarmed 
and; {urptized, I precipitately looked all around, when 
J perceived at about fix rods diſtance ſomething re. 
ſembling a cage, ſuſpended to the limbs of a tree; alk 


- the bratches. of which appeared covered with large 
birds of prey, fluttering. about, and anxiouſly endea- 


vouring do perch on the cage. AQuated by an in- 
voluntary motion of my hands; more than by any de- 
fign of my mind, T fired at them; they all flew to a 
thort diſtance, with a moſt hideous noiſe : when, hor- 
rid to think and painful to repeat, I perceived a Ne- 

o ſuſpended: in the cage, and left there to expire ! 
f adder when I recolleCt that the birds had already 
picked out his eyes ; his cheek bones were bare; his 
arms had been attacked in ſeveral places, and his body 
ſeemed covered with a multitude of wounds. From 
ckets and from the lacera- 
tions with which he was disfigured, the blood lowly 


dropped, and tinged the ground beneath. No ſooner. 


were the birds flown, than ſwarms of inſects covered. 


| the whole body, of this unfortunate wretch, eager to 


feed on his mangled fleſh, and to drink his blood, I 
found myſelf ſuddenly arreſted by the power of af⸗ 
fright and terror; my nerves were convulſed; I trem- 
bled, 1 ſtood motionleſs, in voluntarily contemplating 


1 


che fate of this negro, in all its difmal latityde. The 


hving ſpectre, though deprived of his eyes, could ſtill 
aiftinRly hear, and in his uncouth dialect begged me 
to give him ſome water to allay. his thirſt, "ah. = 
herſelf would have recoiled back with horror; ſhe 
would have ballanced whether 10 leſſen ſuch relieflels 
diſtreſs, or mercifully with one blow to end this dread» 
ful ſcene of agonizing. torture! Had I had a ball in 
my gun, I certainly ſhould have diſpatched him; but 
finding myſelf unable to perform ſo kind an office, I 
ſought, though trembling, to relieve him as well as 
L could. A ſhell ready fixed to a pole, which had 
deen uſed by ſome negroes, preſented itſelf to me; fil- 
led it with water, and with tren.bling hands I ui 
rg 
dy 


— 
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By the irreſiſtible power of thirſt, he endeavoured to 


meet it, as he 1 its approach by 
the noiſe it made in paſſing through the r of the 


cage. * Tanks, you white man, tankd you, pus 


„ ſome poyſon and give me.“ How long have you 
been 1 ? I aſked him. Two days, and 
me no die; the binds, the birds; aagh me!” Oppreſſed 


with the reflections which this ſhocking ſpoctacle afford - 


ed me, I muſtered ſtrength enough to walk away; and 


ſoon reached the houſe at which I intended td dine. 


There TI heard that the reaſon for this-ſlave Being thus 
puniſhed, was on account of his having killed the o- 
verſeer of the plantation. They told me that the 
laws of ſelf-preſervation rendered ſuch executions ne- 
ceſſary; and fupported the doctrine of ſlavery with 
the arguments generally made uſe of to juſtify the, 
practice; with the repetition” of which I ſKall' not 
trouble” you at preſent, * F 


LETT E R. 


A 


* * — 
Adieu 
* 2 * 
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W H Y would you preſcribe this taſk; you know 
that what we take up ourſelves ſeems alw 7 lighter 
than what is impoſed on us by others. Lou inſi 
| on my ſaying ſomething about our ſnakes; and in re- 
| lating what I know concerning them, were it not for 

two ſingularities, the one of which I ſaw, ang the 

Other 1 creceived from an "oh wares I ſhould have 
but very little to obſerve. - The ſouthern provinces ate 

the countries where nature has formed the greateſt 
variety of alligators, fnakes, ſerpents, and ſcorpions, 

from the ſmalleſt ſize, up to the pine harren, the largeſt 
ſpecies known here. We have but two, whoſe ſtings 
S., are mortal, which deſerve to be mentioned; as for the 
F black one it is remarkable for nothing but its induſtry, 
agility, beauty, and the art of enticing birds -by the 
wer of its eyes. I admire it much, and never kill 

it though its formidable length” and appearance often - 
et the better of the philoſophy of ſome people, par- 
ticularly of Europeans. The moſt dangerous one is 
the pilot, or copperbead; for the poiſon of which no 

Temedy has yet been diſcovered. It bears the firſt name 

becauſe it always precedes the rattle-ſnake ; that is, 

uits its ſtate of torpidity in the ſpring a week before 
e other. It bears the ſecond name on account of its 

head being adorned with many copper-coloured ſpots, . 
It lurks in rocks near the water, and is extremely active 
and dangerous. Let man beware of it! I have heard 
only of one perſon who was ſtung by a copperhead 
in this country. The poor wretch inſtantly ſwelled in 

a moſt dreadful manner; a muhitude of ſpots of diffe- 
rent hues alternately appeared and vaniſhed, on diffe- 
rent parts of his body: his eyes were filled with _ 
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nefs and rage, he aſt them on all (pore with the, 
moſt vindictive looks: he thruſt out s tho as the 
ſnakes do; he hiſſed through his teeth with inconceiv- 
able ſtrength and became an object of terror to all by- 
ſtanders. To the lividneſs of a corpſe he united t 
deſperate. force of a maniac; they hardly were able to 
faſten him, ſo as to guard themſelyes from his attacks; 
when in the ſpace of two hours death relieved the poor 
wretch from his ſtruggles, . and the ſpeQators from their 
apprehenſions. The poiſon of the rattle-ſnake is not 
mortal in ſo ſhort a ſpace, and hence there is mote 
time to procure relief; we are acquainted with fe- 


veral antidotes with which almoſt every family is pro- 


vided, They are extremely inactive, and if not touched, 
are perfectly inoffenſive. I once faw, as I was travelli 

a great cliff which was full of them; I bandled fevers. 
and they appeared to be dead; were all entwined 
together, and thus they remain untiÞhe return of the 
ſun, . I found them out, by following the track of 
ſome wild hogs which had fed on'them ; and even the 
Indians often regale on them, When they find them 
aſleep, they put a ſmall forked ſtick over their necks, 
which they keep immoveably fixed on the ground; 
giving the ſnake a piece of leather to bite; and this 
they pull back ſeveral times with great force; until they 
obſerve their two poiſonous fangs torn out. Then they 
cut off the head, ſkin the body; and cook it as we do 
eels; and their fleſh is extremely ſweet and white. 
I once faw a tamed one, as gentle as you can poſſibly 


conceive a reptile to be; -it took to the water and ſwam - 


whenever it pleaſed ; and when the boys to whom it 
belonged called it back, their fummons was readily 
obeyed. It had been deprived of its fangs by the pre- 
ceding method; they often ſtroked it with a ſoft bruſh, 
and this friction ſeemed to cauſe the moſt pleaſing ſen- 
tions, for it would turn on its back to enjoy it, as 
a cat does before the fire. One of this ſpecies was the 
cauſe ſome years ago, of a moſt deplorable accident 
which hall relate to you, as I had it from the widow 
and mother of the victims. A Dutch farmer of the 
Minifink went to mowing, with his negroes, 2 bis 
: ; FRY Ty . Fo . 83 . to, 
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died in the morning, A little before he e 


applied oil 


left in the leather, after 
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Boots, a precaution uſed to prevent being og." Ind 
advertently he trod on a ſnake, which immediately flew 
at his legs; and as it drew back in order to renew its: 
blow, one of his negroes cut it in two with his ſcythe . 
They proſecuted their work, and returned home; at 


. night e farmer pulled off his boots and went to bed; 
and was ſoon after attacked with a ſtrange ficknefs' a 


his ſtemach.; he ſwelled, and before à pRyſician could. 
be ſent for, died. The ſudden death of this man diff. 
not cauſe much inquiry; the rei v wondered; 
as is uſual in ſuch caſes, arid withbut any further examin 
ation the corpſe ws buried. A few days after, the fon: 
put on his father's boots, and went'to the meadow ; at: 
night he pulled them off, went to bed, and was attack- 
ed with the ſame, ſymptoms about the ſame wen? * 
E. 
doQor came, but was not able W alen what could be 
the cauſe” of ſo ſingular a diſordet; however, rather 
than appear wholly at a loſs before the country people, 
he pronounced both father and ſon to have béen be- 
witched, Some weeks after, the widow fold all the 
moveables for the benefit of the younger children; and 
the farm was leaſed. One of the neighbours, who 
bought the boots, preſently put them on, and was 
attacked in the ſame manner as ihe other two had been; 
but this man's Wife being alarmed by what Bad happen- 
ed in the former family, diſpatched one of Her negroes, 
for an eminent phyſician, who forturiately having hear 
ſomething of this dreadful affair, gueſſed at the caufe; 
Kc. arid recovered the man. The boots 
which had been ſo fatal werte then carefully examined; 
and he found that the we, angs of the ſnake had been 
ne leat being, wrenched out of their 
ſockets 1 ſtrength with which the ſake Had drawn 
ad. The bladders which contaitied the pol- 
ſon, and fevergl of the ſmall neryes were Rl freſti, an: 
adhered to the boot. The wifortunate father and ſon 
Had ou poiſoned b piling I boots, wot 
ion they inpereeptibly ſcratched their legs with the: 
joints of the Luz throu he hollow ef ick, 
me of this aſtomſhing — was Conyeyed, 50 4 
; Ver 
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bave no doubt heard of their rattles, if you hate nor 
ſeen them; de only obſerustibn I wiſh" to make i, 
that the rattling is loud and diſtin& hen they kre an- 

y; and on the contrary, when pleaſed, it ſounds? 


ke a diftant * in which nothing diſtinct is 


heard. In the thick ſettlements, they are now become 
very ſcarce.; for wherever they are met with, open 


war is declared againſt them; ſo that in a few) years 
there will be nonè left but on our nibuntains. Thee“ 


black ſnake on the contrary, always divetts- me becauſe 
it excites no idea of danger. Their ſwiftneſs is aftoniſh-! 
ing; they will ſometimes equal that of an horſe; at 
other times they will climb up trees in- queſt. of our: 
tree toads; or glide on the ground at full length. 
On ſome occaſions they preſent themſelves half in the 


reptile ſtate, half ereQ'; their eyes and theit Heads in 


the erect poſture appear to great advantage: the former 
diſplays a fire which I have often admired, and it is by 


theſe they are enabled to faſcinate birds and ſquirrels. 


When they have fixed their eyes on an animal, th 

become immoveable; only turning their head ſome- 
times to the right and ſometinies to tHe left, but tilt 
with their * ſight invariably directed to the object. 
The diſtracted victim inſtead of flying its enemy, feetns- 
to be arreſted by ſome inviſible power; it ſcreams ; 
now approaches, and then recedes ; and after ſkippin 

about with unaccountable agitation, finally ruſhes 
into the jaws of the ſnake, and is ſwallowed, as ſoon 


as it is covered with a flime or glite to make it flide | 


eaſily down the throat of the deyourer. _ , 
One anecdote I muſt relate, the circumſtances of. 
which are as true as they are fingular, One of my 
conſtant walks when ani at leiſure, is in my lowlands; 
where I have the pleaſure. of ſeeing niy cattle, horſes, 
and colts, Exvberant grafs repleniſhes all my fields, 
the beſt repreſentative of our wealth; in the my 
of that track I have cut a "ditch eight feet wide, th 
banks of which nature adorns every ſpring with the. 
wild falendine, and other flowering weeds, which on 
theſe luxuriant grounds ſhoot up to a great height. 
Over this ditch 1 have ereded a bridge, capable of 
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bearing a loaded waggon; on each fide I carefully 
ſow 2 Sar, ſome grains of hemp, which riſe tp the 
height of fifteen feet, ſo ſtrong and ſo full of limbs as 
to reſemble young trees: I once aſcended one of 
them four feet above the ground. Theſe produce na- 


tural arbours, rendered often ſtill more compact by 
the aſſiſtance of an annual creeping plant which we 


call a vine, that never fails to entwine itſelf among 
their branches, and always produces a very deſirable. 


ſhade. From this ſimple grove I have amuſed myſelf 
an hundred times in obſerving the great number of hum- 


ming birds with which our country abounds : the wild 


bloſſoms every where attract the attention of theſe birds, 
which like bees ſubſiſt by ſuction. From this retreat 
I diſtinctly watch them in all their various attitudes; 


but their flight is ſo rapid, that you cannot diſtinguiſh 


the motion of their wings. On this. little bird nature 


has profuſely laviſhed ber moſt ſplendid colours; the 


moſt perfect azure, the moſt beautiful gold, the moſt 
dazzling red, are for ever in contraſt, and help to 
embelliſh the plumes of his majeſtic head. The rich- 
eſt pallet of the moſt luxuriant painter, could never 
invent any thing to be compared to the variegated tints, 
with which this inſect bird is arrayed. Its bill is as 
long and as ſharp as a coarſe ſewing needle ; like the 


bee, nature has taught it to find ont in the calix of 


flowers and bloſſoms, thoſe mellifluous particles that 
ſerve it for ſufficient food; and yet it ſeems to leave 
them untouched, undeprived of any thing that our eyes 
can poſſibly diſtinguiſh. When it feeds, it appears as if 
unmoveable, though continually on the wing; and 
ſometimes, from what motives I know not, it will teax 
and lacerate flowers into a Hundred pieces: for ſtrange 
to tell, they are the moſt iraſcible of the feathered tribe. 
Where do paſſions find room in fo diminutive a body? 
They often fight with the fury of lions, until one of 
the combatants falls a ſacrifice and dies. When fa- 
tigued, it has often perched within a few feet of me, 

d on ſuch favourable opportunities I have ſurveyed 
it with the moſt minute atiention. Its little eyes appear 


like diamonds refleQing light on every ſide ; moſt ele- 
h Tea eee 
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gantly finiſhed in all parts it is a miniature work of our 
great parent; who ſeems to have formed it the ſmall- 
eſt, and at the fame time the moſt beautiful of the 
winged ſpecies: e . 

As I was one day ſitting ſolitary and penſive in 
my primitive arbour my attention waz engaged by a 
ſtrange ſort of ruſtliug noiſe at ſome paces Akadce. -I 
looked all around without diſtinguiſhing any thing, 
until I climbed one of my great hemp ſtalks; when to 
my aſtoniſhment, I beheld two ſnakes of confiderable 
length, the one purſuing the other with great celerity 
through a hemp ſtubble field. The aggreſſor was of 
the black kind, fix feet long; the fugitive was a water 
ſnake, nearly of equal dimenſions. They ſoon met, 
and in the fury of their firſt encounter, they Appeared 
in an inſtant firmly twiſted together; and whilſt their 
united tails beat the ground, mutually tried with open 
Jaws. to lacerate each other. What a fell aſpect did 
they preſent! their heads were compreſſed to a very 
ſmall ſize, their eyes flaſhed fire; and after this con- 
flit had laſted about five minutes, the ſecond found 
means to diſengage itſelf from the firft, and hurried 
toward the ditch. Its antagoniſt inſtantly aſſumed a 
new poſture, and half creeping and half ere, with 
a majeſtic mein, overtook and attacked the other again, 
which placed itſelf in the Game attitude, and prepared 
to reſiſt. The ſcene was uncommen and beautiful; 
for thus oppoſed they fought with their jaws, biting 
each other with the utmoſt rage: but notwithſtanding 
this appearance of mutual courage and fury, the water 
ſnake fal ſeemed deſirous of retreating towards the 
ditch, its natural element. This was no ſooner perceiv- 
ed by the keen-eyed black one, than twiſting its tail 
twice round a ſtock of hemp, and ſeizing ifs adverſary 
by the throat, not by means of its jaws, but by twiſt- 
ing its own neck twice round that of the water ſnake, 
pulled it back from the ditch. To prevent a defeat 
the latter took hold likewiſe of a ſtalk on the bank, 
and by the acquiſition of that point of reſiſtance became 
a match for its fierce antagoniſt. Strange was this to 
behold ; two great ſnakes ſtrongly adhering to the 

| ground 
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ground mutually faſtened together by means of the 
writhings which laſſied them to each other, and ſtretch- 
ed at their full length, they pulled but pulled in vain; 
and in the moments of greateſt exertions that part of 
their bodies which was entwined, ſeemed extreniely 
ſmall, while the reſt appeared inflated, and now'and 
then convulſed with ſtrong undulations, rapidly follow- 
ing each other, Their eyes ſeerned on fire. and 5 
to ſtart out of their heads; at one time the conflict 
ſeemed decided; the water · ſnake bent itſelf into tuo 
great folds, and by that operation rendered the other 
more than commonly outſtretched; the next minute 
the new ſtruggles of the black one gained an unexpect- 
ed ſuperiority, it acquired Ts great folds” likewife, 
which neceſſarily extended the body of its adverſary in 
proportion as it had contracted its own. Theſe efforts 
were alternate; victory ſeemed doubtful, inclining ſome- 
times to the one fide and ſometimes to the other; until 
at laſt the ſtalk to which the black ſnake faſtened, fud- 
denly gave way, and in conſequence of this accident 
they both plunged into the ditch, The water did not 
extinguiſh their vindictive rage; for by their agitations 
J could trace, though not diſtinguiſh their mutual at- 
tacks. They ſoon re-appeared on the ſurface twiſted' 
together, as in their firſt oaſet; but the black ſnake 
ſeemed to retain its wonted ſuperiority, for its head 
was exactly fixed above that of the other, which it 
inceſſantly preſſed down under the water, until it was 
ſtifled, and ſunk. The viQor no ſooner perceived its 
enemy incapable: of farther refiſtipce, than abandon- 
ing it to the current, it returned on ſhore and dilap-' 
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FROM MR, IW—N 41—2, A RUSSIAN GENS 
TLEMAN; DESCRIBING THE VISIT HE PAID. 
AT MY REQUEST TO MR, JOHN BERTRAM, 
THE CELEBRATED PENSYLVANIAN BOTA- 
NIST. | os „ 

3 


E XAMINE this flouriſhing province, in hat- 
ever light you will, the eyes as well as the mind of 
an European traveller are equally delighted; becauſe 
a diffuſive happineſs appears in every part: happineſs 
which is eſtabliſhed on the broadeſt baſis, The 
wiſdom of Lycurgus and Solon, never conferred on 
man one half of the bleſſings and uninterrupted: proſ- 
perity which the Pennſylvanians now poſſeſs: the name 
of Fenn, thai ſample but illuftrious citizen, does more 
honour to the Engliſh nation than thoſe of many of 
—— an 
In order to convince you that I have not beſtowed 
undeſerved praiſes, in — former letters on this cele- 
brated government; and that either nature or the cli- 
mate ſeems to be more favourable here to the arts and 
ſciences, than to any other American province ; let us 
together, agreeable to your defire, pay a' viſit to Mr. 
John Bertram, the firſt botaniſt, in this ne hemiſphere : 
become ſuch by a native impulſe of diſpoſition. It is 
to this ſimple man that America is indebted: for ſeveral 
uſeful diſcoveries, and the knowledge of many new 
lants. I had been greatly prepoſſeſſed in his favour 
y the extenſive correſpondence which Ike he held 
with the moſt eminent Scotch and French botaniſts 
I knew alſo that he had been honoured with that o 
Queen Ulrica of Sweden. | 
His houſe is ſmall, but decent; there was ſome- 
thing peculiar in its firſt appearance; which ſeemed to 
= diſtinguuh- 


* 
* 
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diſtinguiſh it from thoſe of his neighbours >, a ſmall 
tower in the middle of it, not only helped to ſtrength- 
en it, but afforded convenient room for a ſtaircaſe. 
Every diſpoſition of the fields, fences, and trees, ſeem- 
ed to bear the marks of perfect order and regularity, 
—— in rural affairs, always indicate a proſperous in- 

uſtry. | 

2 Gas received at the door by a woman dreſſed e- 
tremely neat and ſimple, who without courteſying or 
any other ceremonial, aſked me, with an air of benig- 
nity, who I wanted? I anfwered, I ſhould be glad to 
ſee Mr. Bertram. If thee wilt ſtep in and take a chair, 
Iwill ſend for hm No, I ſaid, I had rather have the 

leaſure of walking through his farm, 1 ſhall eaſily find 
bim out, with your directions. After a little ume I 
perceived- the Schuylkill, winding through delightful 
meadows, and ſoon caſt my eyes on a new. made bank, 
which ſeemed greatly to confine its ſtream. After 
having walked on its top à conſiderable way I at laſt 
reached the place where ten men were at work, I 
aſked if any of them could tell me where Mr. Bertram 
was? An elderly looking man with wide trowſers and 
a large leather apron on, looking at me, ſaid, My 
“name is Bertram, doſt thee want me?“ Sir, I am 
come on purpoſe to converſe- with you, if you can be 
ſpared from your labour. Very eaſily (he anſwered) 
I direct and adviſe more than I Work.“ We walk- 
ed toward the houſe, where he made me take a chair 
while he went to put on clean clothes, after which he 
returned and fat down by me. The fame of your 
knowledge, ſaid I, in American botany, and your well 
known hoſpitality, have induced me to pay you a viſit, 
which I hope you will not think troubleſome, I ſhould 
be glad to ſpend a few hours-in your garden. The 
% greateſt ad vantage (replied he) which I receive from 
* what thee calleſt my botanical fame, is the pleaſure 
** which it often procureth me in receiving the viſits 
of. friends and foreigners : but our jaunt into the 
garden muſt be poſtponed for the preſent, as the 
©* bell is ringing for dinner.” We entered into a large 


ball, where there was a long table full of viQuals ; 2 
- the 


* 
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the loweſt part ſat his negroes, his hired men were 
next, then the family and myſelf; and at the head 
the venerable father and the wife preſided. Each re- 
clined his head and faid his prayers, diveſted of the 
tedious cant of ſome, and of the oftentatious ſtile of 
others. After the luxuries of our cities, (obſerved 
he) this plain fare muſt appear to thee a ſevere faſt.” 
By no means, Mr. Bertram, this honeſt country din- 
ner,. convinces me, that you receive me as a friend 


art heartily welcome. I never knew how to uſe 


* ceremonies; they are inſufficient proofs of finceri- 


„ty; our ſociety, beſides, are utterly ſtrangers to 
<« what the world calleth polite expreſſions. e treat 
others as we treat ourſelves. I received yeſterday 
a letter from Philadelphia, by which I underſtand 
„ thee art a Ruſſian ; what motives can poſlibly have 
* induced thee to quit thy native country and to come 
« fo far in queſt of knowledge or pleaſure? Verily 
« it is a great cumpliment thee payeſt to this our 
„young province, to think that any thing it exhibit- 
„eth may be worthy thy attention.“ have been 
moſt amply repaid for the trouble of the paſſage, I 
view the preſent Americans as the ſeed of future na- 


tions, which will repleniſh this boundleſs continent; 


the Ruſſians may be in ſome reſpeQs compared to 

ou; we likewiſe are a new people, new I mean in 

nowledge, arts, and improvements. Who knows 
what revolutions Ruſſia and America may one day 
bring about; we are perhaps nearer neighbours than 
we imagine. I view with peculiar attention, all your 
towns, I examine their fituation and the police, for 
which many are already famous. Though their foun- 
dations are now ſo recent, and ſo well remembered, yet 
their origin will puzzle poſterity as much as we are now 


puzzled to aſcertain the beginning of thoſe which time 


has in ſome meaſure deſtroyed. Your new buildings, 
your ſtreets put me in mind of thoſe of the city of 
Pompeia, where I was a few years ago L attentively 
examined every thing there, particularly the foot-path 
which runs along the houſes, They appeared to have 


been 


* 


and an old acquaintance. I am glad of it, for thee 


[ 
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been conſiderably worn by the great number e 
which had — — — But of people 
diſtant ; neither builders nor proprietors remain; no- 
thing is known! Why thee haſt been a great tra- 
veller for a man of thy years.” Few years, Sir, 
will enable any body to journey over a great track of 
country z but it requires a ſuperior degree of know- 
Jedge to gather harveſts as we go. Pray, Mr. Ber- 
tram, what banks are thoſe which you are making: 
to what purpoſe is ſo much expence and ſo much labour 
.beſtowed ? Friend Iwan no branch of induſtry was 
ever more profitable to any country, as well as to 
Ihe proprietors.z the Schuylkill.in its many, wind- 
** ings once covered a great extent of groungl,"though 
its waters were but ſhallow even in our higheſt tides : 
and though Tome parts were always dry, yet the 

© whole of this great track preſenied to the eye no- 

( thing but a putrid ſwampy foil, uſeleſs either for 
the — for the ſcythe. The proprietors of 
** theſe grounds are now incorporated; we yearly pay 
*© to the treaſurer of the company a certain ſum, which 
makes an aggregate, ſuperior to the caſualines that 
«© generally happen either by inundations or the muſk 
* {quaſh. It is owing to this happy contrivance that 
** ſo many thouſand acres of meadows have been re- 
ſcued from the Schuylkill, which now both enrich- 
„eth and embelliſheth ſo much of the FN my ov 
of our city. Our brethren of Salem in New Jerſey 
„have carried the art of banking to. a ſtill higher de- 
«« gree of perfection.“ It is really an admirable con- 
trivance, which greatly redounds to the honour of the 
parties concerned; and ſhews a ſpirit of diſcernment 
and perſeverance which is highly praiſe-worthy: if the 
Virginians would imitate your example, the ſtate of 
their huſbandry would greatly improve: I have not 

- heard of any ſuch aſſociation in any other parts of the 
continent; Pennſylvania hitherto ſeeins to reign the 
-unrivalled queen of theſe fair provinces. Pray, Sir, 
what expence are you. at ere theſe grounds be fit for 
the ſeythe? © The expences are very conſiderable, 
particularly when we have land, brooks, —— 
ruſh 
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% bruſh to clear away. But ſuch is the excellence of 
o theſe bottoms and the goodneſs of thę graſs for fat- 
*- tening of cattle, that the produce of three years 
* Pays all advances.” Happy the country where na- 
ture has beſtowed ſuch rich treaſures, treaſures fu 
rior to mines, ſaid I: if all this fair province is thus 
. cultivated, no, wonder it has acquired ſuch reputati- 
on, for the proſperity and the induſtry. of its inhabi- 
tants. Vee . 5 BY. 
By this time the working part of the family had 
finiſhed their dinner, and had retired with a decenc 
.and filence which pleaſed me much. Soon after I heard, 
.as I thought, a diſtant concert of inſtruments.—How- | 
ever ſimple and paſtoral your fare was, Mr. Bertram, | 
this is the deſert of a prince; pray what is this I hear ? 
Thee muſt not be alarmed, it is of a piece with the 
* reſt of thy treatment, friend Iwan.“ Anxious I fol- 
lowed the ſound, and by aſcending the ſtaircaſe, found | 
that it was the effect of the wind through the ftrings | 
.of an Eolian harp; an inſtrument which I had never 
before ſeen. After dinner we quaffed an honeſt bottle 
of Madeira wine, without the irkſome labour of toaſts, 
| heakls, or. ſentiments; and then retired into his 
ſtudy. 
* > . no ſooner entered, than 1 obſerved a coat of 
arms in a gilt 7 with the name of Jobn Bertram. 
The novelty of ſuch a decoration, in ſuch a place, 
ſtruck me; T could not ayoid aſking, Does the ſoci- 
ety of Friends take any pride in theſe armorial bear- 
ings; which ſometimes ſerve as marks of diſtinction 
between families, and much oftener as food for pride 
and oſtentation? Thee muſt know (faid he) that 
my father was a Frenchman, he brought this piece 
of painting over with him; I keep it as a piece of, 
family furniture, and as a memorial of his remo- 
val hither.” From his ſtudy we went into the gar- 
den, .which contained. a great variety of curious plants 
and ſhrubs ; ſome grew in a green-houſe, over the door 
of which were written theſe lines. | | 
„ Slave to no ſet, who takes no private road, 
But looks through nature, up to nature's God. 


„ 


He 


— 


168 VISIT TO MR. BERTRAM, 

He informed me that he had often followed-General 
Bouquet to Pittſburgh, with the view of herbaliſing ; 
that he had made uſeful collections in Virginia, and 
that he bad been employed by the king of England to 
viſit the two Floridas. f . 

Our walks and botanical obſervations engroſſed ſo 
much of our time, that the ſun was almoſt down ere 
I thought of returning to Philadelphia; I regretted 
that the day had been ſo ſhort, as I had not ſpent fo 
rational a- one for a long time before. I wanted to 
ſtay, yet was doubtful whether it would not appear 
improper, being an utter ſtranger. Knowing how- 
ever, that I was viſiting the leaſt ceremonious people 
in the world, I bluntly informed him of the pleaſure 
I had enjoyed, and with the deſire I had of ſtaying a 
few days with him. Thee art as welcome as if I 
vas thy father; thee art no ſtranger ; thy deſire of 
** knowledge, thy being a foreigner beſides, entitleth 


** thee to conſider = houſe as thy own, as long 
<< as thee pleaſeth : uſe thy time with the moſt per- 


fect freedom ; I too ſhall do ſo myſelſ.” I thank- 


fully accepted the kind invitation. [55-2 

We went to view his favourite bank; he ſhewed 
me the principles and method on which it was ere&- 
ed; and we walked over the grounds which had been 
already drained. The whole ſtore, of nature's kind 
luxuriance ſeemed to have been exhauſted on theſe 
beautiful meadows ; he inade me count the amazing 


number of cattle and horſes now feeding on ſolid bot- 


toms,” which but a few, years before had been covered 
with water. Thence we rambled through the fields, 
where the right-angular fences, the heaps of pitched 
ſtones, the flouriſhing clover, announced the beſt huſ- 
bandry, as well as the moſt aſſiduous attention. His 
cows were then returning home, deep bellied, ſhort 
legged, having udders ready to burſt; ſeeking with 
ſeeming toil, to be delivered from the great exuber- 
ance they contained : he next ſhewed me his orchard, 
formerly planted on a barren ſandy ſoil, but long fince 
converted into one of the richeſt ſpots in that vici- 


nage, 7 1 Tl 
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© This (ſaid he) is altogether the fruit of my own 


*« contrivance ;; I purchaſed ſome years ago the pri- 
« vilege of a e about a' mile and a half 
from hence, which at a conſiderable expence I have 
* brought to this reſervoir ; therein I throw old lime, 
** aſhes, horſedung, &c. and twice a week I det it 
run, thus impregnated ; I regularly fpread on this 
1 2 in the fall, old hay, ſtraw, and whatever 
damaged fodder I have about my barn. By theſe 
*« ſimple means I mow, one year with another, fifty- 
* three hupdreds of excellent hay per acre, from a J 
«« foil, which ſcarcely produced five-fingers a ſmal! | 
plant reſembling ſtrawberries] ſome years before.“ 
This is, Sir, a miracle in huſbandry; happy the coun- 
try which is cultivated by a ſociety of men, whoſe - 
application and taſte lead them to proſecute and ac- 
compliſh uſeful works. I am not the only perſon - 
** who do theſe things (he ſaid) wherever water can 
be had it is always turned to that impottant uſe ; 
«© wherever a. farmer can water his meadows,” the 
++ greateſt crops of the beit hay and excellent after- 
* graſs, are the ſure rewards of his labours. With 
the banks of my meadow ditches, I have greatly 
** enriched my upland fields; thoſe which I intend to, 
e reſt for a few years, I conſtantly ſow with red clo- 
ver, which is the greateſt meliorator of our lands. 

* For three years after, they yield abundant paſture ; 

** when I want' to break up my clover fields, I give | 
them a good coat of mud, which hath been expoſed . | 
* to the ſeverities of three or four of our winters. 
« This is the reaſon that I commonly reap from twen- 
« ty-eight to thirty-ſix buſhels of wheat an acre; 
„my flax, oats, and Indian corn, I raiſe in the fame 
proportion. Wouldft thee inform me whether the 
inhabitants of thy country follow the ſame methods 
4 of huſbandry ?” No, Sir; in the neighbourhood of 

eur towns, there are indeed ſome'intelligent farmers, V 
who proſecute their rural ſchemes with attention; but 

we ſhould be too numerous, too happy, too powerful 

a people, if it were poſſible for the whole Ruſſian Em- * 
pire to be cultivated * the province of Pennſylvania. | 


Our 
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Our lands are fo unequally divided, and fo few vf our 
farmers are poſſeſſors of the ſoil they till, that they 
cannot execute plans of huſbandry with the fame vi- 

r as you do, who hold yours, as it were from the 
Maſter of nature, unincumbered and free. Oh, Ame- 
rica exclaimed I, thou knoweſt not as yet the whole 
extent of thy happineſs : the foundation of thy.civil 
polity muſt lead thee in a few years to a degree of 


population and power which Europe little thinks of! 


** Long before this happen (anſwered the good man) 

we hall reſt beneath the turf; it is vain for mor- 
*« tals to be preſumptuous in their conjectures: our 
country, is, no doubt, the cradle. of an extenſive 
future population; the old world is grown weary 
© of its inhabitants, they mbift come here to flee from 


_ ©. the tyranny of the great. But doth not thee imagine, 
that the great will, in the courſe of years, come 


over here alfo; for it is the misfortune of all ſo- 


cieties every where to hear of great men, great ru- 
lers, and of great tyrants.” My dear Sir, I repli- 


ed, tyranny never can take a ſtrong hold in this coun- 
try, the land is too wiſely diftributed : it is poyerty in 
Europe that makes ſla ves. Friend Iwan, as I make 
no: doubt that thee underſtandeſt the Latin tongue, 
© read this kind epiſtle which the good Queen of 
* Sweden, Ulrica, ſent me a few years ago. Good 
© Woman! that ſhe ſhould. think in her palace at. 
© Stockholm of. poor John Bertram, on the banks of 
the Schuylkill; appearerh to me very ſtrange.” 
Not in the leaſt, dear Sir; you are the firſt man whoſe 
name as a botaniſt hath done honour to America; it 
is very natüral at the ſame time to imagine, that ſo 
extenſive a contipent muſt contain many curious plants 
and trees is it then ſurpriſing to ſee a princeſs; fond 
of uſeful knowledge, deſcend ſometimes from the 
throne, to walk in the gardens of Linnzus? . Dis 
to the directions of that. learned man (ſaid Mr. Ber- 


tram) that I am indebted for the method which has 


Jed. me to the knowledge I now poſſeſs ; the ſcience 
* "of. botany is ſo diffuſive, that a proper thread js ab- 
©, folutely wanted to conduct the beginner,” N 


fh. , n 394 


Mr. Bertram; ben did you- imbibe che firſt wich 0 


_cuſtivate-; thel ſc) jence, a Wy „das you regularly 
dreq to it in Philagelp hae never received 
4; . Abbe then- barely reading and writ- 
_ ſmalſ farm was all the patrimony my fa- 
* thet-k t me; gertain -debts and the want of men- 
„ dows bet Father lo in the begianing of m 
© hife; my wife brought ne nothing in money, a 


, Peberiabes corifified in her good temper and great 


„knowledge of houſewifery. „I. ſcarcely. Kno how 
50 trace iny ſteps in the botanical career; they ap- 
* pear to me now like unto a dream: but thee may- 
<< -eſt rely on what L:ſhall-yelaze, though I know that 
« ſome of our trends have laughed at it.” I am not 
one of thoſe Mr. Bertram, who aim at find- 


ing tbe gil ulous in-»What is ſincerely and N | 


averred, * ig, — . Fü e 3. One cl 


5 


«© employed ſo many yrors In tilling the earth and deftroy- 
tg fo many. flowers and plants, quithaut being \ ac- 
„ quaintsd woith. their ſtructures au their mar This 
10 Ts ioſpiration ſuddenly awakened imp curioſity, 
for theſe were dot thoughts to Which 1 had been 
c gcuſtomed. returned to my team, but this new 
deſirs did not quit uny nin: I. mentioned it to 
my wife, who: greatly diſcburagedo ms from pro- 
< ſecutingumpynewiſcheme, as, ſnie ended iy IL. was 
not opulent enough, ſhe ſaid, toldedicate much of 
7 "op aline to — and labours which might rob me 


what portion of I hich is the only. wealth of the 


* farnier. However her prudent caution 
a not aliſcourage: *ne>.:J thought about it conti- 
+ -nnally, at ſupper, in bed, and wherever I went. 

12 At 
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« At laſt I could not refit the impulſe ; for oi the 
fourth day of the following week, I-hired a man 
to plough for me, and went 10 Philadelphiae 
Though I knew' not' what book 4 call for, in- 
*« genuouſly'told the bookſeller my errandy ho pro- 
vided me with ſuch as he thought; beſt, and a La- 
tin graminar beſide. Next il applied to a neigh- 
* bouring ſchoolmaſter, hb in thrẽs months taught 
„ me Latin Enough to underſtbnd Linnæus, which I 
** putchafed (afterward. «(Then I began to botanize 
all over my farm ;/n a little time I became ac- 
quainted with every vegetable that grew in my 
© neighbourhood; and next ventured into Maryland, 
© living among the Friends: in proportion as I thought 
my Ir more learned I proceeded farther, and by a 
*© ſteady: application of ſeveral years I have acquired 
<<. pretty general knowledge of every plant and tree 
to be found in our continent. In proceſs of time I 
% was applied to from the old countries, whither I 
every year ſend many collections. Being now made 
* 'eafy in my Urcumſtances,''I have ceaſed to labour, 
and am neèver ſo happy as when I ſee and con- 
verſe with my friends. If * nm many plants 
or ſhrubs I am acquainted with, there are any thee 
Vwanteſt to ſend to thy native country, I will chear- , 
fully procure them, and give thee moreover what- 
ever directions thee mayeſt want??? 
Thus I paſſed ſeveral Nays in eaſe, improvement, 
and pleaſure; I obſerved in all the operations of his 
farm, as well as in the mutual correſpondence between 
the maſter ad the inferior members of his family, 
the greateſt eaſe and decorumiyj not a word like com- 
mand ſeemed to exceed the tone of a ſimple wiſſi. 
The very 7 * themſelves appeared to partake of ſuch 
a decency of behaviour, and modeſty ot conntenance, 
as I had nevet before obſerved. | By what means, ſaid 
I, Mr. Bertram{'do you rule your ſlaves ſo well, 
that they ſeemito do their. work with all the chear- 
fulneſs of white men? * 'Theugh our erroneous pre- 
judices and opinions once induced us to look upon 
r 14 > 571 15 : 7451 11. them 
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them as fit only for flavery, though ancient cuſtom 
had very unfortunately taught us to keep them in 
bondage; yet of late, in conſequence of the re- 


monſtrances of ſeveral friends, and of the good 
' books they have publiſhed on that ſubjedt, our 


ſociety treats them very differently. With us they 
are now free. I give thoſe <4 thee - did ſee 
at my table, eighteen pounds a year, with victuals 
and clothes, and all other privileges which white 


men enjoy. Our ſociety treats them now as the 


companions of our labours; and by this manage- 
ment, as well as by means of the education we 
ha ve given them, they are in general become a 
new ſet of beings. Thoſe whom I admit to my 
table, I have found to be good, truſty, moral men; 


when they do not what we think they ſhould do, 


we diſmiſs them, which is all the puniſhment we 


inflict. Other ſocieties of Chriſtians -keep. them 


ſtill as ſlaves, without teaching them any kind of 


religious principles: what motive beſide fear can 
they have to behave well? In the firſt ſettlement. 


of this province, we employed them as ſlaves, I 
acknowledge; but when we found that good ex- 
ample, gentle admonition, and religious principles 


could lead them to ſubordination and ſobriety, we 


relinquiſhed a method ſo contrary to the profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity. We gave them freedom, and yer 


few have quitted, their ancient maſters. The wo- 


men breed in our families; and we become at- 
tached to one another. I taught mine to read 


and to write; they love God, and fear his judg- 


ments. The oldeſt perſon among them tranſacts 
my bufineſs in Philadelphia, with a punctuality, 
from which he has never deviated. They con- 
ſtantly attend our meetings, they participate in 


health and ſickneſs, infancy and old age, in the 


advantages our ſociety affords. Such are the means 
we have made uſe of, to relieye them from that 


bondage and ignorance in which they were kept 


before. Thee perhaps haſt been ſurprized to ſee 
ys Wy. | them 


; that 1 have heard ef; 
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** them at my table, but by elevating them to the 
«rank of freemen, they neceſſarily Res hen chat emu- 
„ lation without which we ourſelves ſhould fall into 
« debaſement and profligate ways.“ Mr, Bertram, 

this, is the moſt philoſophical treatment. of roes 
appy would it be for 

rica would other | denominations: of Chriſtians rag 
bibe the fame principles, and follow the' ſame ad- 
mirable rules. A great number of men would be 
relieved from thoſe cruel ſhackles, under which 
they now groan ; and under this-imp 
not endure to ſpend more time in the ſonthern pro- 
vinces. The method with which the are treated 
there, the meannefs of their food, the ſeverity of their 
taſks, are ; map 1 have not patience to behold. 

Lam gla ſee that thee haft ſo much compaſſi- 
„on; — there any flaves in thy country?“ Yes, 

unfortunately, but they are more properly civil than 
domeſtic ffaves ; they are attached to the foil on 
which they live; it is the remains of ancient barbar- 
ous cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed in the days of the greateſt. 
ignorance and favageneſs of manners ! and preſerved. 
notwithſtanding the repeated tears of humanity, the 
loud calls of policy, and the commands af religion. 
The pride of great men, with the avarice of land- 
holders, make them look on this claſs as ner 
tools of huſbandfy ; as if freemen could not culti- 
vate the ground. And is it really ſo, Friend 

ar Iwan? o be poor, to be wretehed, to den ſlave, 

Hare hard indeed; exiſtence is not worth enjoyiag 
* on thoſe terms. I am afraid thy country will never 
« flouriſh under ſuch impolitic government.“ I am 
very much of your opimon Mr. Bertram, though: I 
am in hopes that the preſent reign, illuftrious by ſo 
many acts of the ſoundeſt policy, will not expire with- 
out this ſalutary, this neceſſary emancipation ; which 
would fill the Ruffian empire with tears of gratirude. 
How long haſt thee been in this country?“ Four 
years, Sir * Why thee fpeakeſt Engliſh atwoft ww 


2 natiye; what toil a traveller. muſt unde 


learn various languages, to diveſt himſelf his 
g © native 


reffien, I can- © 


. 
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* native prejudices, and to acommodate himſelf to 
M 8 —. 222 of all thoſe among whom he chuſeth to 
6 e.. 1 | oy 
Thus I ſpent my time with- this enlightened bota- 
niſt—-this worthy cnizen 5 whs united all the ſimpl 
city of ruftic manners to the moſt uſeful learning. 
Various and extenſive were the converſations that 
filled the meafure of my viſit; I accompanied him- 
to his fields, to his barn, to his bank, to his garden, 
to his ſtudy, and at laſt to the meeting of the ſociety 
on the Sunday following. It was at the town 
Chefter, whither: the whole family went in two wag- 
gons ; Mr. Bertram and I on horſe-back. When I 
entered the houſe where the friends were aſſembled, 
who might be about two hundred men and women, 
the involuntary impulſe of ancient cuſtom made me 
pull off my hat; but ſoon recovering myſelf I fat with 
it on, at the end of a bench, The meeting · houſe 
was a ſquares building devoid of any ornament what- 
ever; the whiteneſs of the walls, the conveniency of 
ſeats, that of a large ſtove, which in cold weather 
keeps the whole houſe warm, were the only eſſentiat 
things which I obſerved. Neither pulpit nor deſk, 
fount nor altar, tabernacle nar organ, were there to 
be ſeen ; it is merely a ſpacious 1 
ood people meet e unday. A profound filence 
— 2 dich | laſted «bout half an hour; every one 
had his head reclined, and ſeemed abforbed in pro- 
found meditation, when a female friend aroſe, and de- 
clared with a moſt engaging modeſty, that the ſpirit 
moved her to entertain them on the ſubject ſhe had 
choſen. She treated it with great propriety, as a -- 
ral uſeful diſcourſe, and delivered 1t- without — 
cal parade or the oftentation of learning. Either the 
muſt have been a great adept in public ſpeaking, or 
had ftudionſly prepared herſelf ; a circumſtance that 
| efinnot well be ſuppoſed; as it is a point, in their pro- 
feſſion, to utter nothing but what ariſes fr 
neous impulſe : or elſe the great ſpirit of WWF world, 
the patronage and * of Which they all came 
| 4 4 0 - 
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to invoke, muſt have inſpired her with the ſqundeſt 
morality. Her diſcourſe laſted three quarters bf an 
hour, I did not obſerve one ſingle face turned to- 
ward her; never before had I ſeen a congregation 


: liſtening with ſo much attention to a public oration. 


I obſerved neither contortions of body, nor any kind 
of affectation in her face, ſtile, or manner of utter- 
ance ; every thing was natural, and therefore ue 
ing, and ſhall I tell you more, ſhe was very hand- 
ſome, although upwards of forty. As ſoon as ſhe 
had finiſhed, every one ſeemed to return to their for- 
mer meditation for about a quarter of an hour; when 
they roſe up by common bk, aw and after ſome gene- 
1al converſation, departed. += OS 23 

How ſimple their precepts, how unadorned their 
religious ſyſtem; how few the ceremonies through 
which they paſs during the courſe of their lives; At 
their deaths they are interred by the fraternity, with- 
out pomp, without prayers ; thinking it then too late 
to alter the courſe of s eternal decrees : and as 
you well know, without either monument or tomb- 
ſtone. Thus after having lived under the mildeſt govern- 
ment, after having beet guided by the mildeſt doc- 
trine, they die juſt as ,peaceably as thoſe who being 
educated in more pompous religions, paſs through a 
variety of ſacraments, ſubſcribe to complicated creeds, 
and enjoy the benefits of a church eſtabliſhment, 
Theſe good people flatter themſelves with followin 
the doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, in that ſimplicity wit 
which they were delivered: an happier ſyſtem could 
not have been deviſed for the uſe of mankind. It 
appears to be entirely free from thoſe ornaments and 
political additions_which each country and each go- 
vernment, hath faſhidned after its own manners. 

At the door of this meeting houſe, I had been in- 
vited to out ſome days at the houſes. of ſome re- 
ſpectable farmers in the neighbourhood. '. The recep- 
tion I met with every where inſenſibly led me to 
ſpend ty} months among theſe good 12 and 1 
muſt ſay they were the golden days of my riper 


years. I never ſhall forget the gratitude I owe _ 
-- ar 
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for the innumerable kindneſſes they hea on me 8 j 


it was to the letter you gave me that I am indebt- 
ed for the extenſive acquaintance I now have through- 
out Pennſylvania. -I muſt defer thanking you as Tp of 
until I ſee you again. Before that time comes, I may 
perhaps entertain you with. more curious anecdotes 

than this letter affords, Farewell. 
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DISTRESSES OF A FRONTIER MAN. 


WISH for a change of .place; the hour is come 
at laſt, that I muſt fly from my houſe and abandon my 
farm! But what courſe ſhall I ſteer, inctoſed as I 
am? The climate beſt adapted to my preſent ſitua- 
tion and humour would be the polar regions, where- 
6x months day and fix months night divide the dull 
year:- nay, a fimple Aurora Borealis would ſuffice 
me, and greatly refreſh my eyes, fatigued now by ſo 
many diſagreeable objects. The ſeverity of thoſe cli- 
mates, that great gloom, where melancholy dwells, 
would be perfectly analagous to the turn of my mind. 
Oh, could I remove my plantation to the ſhores of the 
Oby, willingly would I dwell in the hut of a Samo- 

e; with chearfulneſs would I go and bury myſelf 
in the cavern of a Laplander. Could I but carry my 
family along with me, I would winter at Pello, or 
Tobolſky, in order to enjoy the peace and innocence 
of that country. But let me arrive under the pole, or 
reach the antipodes, I. never can leave behind me the 
remembrance of the dreadful ſcenes to which I have 
been a witneſs ; therefore never can I be happy ! Hap-. 
Py, why would I mention that ſweet, that enchanting 
word? Once happineſs was our portion; now it is gone 
from us, and I am afraid not to be enjoyed. again by 
the preſent generation! Which ever way I look, nothing 
but the moit frightful precipices preſent themſelves to 
"my view, in which hundreds of my friends. and ac> 

Auaintances have already periſhed : of all animals that, 
hve on the ſurface of -this planet, what is man when 

no longer connected with fociety ; or when he finds 
himſelf ſurrounded by a convulſed and a half diſſolved 
one? He cannot live in ſolitude, he muſt belong to 


ſome community bound by ſome ties, however 1 


. 
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feft. Men mutually. fupport and add to the boldneſs 
and confidence of each other; the weakneſs of each is 
ſtrengthened by the force of the whale. I had never 
before theſe calamitous times formed any ſdTh ideas; I 
lived) on, labotred and proſpered, without having ever 

ftudied — what 4 ſecurity 2 life, * the _— 
dation my pr were 22 el 
them juſt as they oh Never was a firnadon fo ſin- 
gularily terrible as mine, in every poſſible reſpect; as 
a member of an extenſive ſoeiety, as a citizen of an 
inferior diviſion of the fame ſociety; as a huſband, as a 
father, as a man who exquiſitely feels for the miſeries 
of others as well as for his own! But, alas! fo much: 
rs every thing now ſubverted among us, that the very 
word miſery, with which we were hardly acquainted - 
before, no longer conveys the fame ideas; or rather 
tired with feeling for the miſeries of others, every one 
feels now for himſelf alone. When I confider myſelf. 
as connected in all theſe characters, as bound by fo 
many cords, all unitmg in my heart, I ai ferzed with a 
fever of the mind, I am tranſported beyond that de- 
ree of calmneſs which is neceſſary to delineate our, ⁵⁶⁸ 
oughts. I feel as if my reaſon wanted to leave me, 
as if it would burſt its goor weak tenement: again I try = 
to compoſe myſelf, I grow cool, and 1 t ; 
dreadfut loſs, I endeavour, to retain the uſefut gueſt. 2 
You know the pofition of ou fettlement: I need | 
not therefore deſcribe it. To the weſt it is inctoſed: 
by a chain of mountains, reaching to <— ; to the 
eaſt, the country is as yet but thinly inhabited; we 
are almoft inſulated, and the houſes are at a conſide- 
rabſe diftance from each other. From the mountains 
we have but too much reaſon to expect our dread- 
ful enemy; the wilderneſs is a harbour where it is“ 
impoſſible to find them. It is a door through Whick 
they cam enter our country whenever they pleaſe; and, 
as they ſeem determined to deſtroy the whole chain of | 
frontiets, our fate cannot be far diſtant: from Lake 
Champlain, almoft all has been conflagrated one after 
anothet, What rendets theſe incurſions ſtill more ter- 
rible is, that they moſt commonly take place in N 
2 . ad. 


16 * DISTRESSES OF 


dead of the night: we never go to our fields but 
we are ſeized with an involuntary fear, which lefſons 
our ſtrength and weakens our labour. No other ſub- 
ject of converſation intervenes between the different 
accounts, which ſpread through the country, of ſuc- 
ceſſive acts of devaſtation ; and theſe told in chimney- 
corners, ſwell themſelves in our affrighted imaginati- | 
ons into the moſt terrifick ideas! We never fit down 
either to dinner or ſupper, but the leaſt noiſe immedi- 
ately ſpreads a general alarm and prevents us from 
enjoying the comfort of our meals. The very appetite 
proceeding from labour and peace of mind is gone; 
we eat juſt enough to keep us alive: our ſſeep 1s diſ- 
turbed by the moſt frightful dreams; ſometimes I ſtart 
awake, as if the great hour of danger was come; at 
Other tunes the howling of our dogs ſeems to announce 
the arrival of the enemy: we leap out of bed and run 
to arms ; my poor wife with panting boſom and filent 
tears, takes leave of me, as if we were to ſee each 
other no more; ſhe ſnatches the youngeſt children 
- from their beds, who, ſuddenly awakened, increaſe 
by their innocent queſtions the horror of the dreadful 
moment. She tries to hide them in the cellar, as if 
our cellar was inacceſſible to the fire. I place all my 
ſervants at the windows, and myſelf at the door, 
where I am determined to periſh- Fear. induſtriouſſy 
encreaſes every ſound ; we all liſten ; each communi- 
cates to the other his ideas and conjectures. We re- 
main thus ſometimes for whole hours, our hearts and 
our minds racked by the moſt anxious ſuſpence: what 
a dreadful ſituation, a thouſand times worſe than that 
of a ſoldier engaged in the midſt of the moſt ſevere 
conflict! Sometimes ſeeling the ſpontaneous courage 
of a man, I ſeem to wiſh far the deciſive minute; = 
next inſtant a meſſage from my wife, ſent by one of 
the children, puzzling me beſide with their little queſ- 
tions, unmans me: away goes my courage, and I de- 
- ſcend again into the deepeſt deſpondency. At laſt 
finding that it was a falſe alarm, we return once more - 
to our beds; but what good can the kind ſleep of na- 
ture do fo us when interrupted by ſuch ſcenes |! 


becurely 


* 
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Securely placed as you are, you can have no idea of 
our agitations but by hear-ſay ; no relation can be 
equal to what we ſuffer and to what we feel. Every 
morning my youngeſt children are fure to have fright- 
ful dreams to relate: in vain I exert my as 1 to 
keep them filent, it is not in my power; and theſe 
images of their diſturbed imagination, inſtead of being 
frivolouſly looked upon as in the days of our happi- 
neſs, are on the contrary conſidered as warnings and 
ſure prognoſtics of our future fate. I am not a ſuper- 
ſtitious man, but ſince our misfortunes, I am grown 
more timid, and leſs diſpoſed to treat the doQrine of 


omens with contempt: e | 

Though theſe evils have been gradual, yet they do 
not become habitual like other incidental evils. The 
nearer I view the end of this cataſtrophe, the more I 
ſhudder. But why ſhould I trouble you with ſuch 
unconnected accounts; men ſecure and out of danger 
are ſoon fatigued with mournful details: can you enter 
with me into fellowſhip with all theſe affliaive ſenſa- 
tions; have you a tear ready to ſhed over the ap- 

roaching ruin of a once opulent and ſubſtantial fami- 
y? Read this I pray with the eyes of ſympathy ; 
with a tender ſorrow, pity the lot of thoſe whom you 
once called your friends; who were once ſurrounded 
with plenty, eaſe, and _ ſecurity ; but who now - 
expect every night to be their laſt, and who are as 
* as criminals under an impending ſentence of 
the law. | 

As a member of a large ſociety which extends to 
many parts of the world, my connection with it is too 
diſtant to be as ſtrong as that which binds me to the 
inferior diviſion in the midſt of which I live. I am 
told that the great nation, of which we are a part, is 
juſt, wiſe, and free, beyond any other on earth, with- 
in its own inſular boundaries; but not always ſo to 
its diſtant conqueſts: I ſhall not repeat all I have 
heard, becauſe 1 cannot believe half of it. As a citi- 
zen of a ſmaller ſociety, I find that any kind of 
ſition, to its now prevailing ſentiments, immediately 
begets hatred: how. eaſily do men paſs from loving, 

| to 
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to hating, and curſing one another! I am a lover f 
ce, what muſt I do? I am divided between the re- 
pe if feel for the ancient connection, and the fear of 
innovations, with the conſequierice of which I am not 
well acquainted; as they are embtaced by my own 
” countrymen. I am conſcious that I was happy before ' 
this unfortunate Revolution. I feel that Tam no long- 
er fo ; therefare. I regret the change. This is the only 
mode of reaſoning adapted to perſons in my ſituation. . 
If T attach myſelf to the Mother Country, which is - 
3000 miles from me, I become what is called an ene- 
my to my own region; if T follow the reſt of my 
countrymen, I become oppoſed to our ancient maſt--- 
ers: both extremes appear equally dangerous to a per- 
fon of ſo little weight and Conſequence as I am, 
whoſe energy and example are of no avail. As to the 
argument on which the diſpute is- founded I know 
little about it. Much has been faid and written on- 
both ſides, but who. has à judgment capacious and 
clear enough to decide? The great moving principles- 
which actuate both parties are much bid from vulgar 
eyes, like mine; nothing but the plaufible and the 
probable are offered to our contemplation. The inno- 
cent claſs are always - the victim of the few; they are 
in all countries and at all times the inferior agents, 
on which the L phantom is erected; they cla- 
mour, and mult toil, and bleed, and are always ſure 
of meeting with oppreſſion and rebuke. It is for the, 
- fake of the great leaders on both ſides, that ſo much 
blood muſt be ſpilt; that of the people is counted as 
nothing. Great events are not atchieved for us 
though it is &y us that they are principally accompliſh. 
ed; , the arms, the ſweat, the lives of the people. 
Books tell nie fo much that they inform me of no- 
thing. . Sophiſtry, the bane of freemen, launches forth + 
in all her deceiving attire! After all, moſt men rea- 
ſon from paſſions; and ſhall ſuch an ignorant in- 
dividual as I am decide, and fay this fide is right, 
that fide is wrong? Sentiment and feeling are the on- 
ly guiges.I know, Alas, bow ſhould J unravel an, 
atgunent, in which zeaſon herſelf hath given . to 
; utalit7 
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brutality and bloodſhed! What then muſt I do? J 
aſſe the wiſeſt lawyers, the ableſt᷑ cafuiſta, the warmeſt 
patriots; for I mean honeffly; Great Source of wif- 
dom! inſpire me with light ſuffteient t6 guide my be- 
nighted ſteps out of this ittricuxte maae! Stall I dit. 


card all my ancient ſhall T renoumce tſtat 
name, that nation which I held onee ſo reſpectable ? 
I feel the powerful attractiq; the ſemtiments they 
inſpired grew wirh my 'eartieft e and were 
rafted upon the firft rudiments of niy education. On 
other hand, ſhatf T arm againft that coun- 
= where I firſt drew breath; againſt the play-mates . 
f my youth, my boſom friends, my acquaintance ?— 
the idea makes me ſfrudder! Muſt I be called a par: 
ricide, a traitor, a. viftain; lofe the efteem of all thoſe 
whom I love, to preſerve my own; be ſhunned fike a 
rattleſnake, of be pointed at Me a bear. I have nei 
ther Heroiftn nor magraninity enough to make fo. 
great a factifice. Hefe I am tied, J am faſtened by. 
numerdus ftrings, nor do I repine at the preſſure they” 
cauſe; i as J am, I can pervade the utmoſt 
extent of the calamities which have already overtaken 
our poor — country. I can fee the great and 
accumulated ruin yet extending itſelf as far as the 
theatre of war has reached; I hear the groans of 
thouſands of fumilies now rained and defolated by our 
aggtefſors. I cammot count the multitude of CG. 
this war has made; nor aſcertain the immenſfity of 
blood we have  I6ſt.” Some have aſked," whether it 
was a criine to reſiſt; to repel ſome parts of this evil. 
Others have afferted, that a reſiſtance ſo generul makes 
pardon unattainable, and repentance uſetets; and divid- 
. the crime among fo many, renders it imperceptible. 
har one party calls meritoffous, the other denomi- 
nates flagitious. Theſe opinions vary, contract, or. 
xpand; like the events of the wat on which they are 
founded.” What can an inff#fificant man do in the midſt 
of 2 eontradiQory parties, equally hoſtile to 
Perſons | | | | 
the really gulxy 7-=Thole moſt certainly who fail of 


tuated as I am? And after allggho will de 
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ſucceſs, Our fate, the fate of thouſands, is then 
neceſſarily involved in the dark wheel of fortune. 
Why then ſo many uſeleſs reaſonings; we are the ſport 
of fate. Farewel education, principles, love of our 
country, farewel ; all are become uf leſs to the gene- 
rality of us: he who governs himſelf according to what 
he calls his principles, 151 be puniſhed either by one 
party or the other, for thoſe very principles. He who 
roceeds without principle, as —_— timidity, or 
If-preſervation directs, will not perhaps fare better; 
but he will be leſs blamed. What are ve in the great 
ſcale of events, we poor defenceleſs frontier inhabi- 
tants? What is it to the gazing world, whether we 
breathe or whether we die? whatever virtue, whatever 
merit and difintereſtedneſs we may exhibit in our ſe- 
cluded retreats, of what avail? We are like the piſ- 
mires deſtroyed by the plough ; whoſe deſtruction pre- 
vents not the future crop. Self-preſervation, there- 
fore, the rule of nature ſeems to be the beſt rule of con- 
duct; what good can we do by vain reſiſtance, - by 
uſeleſs efforts? The caol, the diſtant ſpeQator, placed 
in ſafety, may arraign me for — may bring 
forth the principles of Solon or Monteſquieu ; he may 
look on me as wilfully guilty he may call me by the 
moſt opprobrious names. Secure from perſonal dan- 
ger, his warm imagination, undiſturbed by the leaſt 
agitation of the heart, will expatiate freely on this 
nd queſtion ; and will conſider this extended field, 

ut as exhibiting the double ſcene, of attack and de- 
' fence. To him the object becomes abſtracted, the in- 
termediate glares, the perſpeQive diſtance and a va- 
riety of opinions unimpaired by affections, preſents to 
his mind but one ſet of ideas. Here he proclaims the 
high guilt of the one, and there the right of the other; 
but let him come and reſide with us one fingle month, 
let him paſs with us through all the ſucceſſive hours 
of neceſſary toil, terror and affright, let him watch 
with us, bis muſket in his hand, through tedious ſleep- 
leſs nights, his imagination furrowed by the keen chif- 
fel of ev u ; let his wife and bis children be- 
8 ; come 
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eome expoſed to the moſt dreadful hazards of death ; 
let the exiſtence of his property depend on a ſingle 
ſpark, blown by the breath of an enemy; let him 
tremble with us in our fields, ſhudder at the ruſtlin 

of every leaf; let his heart, the ſeat of the moſt at- 
fecting paſſions, be powerfully wrung by hearing the 
melancholy end of his relations and friends; let him 


trace on the map the progreſs of theſe deſolations; let 
his alarmed imagination predict to him the night, the 


dreadful night when it may be his turn to periſh, as 
ſo many have periſhed before. Obſerve then, whether 
the man will not get the better of the citizen, whether 
his political maxims will not vaniſh! Yes, he will 
ceaſe to glow ſo warmly with the glory of the metro- 
polis; all his wiſhes will be turned toward the pre- 


ſervation of his family | Oh, were he fituated where 


I am, - were his houſe perpetually filled, as mine is, 
with miſerable victims Ju eſcaped from the flames 
and the ſcalping knife, telling of barbarities and murders, 
= make human _ ra ; — * would 
uſpend ev itical reflection, and expel every ab- 
ſtrat oa heart is full and involuntarily takes 
hold of any notion from whence it can receive ideal 
eaſe or relief. I am informed that the king has the 
moſt numerous, as well as the faireſt, progeny of chil- 
dren, of any potentate now in the world: he may be 
a great king, but he muſt feel as we common mortals 
do, in the good wiſhes he forms for their lives and 


proſperity. His mind no doubt often ſprings forward 


on the wings of anticipation, and contemplates us as 
happily ſettled in the world. If a poor frontier inha- 
bitant may be allowed to ſuppoſe this great perſon- 
age the firſt in our ſyſtem, to be expoſed but for one 
hour, to the exquiſite pangs we fo often feel, would 
not the preſevation of ſo numerous a family engroſs 
all his thoughts; would not the ideas of dominion 
and other felicities attendant on royalty, all vaniſh in 


the hour of danger? The regal character, however 


ſacred, would be ſuperſeded by the ftrogger, becauſe 


more natural one of man and father, Oh! did he but 


know 
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know the cixcumſtances of this horrid war, | am ſure 
he would put a ſtop to that long deſtruQtion of pa- 
rents and children, I am ſure that while he turned 
his ears to ſtate policy, he would attentively liſten alſo 
to the dictates of nature, that great parent; for, as 2 
good king, he no doubt wiſhes to create, to ſpare, 
and to protect, as ſhe does. Muſt I then, in order to 
be called a faithful ſubject, coolly, and philoſophi- 
cally ſay, it is neceſſary for the good of Britain, that 
my children's brains ſhould be daſhed againſt the 
walls of the houſe in which they were reared; that 
my wife ſhould be ſtabbed and ſcalped before my 
face; that I ſhould be either murdered or captivat- 
ed ; or that for greater expedition we ſhould all be 
locked up and burnt to aſhes as the family of the 
 B——n was? Muſt J with meekneſs wait for that laſt 
pitch of defolation and receive with perfect reſigna- 
tion, ſo hard a fate from ruffians, acting at ſuch a diſtance 
from the eyes of any fuperior ; monſters, left to the 
wild impulſes of the wildeſt nature. Could the lions 
of Africa be tranſported here and tet looſe, they 
would no doubt kill us in order to prey upon our car- 
eaſſes; but their appetites would not require ſo many 
victims. Shall I wait to be puniſſied with death, or 
elſe to be ſtripped of all food and raituent, reduced to 
deſpair without redreſs and without hope. Shall thoſe 
who may eſcape, fee every thing they hold dear de- 
ed and gone. Shall thoſe few ſurvivors, lurking 

in ſome obſcure corner, deplore in vain the fate of 
their families, mourn over parents either captivated, 
butchered, or burnt ; roam among our wites, and wait 
for death at the foot of fome tree, without a mur- 
mur, or without a figh, for the good of the cauſe ? 
No, it is impoſſible! fo aſtoniſhing a facrifice is not 
to be expected from human natuge, it muſt belong to 
beings of an inferior or ſuperiofe order, actuated by 


leſs, or by more refined principles. Even thofe great 
perſonages who are ſo far elevated above the com- 
mon ranks of men, thoſe, I mean, who wield, and di- 
rect fo many thunders ; thofe who have tet —_ 

| | gainſt. 


% 


gainſt us theſe demons of war, could they be tranſ- 
ported here, and metamorphoſed into ſimple planters 
as we are, they would, from being the arbiters of 
human deſtiny, fink into miſerable victims they would 
feel and enclaim as we do, and be as much at a loſs 
what line of conduct to proſecute. Do you well eom- 
prehend the difficulties of our ſituation ? If we ſtay 
we are ſure to periſh at one time or another; no 
vigilance on our part can fave us; if. we retire, we 
| know not where to go; every houſe is filled with re- 


fugees as wretched as ourſelves; and if we remove 


we become beggars. The property of farmers is not 
like that of merchants ; and abſolute poverty is worſe 
than death. If we take up arms to defend ourſelves, 
we are denominated rebels; ſhould we not be rebels 


againſt nature, could we be ſhamefully paſſive? Shall 


we then, like martyrs, glory in an allegiance, now be- 
come uſeleſs, and voluntarily expoſe ourſelves to a 
- ſpecies of deſolation which though it ruin us entirely, 
yet enriches not our ancient maſters. By this infſex- 


ible and ſullen attachment, -we ſhall be deſpiſed by 
our countrymen, and deſtroyed by our ancient friends; 
whatever we may ſay, whatever merit we may claim, 


will not ſhelter us from thoſe indiſcriminate blows, 
given by bired banditti, animated by all thoſe paſſions 
which urge men to ſhed the blood of others; how bit- 
ter- the thought! On the contrary, blows received 


by the hands of thoſe from whom we expected pro- 
tection, [extinguiſh ancient reſpect, and urge us to 
ſelf-defence — — to revenge; this is che path 


which nature herſelf points out, as well to the civili- 
zed as to the unciviſized. The Creator of hearts 
has himſelf ſtamped on them thoſe propenſities at their 


firſt ſorma tion; and muſt we then daily receive this 


treatinent from a power once ſo loved? The fox 
flies or deceives the Hounds that purſue him; the 
bear, when overtaken, boldly reſifts and attacks them 
the hen, the very timid hen, fights for the preſerva- 
tion of her chickens, nor does ſhe decline to attach 
and to meet on the wing even the ſwift kite. Shall man, 


then, 
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then, provided both with inſtinct and reaſon, unmo- 
ved, unconcerned, and paſſive, ſee his ſubſiſtence con- 
ſumed, and his progeny either raviſhed from him or 
murdered ? Shall fictitious reafon extinguiſh the un- 
.erring impulſe of inftint? No; my former reſpect, 
my former attachment vaniſhes with my ſafety ; that 
reſpe& and attachment was purchaſed by protection, 
and it has ceaſed, Could not the great nation we 
belong to, have accompliſhed her deſigns by means 
of her numerous armies, by means of thoſe fleets 
which cover the ocean? Muſt thoſe who are maſß- 
ters of two thirds of the trade of the world ;* who 
have in their hands the power which almighty gold 
can give; who poſſeſs a ſpecies of wealth that in- 
creaſes with their deſires ; muſt they eſtabliſh their 
conqueſt with our inſignificant innocent blood! 
uſt I then bid farewell to Britain, to that renoun- 
ed country? Muſt I renounce a name fo ancient and 
ſo venerable? Alas, ſhe herſelf, that once indulgent 
rent, forces me to take up arms againſt her. She 
erſelf, firſt inſpired the moſt unhappy citizens of our 
remote diſtricts, with the thoughts of, ſhedding the 
blood of thoſe whom they uſed to call by the name of 
friends and brethren. That great nation which now 
convulſes the world ; which hardly knows the extent 
of her Indian kingdoms ; which looks toward the uni- 
verſal monarchy of trade, of induſtry, of riches, of 
power: why muſt ſhe ſtrew our poor frontiers with 
the carcaſſes of her friends, with the wrecks of our 
inſignificant villages, in which there is no gold? When 
oppreſſed by painful recollection, I revolve all theſe 
ſcattered ideas in my mind; when ] contemplate m 
ſituation, and the thouſand ſtreams of evil with which 
I am furrounded ; when I deſcend into the E 
tendency even of the remedy I have propoſed, I am 
convulſed—convulſed ſometimes to that degree, as to 
be tempted to exclaim—Why has the er of the 
world permitted. ſo much indiſcriminate evil through- 
out _ part of this poor planet, at all times and 
among all kinds of people? It ought ſurely to be the 
puniſh- 
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puniſhment of the wicked only. I bring that cup to 
my. lips; of which I muſt ſoon taſte, and ſhudder at 
its bitterneſs. What then is life, T aſk myſelf, is it a 
gracious gift? No, it is too bitter; a gift means ſome- 
thing valuable conferred, but life appears to be a mere 
accident, and of the worſt kind: we are born to be 
victims of diſeaſes and paſſions, : of miſchances and 
death: better not to be than to be miſerable. Thus 
impiouſly I roam, I fly from one erratic thought to 
another, and'my mind, irritated; by theſe acrimonious 


reflections, is ready ſometimes to lead me to danger- 
ous extremes of violence when I recollect that I am a 


father, and a huſband, the return of theſe endearing ideas 
ſtrikes deep into my heart. Alas ki they once made it to 


glow with pleaſure and with every#gviſhing exultation ; 


but now-they fill it with forrow. At other times, my 
wife induftrioufly rouſes me out of theſe dreadful me- 
ditations, and foothes me by all the reaſoning ſhe is 
miſtreſs of ; but her endeavours only ſerve to make 
me mare miſerable, by reflecting that ſhe muſt ſhare 


with me all theſe calamities, the bare apprehenfions 


of which I am afraid will ſubvert her reaſon. Nor 


can I with patience think that a beloved wife, my 


faithful help-mate throughout all my rural ſchemes, the 
principal hand which has aſſiſted me in rearing the 
proſperous fabric of eaſe and independence I lately poſ- 
ſeſſed, as well as my children, thoſe tenants of my 
heart, ſhould daily and nightly be expoſed to ſuch a 
cruel fate. Self-preſervation is above all political pre- 


cepts and rules, and even ſuperior to the deareſt opi- 


nions of our minds; a reaſonable accommodation of our- 
ſelves to the 3 of the times in which 
we live, is the moſt irreſittible precept. To this great 
evil I muſt ſeek ſome fort of remedy adapted to re- 
moye or to palliate it; ſituated as I am, what ſteps 
mould I take that will neither injure nor inſult any of 
the parties, and at the ſame time fave my family from 
that certain deſtruction which awaits it, if I remain 
nere much longer. Could I inſure them bread, fafe- 
ty, and ſubſiſtence, not the bread of idleneſs, but — 
NAT of | earn 
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earned by 7 labour as hetetofore ; could 05 
accompliſhed by the ſacrifice of my life, I-wopld! will- 
ingly give it oye J atteſt before heaven, that it ia on 
For theſe 1 would wiſh to live and to; toil: fur the 
whom I have brought into this miſerable exiſtenœe f 
reſemble, methinks, one of the ſtones of a ruined larcit. 
ſtill retaining that priſtive form which-ancientlyrhfted 
the place d occupied, but the centre is tumbled dom ; 
I can be nothing until I am replaced, either in the for- 
mer circle, or in ſome ſtronger one. 1.ſee one un. 
ſmaller ſcale, and at a conſiderable. diftance, but it is 
within my power to reach it: and ſince I have ceaſed 
to conſider myſelf as a member of dhe ancient fate 
now convulſed, I willingly deſcend into an inferior one. 
I will revert into à ſtate approaching nearer to thut of 
nature, unincumbered either with voluminous Jaws, 
or contradictory codes, often galling the very necks, 
of thoſe whom they protect; and at the ſame time 
ſufficiently remote from the brutality of unoonnected 
ſavage nature. Do you, my friend, perceive the att 
I bave found out? it is that which leads to the te 
of the 1 of ——, here, far r- 
moved from the accurſed neighbourhood of Europe- 
ans, its mbabitants live with moreleaſs, decency, and 
peace, than you imagine: Where, though governed 
by no laws, yet find, in uncontaminated ſimple man- 
ners all that laws can afford. Their fyſtenr 35 ſuffici. 
ently compleat to anſwer all the primary wants of 
man, and. to conſtitute him a ſocial being, ſuch as he 
ought to be in the great foreſt of nature. - There it is 
that I have reſolved at a ny to tranſport myſelf 
and family: an eccentric thought, you may ſay,” thus 
to cut aſunder all former. connections, und to form 
new ones with a people whom nature has ſtamped 
with ſuch different characteriſtics! But as the bappi- 
nefs of my family is the only object of my wiſhes, I 
care very little where we be, or where we go, pro- 
vided that we are ſafe, and all united together. Our 
new calamities being ſhared equally by all, - will be. 
come lighter our mutual affection for eachother, 


- will in this great tranſinutation become the ns 
lin 
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link- of our new. ſociety, will afford us every joy we 
can receive on a — ſoil, and preſerve us in unity, 
as the gravity and rency of matter prevents the 
world from diſſolution. Blame me not, it would be 
cruel in you, it would beſide: be entirely uſeleſs ; for - 
when you receive this we ſhall be on the wing. When 
we think all hopes are gone, muſt we, like poor pu- 
ſilla nimous wretches, deſpair and die? No; I per- 
ceive before me a few reſources, though through ma- 
ny dangers, which I will explain to you hereafter. 
It is not, believe me, a diſappointed ambition which 
leads me to take this ſtep, it is the bitterneſs of my 
ſituation, it is the impoſſibility of knowing what bet- 
ter meaſure to adopt: iy education fitted me for no- 
thing more than the moſt ſimple occupations of life; | 
I am but a feller of trees, a cultivator of land, the | 
moſt honourable title an American can have. I have- | 
no exploits, no diſcoveries, no inventions t6 boaſt of; | 
I have cleared about 370 acres of land, - ſome for the 
plough, ſome for the ſcythe 3 and this has occupied 

many years of my life. I have never poſſeſſed, or | 
with to poſſeſs any thing more than what could be 

earned or produced by the united induſtry of my fa- | 
mily. I wanted nothing more than. to live at home | 
independent and, tranquil, and -to teach my children | 
how to provide the means of a future ample ſubſiſt- 
ence, founded on labour, like that of their father. | 
This is the career of life I have purſued, and that | 
which I had marked out for them and for which they | 
ſeemed to be ſo well calculated by tFeir inclinations, | 
and by their conſtitutions. But now theſe pleaſing 
expectations are gone, we muſt abandon the accumu- 
lated induſtry of nineteen years, we muſt fly we hard- 
ly know whither, through the moſt impervious paths, 
and become members of a new and ſtrange communi- 
ty. Oh, virtue! is this all the reward thou haſt to 
confer on thy votaries? Either thou art only a chi- | 
mera, or thou art a timid uſeleſs being; ha - - j 
frighted, when ambition, thy great adverſary, dictates, 4 
when war re-echoes the dreadful. founds, and poor i 
helple individuals are mowed down by its cruel 
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reapers hike uſeleſs graſs, I have at all times gene · 
rouſly relieved what few diftreſſed people I have met 
with; I have encouraged the induſtrious; my houſe has 
always been open to travellers ; I have not loſt a month 
in idleneſs fince I have been a man; I have cauſed up- 
wards of an hundred and twenty families to remove hi- 

ther. Many of them I have led by the hand in the 


- days of their firſt trial ; diſtant as I am from any pla- 


ces of worſhip or ſchool of education, I have been the 
Paſtor of my family, and the teacher of many of my 
neighbours. I have learnt them as well as I could, 
the gratitude they owe to God, the father of harveſts ; 


and their duties to man: I have been as uſeful a ſub- 
jeQ ;' ever obedient to the laws, ever vigilant to fee 


them reſpected and obſerved. My wife hath faithfully 


followed the fame line within her province ; no wo- 
man was ever a better economiſt, or ſpun or wove bet- 
ter linen ; yet we muſt periſh, periſh like wild beafts, 
included within a ring of fire! | 

Yes, I will chearfully embrace that reſource, it is 
an holy inſpiration : by night and by day, it preſents 
itſelf to my mind: I have carefully revolved the 
ſcheme; I have conſidered in all its future effects and 


tendencies, the new mode of living we muſt purſue, 


without falt, without ſpices, without linen and with 
little other cloathing ; the art of hunting, we muſt 
acquire, the new manners we muſt adopt, the new lan- 
guage we muſt ſpeak ; the dangers attending the edu- 
cation of my children we muſt endure. Theſe changes 
may appear more terrific at a diſtance” perhaps than 


when grown familiar by practice: what is it to us, 
whether we eat well made paſtry or pounded alagri- 


ches; well roaſted beef, or ſinoaked veniſon ; cabba- 


ges, or ſquaſhes? Whether we wear neat home-{pun, or 


good beaver: whether we ſleep on feather-beds,. or 
on bear-ſkins? The difference is not worth attending 
to. The difficulty of the language, the fear of ſome 
great intoxication among the Indians; finally, the 
apprehenſion leſt my wigs, uy children ſhould be caught 
by that ſingular charm, fo dangerous at their tender 


years; are the only conſiderations that ſtartle me. By 
what 
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what power does it come to paſs, that children who 
have been adopted when young among theſe people, 
can never be prevailed on to re-adopt European man- 
ners! Many an anxious parent have I ſeen laſt. 
war, who at the return of the peace, went to the 
Indian villages where they knew their children had 
been carried into captivity ; when to their inexpreſſible 
ſorrow, they found them ſo perfectly Indianiſed, that 
many knew them no longer, and thoſe whoſe more 
advanced ages permitted them to recollect their fathers 
and mothers, abſolutely refuſed to follow them, and 
ran to their adoptive parents for proteQion againſt the 
effuſions of love their unhappy real parents laviſhed on 
them! Incredible as this may appear, I have heard ir 
aſſerted in a thouſand inſtances, —_ perſons of cre- 
dit. In the village of „where | purpoſe to go, 
there lived, about fifteen years ago, an Engliſhman 
and a Swede.. whoſe hiſtory would appear moving, had 
T time to relate it. They were grown to the age of 
men when they were taken ; they happily eſcaped the 
great puniſtiment of war captives, and were obliged 
to marry the Squaws who had ſa ved their lives by adop- 
tion. By the force of habit, they became at laſt tho- 
roughly naturaliſed to this wild courſe of life. While 
J was there, their friends ſent them a conſiderable ſum 
of money to ranſom themſelves with. The Indians, 
their old maſters, gave them their choice and without 
requiring any conſideration, told them, that they had 
been long as free as themſelves. They choſe to re- 
main; and the reaſons they gave me would greatly. 
ſurprize you; the moſt perfect freedom, the eaſe of 
living, the abſence of thoſe cares and corroding ſoli- 
citudes which ſo often prevail with us; the peculiar 
goodneſs of the ſoil they cultivated, for they did not 
truſt altogether to hunting ; all theſe, and many more 
motives, which I baye forgot, made them prefer that 
life, of which we entertain ſuch dreadful opinions. Ic 
cannot be, therefore, ſo bad as we generally conceive 
it to be; there muſt be in their ſocial bond ſomething 
ſingularly captivating, and far ſuperior to any thing to + 
be boaſted of among us * thouſands of Europeaps 
ary 
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are Indians, and we have no examples of even ons of 
thoſe Aborigines having from choice become Europe- 
ans! There muſt be ſomething more congenial to our 
native diſpoſitions, than the fictitious ſociety in which 
we live; or elſe why ſhould children, and even grown | 
perſons, become in a ſhort time ſo invincibly at- 
tached to it? There muſt be ſomething very bewitch- 
ing 'in their manners, ſomething very indelible and 
marked by the very hands of nature. For, take a 
young Indian lad, give him the beſt education you poſſi- 
ly can, load him with your bounty, with prefents, nay 
with riches ; yet he will ſecretly long for his native 
woods, which you would. imagine he muſt have lon 
ſince forgot; and on the firſt opportunity he can pot- 
ſibly find, you will ſee him voluntarily leave behind him 
all you have — him, and return with inexpreſſible 
joy to lie on the mats of his fathers. Mr. ——, ſome 
ears ago, received from a good old Indian, who died 
in his houſe, a young lad, of nine years of age, his 
grandfon. He kindly educated him with his children, 
and beſtowed on him the fame care and attention in 
reſpect to the memory of his venerable grandfather, 
who was a worthy man, He intended to give him a 
genteel trade, but in the ſpring ſeaſon when all the fa- 
mily went to the woods to make their maple ſugar, he 
tuddenly diſappeared ; and it was-not until ſeventeen 
months after, that bis benefaQor heard he had reached 
ths village of Bald Eagle, where he ftill dwelt, - Let 
us fay what we will of them, of their inferior organs, of 
their want of bread, & c. they are as ſtout and well made 
as the Europeans. Without temples, without prieſts, 
without kings, and without laws, they are in many in- 
ſtances ſuperior to us; and the, proofs of what I ad- 
vance, are that they live without care, ſleep without 
inquietude, take life as it comes, bearing all its aſpe- 
ritfes with unparalleled patience, and die without any 
kind of apprehenſion for what they have done, or for 
what they expect to meet with hereafter. What ſyſtem 
of phyloſophy can give us ſo many neceſſary qualifica- 
tions for happineſs! They moſt certainly are much 


more cloſely connected with nature than we are; they 
| x are 
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are her immediate children, the inhabitants of the 
woods are her undefiled offspring: thoſe of the plains 
are her degenerate breed, far, very far removed from 
her primitive laws, from her original deſign. It is 
therefore reſolyed on. I will either die in the atten 

or ſucceed ; better periſh all together in one fatal hour, 
than to ſuffer what we daily endure. ' I do not expect 
to enjoy in the village of ——, an uninterrupted hap- 
pineſs; it cannot be our lot, let us live where we 
will; I am not founding my future proſperity on gol- 
den dreams, Place mankind where you will, . 
muſt always have adverſe circumſtances to ſtruggle 
with; from nature, accidents, conſtitution ; from ſea- 
ſons, from that great combination of miſchances which 
perpetually lead us to diſeaſes, to poverty, &c. Wha 
knows but I may meet in this new ſituation, ſome ac- 
cident from hence may ſpring up new ſources of un- 
expected proſperity ? Who can be prefumptuous e- 
nough to predict all the good? Who can forelee all the 
evils, which ſtrew. the paths of our lives? But after 
all, I cannot but recolle& what ſacrifice I am going to 
make, what amputation TI am going to ſuffer, what 
tranſition I am going to experience. Pardon my repe- 
titions, my wild, my trifling reflections, they proceed 
trom the agitations of my mind, and the fulnels of my 
heart; the action of thus retracing them ſeems to lighten 
the burthen, and to exhilerate my ſpirits ; this is be- 
ſides the laſt letter you will receive from me; I would 
tain tell you all, though I hardly know how. Oh! 
in the hours, in the moments of my greateſt anguiſh, 
could I intuitively repreſent to you that variety of 
thought which crouds on my mind, you would have 
reaſon to be ſurprized, -and to doubt of their poſſibility. 
Shall we ever meet again? If we ſhould, where will 
it be? On the wild ſhores of -—, If it be my doom. 
to end my days there, I will greatly improve them ; 
and perbaps make room for a few more families, who 
wille choole to retire from the fury of a ſtorm, the 
agitated billows of which will yet roar for many years 
on our extended ſhores. Perhaps, I may repoſſeis my 
houſe, if it be not burnt down; but how will my im- 
| ; © prove- 
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provements look ? why half defaced, bearing the ſtrang 


marks of abandonment, and of the ravages of war. 
However, at preſent I give every thing over for loſt ; 
I will bid a long farewell to what I leave behind. If 
ever I repoſſeſs it, I ſhall receive it as a gift, as a re- 

ward for my conduct and fortitude. Do not imagine, 
however, that I am @ ſtoic—by no means: I muſt, 
on the contrary, confeſs to you, that I feel the keeneft 
regret, at abandoning an houſe which I have in ſome 
meaſure reared with my own hands. Yes, perhaps I 
may never reviſit thoſe fields which I have cleared, 
thoſe trees which I have planted, thoſe meadows which, 
in my youth, were an hideous wilderneſs, now con- 
verted by my induſtry into rich paſtures and pleaſant 
lawns, If in Europe it is praiſe-worthy to be attach- 
ed to paternal inheritances, how much more natural, 
how much more powerful muſt the tie be with us, 
who, if I may be permitted the expreſſion, are the 
founders; the creators of our own farms! When I ſee 
my table ſurrounded with my blooming offspring, all 
united in the bonds of the ſtrongeſt affection, it kindles 
in my- paternal heart a variety of tumultuous ſenti- 
ments, which none but a father and-a huſband in my 
fituation can feel and deſcribe. Perhaps I may fee my 
wife, my children, often diftreſſed, — recall- 
ing to their minds the eaſe and abundance which they 
enjoyed under the paternal roof. Perhaps I may ſee 
them want that bread which I now leave behind; 
overtaken by diſeaſes and penury, rendered more bitter 
by the recollection of former days of opulence and 
plenty. Perhaps I may be aſſailed on every fide by 
unforeſeen accidents, which I ſhall not be able to pre- 
vent or to alleviate. Can I contemplate ſuch images 
without the moſt unutterable emotions? My fate is 
determined; but I bave not determined it, you may 
aſſure yourſelf, without having undergone the moſt 
painful conflicts of a variety of paſſions ;—intereſt, love 


of eaſe, diſappointed views, and pleaſing expectations 


fruſtrated I ſhuddered at the review! Would to 
God ] was maſter of the ſtoical tranquillity of that 


magnanimous ſect; oh, that I were poſſeſſed of thoſe 
Fe” 9 | ſublime 
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ſublime leſſons which Apollonius of Chalcis gave to 
the Emperor Antoninus! I could then with much 
more propriety guide the helm of my little bark, which 
is ſoon to be freighted with all that I poſſeſs moſt dear 
on earth, through this ſtormy paſſage to a ſafe har- 
bour ; and when there, become to my fellow paſſen- 
gers, a ſurer guide, a brighter example, a pattern more 
worthy of imitation, throughout all the new ſcenes 
they muſt paſs, and the new career they muſt traverſe. 
I have obſerved notwithſtanding, the means, hitherto 
made uſe of, to arm the principal nations againſt our 
frontiers : Yet they have not, they will not take up 
the hatchet againſt a people who have done them no 
harm. The paſlions neceſſary to urge theſe people to 
war, cannot be rouſed, they cannot feel the ſtings of 
„ the thirſt of which alone can impel them 
to ſhed blood: far ſuperior in their motives of action 
to the Europeans, who for ſixpence per day, may be 
engaged to ſhed that of any people on earth. They 
know nothing of the nature of our diſputes, they have 
no ideas of ſuch revolutions as this; a civil diviſion 
of a village or tribe, are events which have never been 
recorded 1n their traditions : many of them know very 
well that they have too long been the dupes and the vic- 
tims of both parties; fooliſhly arming for our ſakes, 
ſometimes againſt each other, ſometimes againſt our 
white enemies. They conſider us as born on the ſame 
land, and, though they have no reaſons to love us, 
yet they ſeem carefully to avoid entering into this 
uarrel, from whatever motives. I am ſpeaking of 
thoſe nations with which J am beſt acquainted, a few 
hundreds of the worſt kind mixed with whites, worſe 
than themſelves, are now hired by Great-Britain, to 
perpetrate thoſe dreadful incurſions. In my youth I 
traded with the „under the conduct of my uncle, 


and always traded juſtly and equitably; ſome of them 
remember it to this day. Happily their village is far 
temoved from the dangerous neighbourhood of the 
whites; I ſent a man, laſt ſpring to it, who under- 
ſtands the woods extremely well, and who ſpeaks their 
language; he is juſt returned, after ſeveral weeks 

K 3 abſence, 
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abſence, and has brought me, as I had flattered myfe}f, 
a ſtring of thirt E wampum, as a token that their 
honeſt chief will ſpare us half of his wigwham until we 
have time to erect one. He has ſent me word that 
they have land in plenty, of which they are not ſo co- 
vetous as the wkites; that we may plant for ourſelves, 
and that in the mean time he will procure us ſome 
corn and ſome meat; that fich is plenty in the waters 
of , and that the village to which he had laid open 
my propoſals, have no objection to our becoming dwel- 
lers with them. I have not yet communicated theſe 
lad tidings to my wife, nor do ] know how to do it; 
tremble Feſt ſhe ſhould refuſe to follow me; left the 
ſudden idea of this removal ruſhing on her mind, 
might be too powerful. I flatter myſelf I ſhall be able 
to accompliſh it, and to prevail on her; I fear nothing 
but the effects of her ſtrong attachment to her rela- 
tions. I would willingly let you know how I purpoſe 
to remove my family to ſo great a diftance, but it 
would become unintelligible to you, becauſe you are not 
acquainted with J ſituation of this part 

of the country. Suffice it for you to know, that with 
about twenty-three miles land carriage, I am enabled 
to perform the reſt by water; and when once afloat, 
I care not whether it be two or three hundred miles. 
J propoſe to ſend all our proviſions, furniture, and 
clothes to my wife's father, who approvesof the ſcheme, 
and to reſerve nothing but a few neceffary articles of 
covering; truſting to the furs of the chaſe, for our ſu- 
ture apparel. Were we imprudently to incumber our- 
ſelves too much with baggage, we ſhould never reach 
to the waters of ——, which is the moſt dangerous as 
well as the moſt difficult = of our journey; and yet 

but a trifle in point of diſtance. I intend to ſay to m 
negroes— In the name of God, be free, my honeſt 
lads, I thank you for your paſt ſervices; go, from 
henceforth, and work for yourſelves ; look on me as 
your old friend and fellow labourer ; be ſober, frugal, 
and induſtrious, and you need not fear earning a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence, —Left my countrymen ſhould 
think that I am gone to join the incendiaries * our 
Iron- 
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frontiers, I intend to write a letter to Mr. —, to ., 
infe rm him of our retreat, and of the reaſons that have 
urged me to it. The man whom I ſent to — vilage, 
is to accompany us alſo, and a very uſeful companion 
he will be on every account. : 1 
You may therefore, by means of anticipation, be- 
hold me under the Wigwham ; I am ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the principal manners of theſe people, that, I 
entertain not the leaſt apprehenſion from them. I rely 
more ſecurely on their ſtrong hoſpitality, than on the 
witneſſed compacts of many Europeans. As ſoon as 
- Poſſible after my arrival, [debian to build myſelf a 
wigwham, after the ſame manner and ſize with the 
reſt, in order to avoid being thought ſingular, or giv- 
ing occaſion for any railleries ; ' though theſe people 
are ſeldom guilty of ſuch European follies. | ſhal} 
erect it hard by the lands which they propoſe to allot 
me, and will endeavour that my wife, my children, 
and myſelf may be adopted foon after our arrival. 
Thus becoming truly inhabitants of their village, we- 
ſhall immediately occupy that rank within the pale of 
their ſociety, which will afford us all the amends we 
can poſſibly expect for the lots we. have met with by 
the convulſions of our own. According to their cuſ- 
toms we ſhall likewiſe: receive names trom them, by 
which we ſhall always be known. My youngeſt chil- 
dren ſhall learn to ſwim, and to ſhoot with the bow, 
that they may acquire ſuch talents as will neceflarily 
raiſe them into ſome degree of eſteem among the In- 
dian lads of their own age; the reſt of us muſt hunt 
with the hunters. I have been for ſeveral years an ex- 
pert markſman ; but I dread leſt the imperceptible 
_ charm of Indian education, may ſeize my younger 
children, and give them ſuch a propenſity to that mode 
of life, as may preclude their returning to the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of their parents, I have but one 
_— to prevent this great evilz and that is, to em- 
ploy them in the labour of the fields, as much as; [ 
can; I am even reſolved to make their daily ſubſiſt- 
ence depend altogether on it. As long as we keep 
| | K 4 our- 
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 ourſetves buſy in tilling the earth, there is no fear of ' 
any of us becoming wild ; it is the chaſe and the fi 
it procures, that have this_ftrange effect Excuſe « 
fimile—thoſe hogs which range in the woods; and to 
whom grain is given once a week, preſerve their for- 
mer degree of tameneſs; but if, on the comrary, they 
are reduced to live on ground nuts, and on what they 
can get, they ſoon become wild and fierce. For my 
part, I can plough, ſow, and hunt, as occaſion may 
require; but my wife, deprived of wool, and flax, will 
have no room for induſtry ; what is ſhe then to do? 
hke the other ſquaws, ſhe muſt cook for us the na- 
ſaump, the ninchicke, and ſuch other preparations of 
corn as are cuſtomary among theſe people. She muſt 
learn to bake ſquaſhes and pumkins under the aſhes ; 
to ſlice and ſmoke the weat of our own killing, in order 
to preſerve it; ſhe muſt chearſully adopt the manners 
and cuſtoms of her neighbours, -in their dreſs, deport- 
ment, conduct, and internal economy, in all reſpeQs. 
Surely if we can bave fortitude enough to quit all we 
have, to remove ſo far, and to aſſociate with people 
- ſo different from us; theſe neceſſary compliances are 
but ſubordinate parts of the ſcheme. The change of 
garments, when thoſe they carry with them are worn 
out, will not be the leaſt of my wife's and daughter's 
concerns: though I am in hopes that ſelf- love will in- 
vent ſome ſort of reparation. Perhaps you would not 
believe that there are in the woods looking-glaſſes, and 
paint of every colour; and that the inhabitants take 
as much pains to adorn their faces and their bodies, to 
nx their bracelets of ſilver, and plait their hair, as our 
forefathers the Picts uſed to do in the time of the Ro- 
mans. Not that T would wiſh to ſee either my wife 
or daughter adopt thoſe ſavage cuſtoms; we can live 
in great peace and harmony with them without de- 
ſcending to * article; the interruption of trade 
hath, I hope, ſuſpended this mode of dreſs. My wife 
underſtands .inoculation perfectly well, the inoculated. 
all our children one after another, and has ſucceſsfully 
performed that operation on ſeveral ſcores of people, 
| N i who, 
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who, ſcattered here and there through our woods, were 
too far removed from all medical aſſiſtance. If we 
can perſuade but one family to ſubmit to it, and it ſuc- . 
ceeds, we ſhall then be as happy as our ſituation will 
admit of; it will raiſe her into ſome degree of conſi- 
deration, for whoever is uſeful in any ſociety will al- 
ways be reſpected. If we are fo fortunate as to carry 
one family through a diſorder, which is the plague a- 
=ong theſe people, I truſt to the force of example, 

we ſhall then become truly neceſſary, valued, and be- 
loved: we indeed owe every kind office to a ſociety of 
men who ſo readily offer to admit us into their ſocial 
partnerſhip, and to extend to my family the ſhelter of 
their village, the ſtrength of their adoption, and even 
the dignity of their names. God grant us a proſper- 
ous beginning, we may then hope to be of more ſer- 
vice to them than even miſſionaries who have been 
— preach to them a Goſpel they cannot under- 

As to religion, our mode of worſhip will not ſuffer 
much by this removal from a cultivated country, into 
the boſom of the woods; for it cannot be much ſim- 
pler than that which we have followed here theſe ma- 
ny years: and | will with as much care as I can, re- 
double my attention, and twice a week, retrace to 
them the great outlines of their duty to God and to 
man. I will read and expound to them ſome part of 
the decalogue, which is the method I have purſued 
ever ſince I married. Vs 

Half a dozen of acres on the ſhores of ——, the 
ſoil of which I know well, will yield us a great abun- 
dance of all we want; I will make it a point to give 
the overplus to ſuch Indians as ſhall be moſt unfortu- 


nate in their more fp I will perſuade them, if I can, 


to till a little more land than they do; and not to truſt 
ſo much to the produce of the chaſe. To encourage 
them till farther, I will give a quirn to every ſix 2 
nylies ; I have built many for our p6or back ſettlers, 
it being often the want of mills which prevents them 
from raiſing grain. As I am a carpenter, I can bwld 
wy own plough, and can be of great ſervice to _ 
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of them; my example alone, may rouſe the induflzy 


of ſome, and ſerve to direct others in their labours. 
The difficulties of the language will ſoon be removed ;. 
in my evening converſations, [ will endeavour to make 
them regulate the trade of their village in ſuch a man- 

ner as that thoſe peſts of the continent, thoſe Indian 
traders, may not come within a certain diſtance ; and 
there they ſhall be obliged to tranſact their buſineſs 
before. the old people. I am in hopes that the con- 
ſtant reſpe& which is paid to the elders, and ſhame, 
may prevent the young hunters from infringing this 
regulation. The fon o „will ſoon be made ac- 
quainted with our ſchemes, and I truſt that the power 
of love, and the ſtrong attachment he profeſſes for my 
daughter, may bring him along with us : he will make 
an excellent hunter; young and 'vigorous, he will 
equal in dexterity the ſtouteſt man in the village. Had 
it not been for this fortunare circumſtance, there would 
have. been the greateſt danger; for however J reſpect 
the ſimple, the inoffenſive ſociety of theſe people in 
their villages, the ſtrongeſt prejudices would make me 
abhor any alliance with them in blood: diſagreeable 
no doubt, to nature's intentions which have ſtrongly 
divided us by ſo many indelible characters In the 
days of our ſickneſs, we ſhall. have recourſe to their 
medica] knowledge, which is well calculated for the 
fimple diſeaſes to which-they are ſubject. Thus ſhall 
we metamorphoſe- ourſelves, from neat, decent, opu- 
lent planters, ſurrounded with every conveniency which 
our external labour and internal induſtry could give, into 
a fill fimpler people diveſted of every thing beſide 
hope, food, and the raiment of the woods: abandon- 
Ing the large framed houſe, to dwell under the wig- 
wham ; and the featherbed, to lie on the mat, or 
bear's ſkin. There ſhall we gleep undiſturbed by 
frightful dreams and apprehenfions;; reſt and peace of 
mind will make us the moſt ample amends for what 
we ſhall leave behind. Theſe bleſſings cannot be pur- 
chaſed too dear; too long have we been deprived of 
them. I would chearfully go even to the Miſſiſippi, 


do find that repoſe to which we have been ſo long 
| _ rangers. 
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firangers. My heart ſometimes ſeems tired with beat- 
ing, it. wants reſt like my eye-lids, which feel oppreſſ- 
ed with ſo many watchings. ann 

Theſe are the component parts of my ſcheme, the 
ſucceſs of each of which appears feaſible ; from whence 
J flatter myſelf with the probable ſucceſs of the whole. 
Still the danger of Indian education returns to my mind 
and alarms me much; then again I contraſt it with t 
education of the times; both appear to be equally preg- 
nant with evils, Reaſon points out the neceſſity of chu- 
ſing the leaſt dangerous, which I muſt conſider as the 
only good within my reach ; I perſuade myſelf that 
induſtry and labour will be a ſovereign preſervative a- 

ainſt the dangers of the former; but I conſider, at the 
fame time that the ſhare of labour and induſtry which is 
intended to procure but a ſimple ſubfiſtence, with hard- 
ly any ſuperftuity, cannot have the ſame reſtrictive 
effects on our minds as when we rtilled the earth on a 
more extenſive ſcale. The fu could be then re- 
alized into ſolid wealth, and at the fame time that this 
realization rewarded our paſt labouts, it ingraſſed and 
fixed the attention of the labourer, and cheriſhed in 
his mind the hope of ſuture riches. In order to ſup- 
ply this great deficiency of induftrious motives, and 
to hold out to them a real object to prevent the 
fatal conſequences of this ſort of apathy ; I will keep 
an exact account of all that ſhall be gathered, and give 
each of them a regular credit for the amount of it ta 
be paid them in real property at the return of peace. 
Thus, though ſeemingly toiling for bare ſubſiſtence on 
a foreign land, they ſhall entertan the pleaſing proſpect 
of ſeeing the ſum of their tabours one day realiſed either 
in legacies or gifts, equal if not ſupenor to it. The 
yearly expence of the clothes which they would have 
received at home, and of which they will then be de- 
ney ſhall likewiſe be added to their credit; thus I 
- Hatter myſelf that they will more chearfully wear the 

blanket, the matchcoat and the Mockaſſins. What- 
ever ſucceſs they may meet with in hunting or fiſhing, 
ſhall only be confidered as recreation and paſtime ; 1 
ſhall thereby prevent them from eſtimating their ſkill 
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in the chaſeas an important and neceſſary accompliſſi- 
ment. I mean to fay to them, * You ſhall hunt and 
* fiſh merely to ſhew your new companions that you 
Hare not inferior to them in point of ſagacity and dex- 
4 terity.” Were I to ſend them to ſuch ſchools as the 
interior parts of our ſettlements afford at — what 
can they learn there? How could I ſupport them 
there? What muſt become of me; am I to proceed 
on my voyage, and leave them? I hat I never could 
ſubmit to. Inſtead of the perpetual diſcordant noiſe of 
diſputes ſo common among us, inſtead of thoſe ſcolding 
ſcenes, frequent in every houſe, they will obſerve no- 
thing but filence at home and abroad : a fingular ap- 
rance of peace and concord are the firſt charaQer- 
tics which ſtrike you in the villages of theſe people. 
Nothing can be more pleaſing, nothing ſurpriſes an 
Furopean ſo much as the filence and harmony which 
prevails among them, and in each family; except 
when dilturbed by tt accurſed ſpirit given them by the 
wood rangers in exchange for their furs. If my chik 
dren learn nothing of geometrical rules, the uſe of the 
' compaſs, or of the Latin tongue, they will learn and 
praQtiſe ſobriety, for rum can no longer be ſent to theſe 
ople; they will learn that modeſty and difhdence, 
or which the young Indians are ſo remarkable ; they 
will conſider labour as the moſt eſſential qualification; 
hunting as the ſecond. They will prepare themſelves in 
the proſecution of our ſmall rural ſchemes, carried on 
for the benefit of our little community, to extend them 
further when each ſhall receive his inheritance. Their 
tender minds will ceaſe to be agitated by perpetual 
alarms; to be made cowards by continual terrors.: if 
they acquire in the village of ——, ſuch an awkward- 
neſs of deportment and appearance as would render 
them ridiculous in our gay capitals, they will imbibe, 
I hope, a confirmed taſte for that ſimplicity, which fo 
well becomes the cultivators of the land. If I cannot 
teach them any of thoſe profeſſions which ſometimes 
embelliſh and ſupport our ſociety, I will ſhew them how 
to hew wood, how to conſtruct their own ploughs; 
and with a few tools how to ſupply theinſelves with 
; * 2 _— 
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every neceſſary implement, both in the houſe and in 
the field. If they are hereafter obliged to confeſs, that 
they belong to no one particular church, I ſhall have 
the conſolation of teaching them that great, that pri- 
mary worſhip which is the foundation of all others, If 
they do-not fear God according to the tenets of any 
one ſeminary ;. they ſhall learn to worſhip him upon 
the broad ſcale of nature. The Supreme Being does 
not reſide in peculiar churches or coinmunities ; he is 
equally the great Maniton of the woods and of the 
plains ; and even in the gloom, the obſcurity of thoſe 
very woods, his juſtice may be as well underſtood and 
felt as in the moſt ſumptuous temples. Each worſhip 
with us, hath, you know, its —.— political tenden- 
cy; there it has none but to inſpire gratitude and truth: 
their tender minds ſhall receive no other idea of the 
Supreme Being, than that of the father of all men, 
who requires nothing more of us than what tends to 
make each other happy. We ſhall ſay with them. 
| Soungwan@ha, èſa caurounkyawga, nughwonſhauza 
neattewek, nèſalanga, —Qur father, be thy will done in 
earth as it is in great heaven. 85 
Perhaps my imagination gilds too ſtrongly this diſtant 
proſpect; yet it appears founded on ſo few, and ſimple 
principles, that there is not the fame probability of ad- 
verſe incidents as in more complex ſchemes. Theſe. 
vague rambling contemplations which I here faithfully 
retrace, carry me ſometimes to a great diſtance ; I am 
loſt in the anticipation of the various circumſtances _ 
attending this propoſed metamorphoſis! Many unfore- 
ſeen accidents may doubtleſs ariſe. Alas! it is eaſier 
tor me in all the glaw of paternal anxiety, reclined on 
my bed, to form the theory of my future conduct, than 
to reduce my ſchemes into practice. But when once ſe- 
cluded from the great ſociety to which we now belong, 
we ſhall unite cloſer together; and there will be leſs 
room for Jealouſſes or contentions. As TI intend my 
children neither for the law nor the church, but for 
the cultivation of the land; I wiſh them no literary 
accompliſhments ; I pray heaven that they may be one 
day nothing more than expert ſcholars in _ ny” 
4 | this 
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this is the ſcience which made our continent to flouriſh 
more rapidly than any other. Were they to grow up 
where 1 am. now ſituated, even admitting that we were 
in ſafety ; two of them are verging toward that period 
of their lives, when they muſt neceſfarily take up the 
muſket, and learn, in that new ſchool, all the vices which 
are ſo common in armies. Great God". cloſe my eyes 
for ever, rather than I ſhould live to ſee this calamity ; 
May they rather become inhabitants of the woods. 
Thus then in the village of ——, in the boſom of 
that peace it has enjoyed ever ſince I have known it, 
connected with mild hoſpitable people, ſtrangers to our 
political diſputes, and having none among themſelves ; 
on the ſhores, of a fine river, ſurrounded with woods, 
abounding with „our little ſociety united in per- 
fect harmony wich the new adoptive one, in which we 
 thall be incorporated, ſhall reſt I hope from all fa- 
tigues, from all — from our preſent ter- 
rors, and from our long watchings. Not a word of 
politics, ſhall cloud our ſimple converſation; tired 
either with the chaſe or the labour of the field, we 
ſhall ſleep on our mats without any diſtreſſing want, 
having learnt to retrench every ſuperfluous one: we 
ſhall | Far but two prayers to make to the Supreme 
Being, that he may ſhed his fertilizing dew on our little 
crops, and that he will be pleaſed, to reſtore peace to 
our unhappy country. Theſe ſhall. be the only ſubject 
of our nightly prayers, and of our daily ejaculations : 
and if the labour, the induſtry, the frugality, the union 
of men, can. be an agreeable offering to him, we ſhall 
not fail to receive his paternal bleſſings. There I ſhall 
contemplate nature in her moſt wild and ample extent ; 
I ſhall carefully ſtudy a ſpecies of ſociety, of which I 
have at preſent but very imperſect ideas; I will endea- 


vour to occupy with propriety i T which will 


enable me to enjoy the few and ſufficient benefits it 
confers, The ſolitary and unconn mode of life 


I have lived in my youth muſt fit me for this trial, I am - 
not the firſt who has attempted it ; Europeans did not, 
it is true, carry to the wilderneſs numerous families; 
they went there as mere ſpeculators; I, as a man ſeek- 
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ing a refuge from the deſolation of war. They went 
there to ſtudy the manners of the Aborigines I to con- 
form to them, whatever they are; ſome went as viſitors, 
as travellers; I as a ſojourner, as a fellow hunter. 


and labourer, go determined induſtriouſly to work up 


among them ſuch a ſyſtem of hapgjpels as may be a- 
dequate to my future ſituation, and, 
compenſation for all my fatigues and for the misfortunes 

I have borne: Þhave always faund it at home, I may 
hope likewiſe to find it — 2 the humble roof of my 
Ol Supreme Being, if among the immenſe variety of 
planets, inhabited by thy. creative power, thy paternal 
and omnipotent care deigns to extend to all the indi- 
viduals they contain; if it be not beneath thy infinite 
dignity to caſt thy eyes on us wretched montg!s ; if my 


future felicity is not contrary to the necellary effects of 
thoſe ſecret cauſes which thou 1 10 appointed, receive 
om in kindneſs 


the ſupplications of a man, to | 
thou haſt given a wife and un offspring: View. us all 
with benignity, ſanctify this ſtrong conflict of regrets, 
' wiſhes, and other natural paſſions; guide our ſteps 
through theſe unknown paths, and bleſs our future 
mode of life. If it is good and well meant, it muſt 
proceed from thee ; thou knoweſt, Lord, our en- 
terpriſe contains neither fraud, nor malice, nor revenge, 


Beltow on me that energy of conduct now become ſo 


neceſſary, that it may be in my power to carry the 
young family thou haſt given me through this great 
trial with ſafory and in thy peace. Inſpire me with treſh 
intentions and ſuch rules of conduct as may be moſt 
acceptable to thee. Preſerve, O God, preſerve the 
companion of my boſom, the beſt gift thou haſt given 
me: endue her with courage and ſtrength ſufficient 


to accompliſh this perilous journey. Bleſs the chil- 


dren of our love, thoſe portions of our hearts; I im- 
plore thy divingiaſſiſtance, ſpeak to their tender minds, 


and inſpire them with the love of that virtue which 
alone can ſerve as the baſis of their conduct in this 
world, and of their happineſs with thee. Reſtore peace 
ang concord to our poor afflicted country; aſſuage the 
* herce 


may be a ſufficient 
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1 = O Father of fue, that our ancient 


our induſtry, may wa — 
qnd that ds a reward for the err lobe 1 7 
on this new land, we may be reſtor ient -* 


tranquility, and enabled to fill it with — gene; 


rations, that will conſtantly thank ther for the awple 
ſubſiſtance thou haſt — een a 

The unreſerved arne 2 written, 
muſt give you a ending that friendſhip ) 
and eſteem, of which I am — you ver yet ggubt- 
ed. As members of the ſame ſociety, as ally 


bound by the®ties of affection and old acqaintance, 
you certainly cannot avoid feeling for my diſtreſſes; 
you cannot avoid mourning with me over that load of 


phyſical pd moral evil with which we are all op- 
— 12 4 of it I often overlook when 
minutely c offempiſte all that hath a na- 


tive count. 
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